	Province
	Législature
	Session
	Type de discours
	Date du discours
	Locuteur
	Fonction du locuteur
	Parti politique

	Alberta
	25e
	1re
	Discours du trône
	10 avril 2001
	Lois E. Hole
	Lieutenant-gouverneur
	Alberta Progressive Conservative Party


Fellow Albertans, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the First Session of the 25th Alberta Legislature. Once again I have the privilege of delivering the Speech from the Throne.

Today begins a new legislative session with a new group of legislators who have been chosen by Albertans to represent them in this Chamber. Some are returning members; others are new. All have been given a solemn responsibility and a duty to honour the trust that has been placed upon them. As the business of this Assembly is conducted, I urge all members to respect the charge that has been placed upon them, to conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the importance of their undertaking, and to remember that they are here in service to the people of this province.

It was only two months ago that I laid out the government's vision for Alberta's future. It was a vision of low taxes, no provincial debt, a strong economy, new jobs for our young people, sound infrastructure, good health care and education systems, stable agricultural communities, safe streets, and reliable social programs. During the course of the provincial election campaign Albertans learned more about that vision and the government's plan to achieve it. They talked about it with others, they thought about it, and on March 12 they endorsed it with their votes. 

That plan still stands. I'm not going to repeat it today because Albertans already know what the plan is. It's the plan they voted for, and it's the plan the government will now carry out, aided by a new configuration of ministries to address priority areas. Today this Assembly begins the work of making that vision a reality.
A Strong Economy

That work begins with maintaining and building on a strong economic base. This government recognizes that a strong economy is not an end in itself. Rather it is a means to achieve the things that matter most to Albertans. A growing and diversified economy supports investments to make our health and education systems the best they can be. It creates good jobs that allow people to provide for their families. It sustains the arts and cultural communities that add so much to our quality of life. 

A strong economy begins with a solid fiscal plan. The government pledges that it will stay the course of its fiscal plan, a plan that has brought Alberta away from deficit and debt and into the security and prosperity the province now enjoys. It's a plan to keep taxes the lowest in Canada, ensure that spending is responsible and affordable, and eliminate the debt. It's a plan that will give Alberta's children a gift we all hope to be able to bestow: a future with limitless possibilities. 

A foundation of Alberta's economy will continue to be its modern transportation infrastructure. The government will make strategic investments to improve the safety and efficiency of Alberta's roads and highways. This year an additional 35 kilometers of the north/south trade corridor will be twinned, bringing the total number of twinned kilometers to 860 of the 1,200 that will in time make up the corridor. When completed in 2007, the corridor will link Alberta to a continental trade and tourism route through the western United States and Mexico. 

The government will continue to provide business and investment programs, especially in conjunction with the 2001 World Championships in Athletics. These programs will focus on the strategic benefits of investing in Alberta and demonstrate the province's diverse and world-class energy, petrochemical, forest and building products, agriculture and food, tourism, and information and communications technology sectors. 

Alberta benefits tremendously from its participation in a free energy market. At the same time, the government will take steps to ensure a reliable, ample, and affordable energy supply within the province. Legislation will be introduced this session to put into law a commitment to help protect Albertans from high natural gas prices. This bill will ensure that Alberta consumers have a competitive natural gas service that maintains the Alberta advantage.

The government will work to reduce and stabilize electricity prices by streamlining the approval process to bring new generation projects on stream. The government will continue to address electricity price concerns and other consumer issues with the advice of the newly created government Advisory Council on Electricity.
Stable Agricultural Communities

Maintaining the viability of farms and rural communities continues to be a priority for this government. Recent events like outbreaks of disease and severe weather serve as reminders that safe, affordable food production cannot be taken for granted. Efforts to develop a long-term strategy for the health, sustainability, and growth of Alberta's agriculture industry will be accelerated based on the insights of Ag Summit 2000. Key among those efforts will be the introduction of a new policy dealing with intensive livestock operations and a renewal of efforts to provide Alberta farmers with marketing choice for their wheat and barley. The government stands by its commitment to support Alberta farmers in times of need.

A Clean Environment

Albertans recognize that a high quality of life also depends on a healthy environment. Our province is blessed with clear air, clean water, and a breathtaking landscape that supports a rich abundance of plants and wildlife. The government of Alberta will strengthen its reputation as a leader in environmental issues with a number of new initiatives to enhance environmental stewardship and ensure that economic growth is responsible and sustainable.
A Responsive Health Care System

As important as a clean environment in maintaining human health is a responsive health care system. Albertans are strongly committed to the publicly funded health care system, and the government of Alberta shares this commitment. The government's priorities for health care in the next year will focus on access to health services, illness prevention, and effective regional governance. The government will provide Albertans with a stronger voice in health system management. This fall Albertans will elect two-thirds of the board members of the 17 regional health authorities.
A Lifelong Learning System

Like health care, education continues to be a top priority of this government. Albertans need and deserve a lifelong learning system that provides the best possible start in the early grades, an accessible postsecondary system, and opportunities for job training and retraining throughout one's career.

The government will increase funding to school boards to help improve student learning. Boards may use these dollars to reduce class sizes, enhance literacy programs, or introduce other initiatives so that learning, particularly at the earliest grade levels, can be enhanced. There will also be more dollars for teacher salaries to ensure that Alberta can continue to attract and retain Canada's best teachers. Work will continue on the government's $1 billion, three-year commitment to build new schools and modernize existing ones so our students have a safe, healthy environment in which to learn.

Support for postsecondary students will be augmented. The number of heritage scholarships will be increased to meet the demand, athletic scholarships will be boosted, the Jason Lang scholarship will be expanded to students in their third and fourth years, and a new scholarship will be introduced for graduate students. Automatic student loan forgiveness and a more user-focused student finance system will also be introduced to make the postsecondary learning system more affordable.
Safe, Strong Communities

Another priority of the government will be to make Alberta communities as safe, strong, and self-reliant as they can be. The fight against crime remains a top priority for this government. This year community groups will receive more than $550,000 in grants for crime prevention initiatives. The Victims of Crime Act will be amended to better support and serve victims of crime by ensuring equitable award decisions and simplifying the appeal process.

Albertans value a caring society where children, seniors, and others who are vulnerable receive the support they need. The government is committed to providing this support, beginning with giving children a strong start in life, particularly those that are most at risk. This year a new pilot program will be implemented in which mobile community teams respond to crisis situations involving children, youth, and families in government care or at risk of coming into care. Another new program will be introduced to provide mentoring to youth leaving child welfare to ease their transition to adulthood.

Support for low-income Albertans will continue to be provided. The government will review income support programs to determine whether they continue to meet clients' needs.

Arts and culture play a vital role in sustaining the high quality of life Albertans enjoy. Recognizing this, the government will extend the Alberta film development grant program to encourage the continued development of film arts in the province. 
A Pledge

The government's plan for Alberta's future reflects the values of Albertans themselves, values of community and family, hard work and caring for others, creativity, confidence and innovation, and excellence in all endeavours. These are the values that have guided Albertans throughout the province's history, and they are the values that will continue to guide this government.

These values will shape Alberta's future, beginning with a Future Summit being held this fall where Albertans will help chart a course for the province's debt-free future. The summit will give all Albertans a voice in crafting the vision that will carry this province forward into the future.

The government will ask the Alberta Economic Development Authority to work with the ministers of Economic Development, Finance, and Revenue to plan and facilitate this event. The Community Development minister will also be part of the leadership team in recognition of the fact that the opportunities created by freedom from debt are not only about simple economics. Rather they are about quality of life. They are about the kind of province we want to live in and the kind of province we want for our children and grandchildren.

It is to our children and grandchildren that the government pledges to honour the trust that has been placed in it by Albertans. It will stay the course of debt reduction, fiscal accountability, and continued tax reform. It vows to build an Alberta that provides opportunities for all citizens to share in the province's prosperity and optimism, opportunities that will become limitless once the province becomes free of debt. This goal, once only a tiny pinpoint of light far in the distance, is now firmly in view thanks to the sacrifice and hard work of all Albertans. 

It promises to maintain a strong economy and stable agricultural communities, foster science and research, keep our environment clean, support excellent health and education systems that meet all Albertans' needs, and help build caring, safe, strong communities.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, and God bless you all. 
God bless Alberta.
God bless Canada. 
God save the Queen.

