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British Columbia: Health’s Speech, fifth session of the thirtieth legislature, April 29, 1975.

HON. D.G. COCKE (Minister of Health): Mr.

Chairmen, the Member for North Okanagan discussed a health matter under the Minister’s vote, and so I thought that I would just like to get up and discuss that matter for a minute or two as Minister of Health.

   Mr. Chairman, the Health department had a look at a publication that was put together by a group of university students two years ago under a LIP program.

   Mr. Chairman, I know the Member for South Peace River (Mr. Phillips) is feeling badly this evening because his leader got up and discussed the Minister without Portfolio for northern affairs (Hon. Mr. Nunweiler) as the first speaker and didn't even let his Member speak. As a matter of fact, Mr. Chairman, what he did earlier was offering his potential cabinet post to the Liberals.

   In any event, I'd like to get back to this whole question, and I think it is one that. . . .

   Mr. Chairman, I would just like to get on with the book that was edited by a group of university students. They offered it to the Health department, and my department looked at it. The senior officials in the Health department, many of whom have been there for any number of years a number of doctors in the department, a number of public health nurses in the department, very responsible health people - took a look at that book and they suggested that what was in that book was certainly worthy of support because it was understood. We moved it out into the community and found that it was well understood by the people that it was to serve.

   Then, Mr. Chairman, we went on, and when the home and school group has been here we have shown it to those many, many, many parents that visit here, and a number of people, parents of our children, supported that information. Getting that information into the hands of children who should have access to it if, in fact, they want it was, as far as they were concerned, a priority.

   Therefore the Health department printed 50,000 copies of it and made them available. Some school boards have not availed themselves of it. That's on their heads. Others have. Some home and school groups, PT As, have made that book available to their children, and that is what it is there for.

   You know, to use all of the kind of mid-Victorian terms, asking that children bury their heads in the sand. ... Actually what we are saying to children today in our society is: "Go to the corner, pick up a Playboy, pick up some other kind of magazine that is even far, far more revealing and that way get your education."

   I suggest to you, Mr. Chairman, that we should be telling the truth to our children, not hiding their heads in the sand and letting them learn everything they have to learn from the gutter, as is the position, obviously, of the opposition over here. Mr. Chairman, it is unfortunate. . . .

   And to take that out on the Minister of Education is just a bit much in this House. It shows that they presented an amendment that isn't even worth tearing up. It's unfortunate.

   Mr. Chairman, while I'm on my feet I would just like to say a couple of words. . .

   ... taking on one of the toughest portfolios of any portfolio in government

   . . . taking on that kind of a portfolio in inflated times, trying to fulfill the wishes and the aspirations of everyone in society for a better education system, asked to turn around a system that was created by her predecessor. . .

