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ALBERTA’S PROVINCIAL LIBERAL LEADER

W. R. HOWSON, E.C., M.L.A,

‘Go the Electors of the “Province of cAlberta:

In 1832 there assembled at the City of Edmonton from all parts of Alberta a large body of women and men with the determination
—firstly, that affairs of this Province must be changed—that no longer must our pgeople be neglected; and secondly, that they were
prepared to see that the change was brought about. With these things in mind the Alberta Liberal party was reorganized. It was
determined that no longer must the Government's policy of “driff” and “carelessness” be allowed to continue; no longer must the poor
be exploited and taxation increased from year to year; and no longer must waste be permitted.

In order to accorplish these things and to give Alberta a new start, people engaged in every indusiry and interest were consulted.
By correspondence, consultations and conferences, opinions and suggestions were obtained irom the grain growers, the livestock
breeders, the beet-growers, the homesteaders, those living on the irrigatiom projects, the teachers, the _retu;‘ned soldiers, the unem-
ployed, the eoal, oil, lumbering, fishing, merchandising and manufacturing industries, the tramsportation interests, the school and
rrpulliuclpal districts, and every other line of endeavour for the purpose of building up a Reform Policy, a People’s Policy, a Taxpayery

olicy.

It was believed that the problems confronting the people of Alberta at this time could be solved by &irect and definite action im

fhe province rather than by fruitless trips to Toronto, Regina, Winnipeg, Montreal, Vancouver and Otfawa as our Government has

been makind. Instead of facing our problems and trying to solve them our Government has been running away from them and the
result has been disaster. ' i

The considered opinions of the Alberta people, regardless of political affiliation or indusiry, have been obtained and consolidated
in the platform which the Alberta Liberal party is submitting for your consideration ‘'This platform is different from any that has
ever been adopted by any political party in this Province. It is not general in character but is specific as to what must be done
and will be done. It is the expression of the people of Alberta, and it is out ¢f the minds of the people of our Province that the
solutions of cur difficulties must come, tical

In presenting this platform to you the Iiberal party is at the same time requesting you, regardless of what your past poli
i_;eanipgs may hax}rlelb'een, to send us your personal suggest{ions as to what you believe will be good for your own district and for the

rovines as a whole.

The Liberal party is asking you to join in giving Albertz a New Start, a New Deal.

Yours sincerely,

Address:
Second Floor, Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg,
Edmonton, Alkerta. ) . 4
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. —Agriculture

To directly, energetically and definitely assist Agriculture by a
reorganization of that department along lines fo give definite and
efficient leadership in all branches of farming, and particularly:

(a) By obtaining markets for farm produce;
(b) By fighting for reductions in freighi rates;

(e} By changing the regulatioms affecting grazing and hay
leases {o malke them advantageous to the livesicek producer, and to
further assist him by broadening the livestock markets by fighting
for a reduction of tariffs and for advantageous irade agreements
relaiing to, the livestock market, zspecially in Great Britain and
the United States, and by legislation ic regulate the packers com-
peting with the producer and farmer in the feeding and finighing
branch of the business.

(d) By a complete reorganization of the poliey atfecting the
irrigation projects in order that the setfler may have an assurance
of building up a future home, and to encourage the development of
the sugar-best imdustry and all ofher special Iines of agriculture
which can advantageously be pursued on irrigated laods.

(e} By an energetic policy for the eradication of noxicus weeds;

{f) By a definité and aggressive policy towards remedying the
conditions in those paris of Alberta where water supplies are limited
or likely ic become limited, by taking immediate steps to conserve
and distribute the waier resources therein, by preservation of for-
ests and afforestation, the storage of flood waters, the return of
water into natural water courses, and natural reserveirs and such
other methods as may be necessary or calculated to resist drought
encroachment; ‘

(g) By working for a revision of the system of the grading of
grain whereby the producer shall be paid on the basis of use-content,
and investigating grain price spreads;

. (h) By a complete reorganization of the department in order
“to direet its efforts to meet the meeds of present-dey Agriculture
'nd to eliminate the waste of money due to the overlapping of the

- Gﬁ:perimental work "carried on by the Dominion and the Province;

(i) By amending the Homestead laws fto definitely assist the
new settler in secaring a home for himself and his family, and par-
ticularly to relieve the burden placed upon the homesteader in the
bush country, and alse by ameanding the Jaws affecting taxation of
homesteads;

(> By special attention to the improvement of market yoads;

(k) By dealing effectively with the adjustment of excessive
debis both as to prinecipal and interest; :

(1) By a complete revisiom of the presend system of taxation;

{m) By greater assistance fo rural edwucation;

(n) By the steady development of proper health services;

{0} By development of communication with the new settiements;

(p) By regular conferences with Alberta agriculturists dealing
specifically with their problems,

{q} By a thorough investigation into the cost of gasoline, oil,
farm machinery and other necessities for farming operations;

(r) By an energetic policy to obtzin working capital for agri-
culturists at reduced rates of interest.

Il.—Relief of the Taxpayer

(a) To relieve the taxpayers by reducimg the amnuwal cost of
Government by a complele reorganization of every department of
the gevernment in erder {o increase efficiency and to eliminate the

tremendeus waste, duplication and wnnecessary expendifures which

exist at the present time;

(b) To reduce taxation by a substaniial reduction in the inter-
est paid on the bonded indebtedness of the Province;

(e) To relieve the taxpayer by stopping the annual increase of
the interest debi by administering the affairs of the — ce so that
we spend less annually than we collect; . .-

(d) To relieve the taxpayer and assist the municipalities and
school districts by

1. A proper division of the revenues collected by the
Provincial Government as  belween the Province, the
Mumicipalities and the School Districts, i order that the
proceeds of taxation may be fairly distribuied;

2. A complele revision of 211 sources of taxation in order
that the iaxes may be reduced and wmade to apply more fairly
on ali the people; :

(e} To relieve the taxpayer by decreasing the interest-bearing
debt of the Province by applying the net capital revenue derived
froxn the natural resources and ail other net capital revenue to the
reduction of the public debt;

() TUntll such time as our system of public financing is
changed to relieve the taxpayers by providing that all future bond
jssues of the Province of over f.ive years maturity shall be callable
50 as to enable the Province to refund such bonds at lower rates
of interest;

{g) By providing that a proper sinking fund shall be maintained,

IIl.—Protection of the Home

That during the coniimmance of this depression the home shall
nat be lost by reason of the owner's inability to pay debts or taxes.

IV.—Public Health Service

{g) ¥For Children.

Public health service is even more important to the young than
is education. Without reasonable health the other things of life
count by Httle. The cost of health service to youth must be viewed
in the same light 23 cost of education, It is definitely a public
gbligation

(b} ¥er All Persoms,

The Liberal party supports the following reselution proposed by
the Liberal members of the Alberta legislature on April 14, 1934:

“Whereas proper medical attention is imperative to the people
of this province; and

‘Whereas to a large percentage of our people medical services are
not row available; therefore be it

Resoived, that this legiclature is of the opinion that the government
should subsidize sufficient medical practitioners and should also
provide sufficient district nurses to attend to the needs of those
people living in those areas where medical services are needed and
are not now available.”

(¢} Child Welfare and Health,

WHEREAS, the_ Liberal women of Alberta feel that the children
of Alberta are one of the country’s greatest assets, our future citizens
and leaders, and :

WHEREAS, present living conditions are seriousiy undermining
our children’s physical and mental health and morals;

THEREFORE BE IT RESQLVED, that we, the Liberal women
ot Alberta, urge that immediate steps be taken to provide better
health education facilities and a general improvement in living
conditions, having in view primarily the welfare of our children,

(d) Mealth Insurance,

RESOLVED, that the Liberal party approves the principle of
Provineial Health Insurance covering the fields of hospitalization,
medical and dental services, and nursing, and that the policy of the
Liberal members of the Legislature in regard to health matters be
extended unti] a feasible and adequate scheme of Provineial Health
Insurance is worked out and introduced by a Liberal administration.

V.—Education

Enlightened citizenship being the indispensable basis of success-
ful participation in the affairs of government and of the ovroper
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enjoyment and utilization of our heritage, material and intellectual,
the Liberal party stands for cgmal opporiunity ir education for all
children:

(a) By more adequale granis to school districts;

(b) By proper supervision of our schools im order to increase
efficiency;

(c) By a reasonable form of coniract to meet the requirements
of the teachers and school {rustees in order to elminate the dissatis-
faction which now exists, and to make the feaching profession
sutficiently aftractive fo enlist the services of the meost capablel
women and men,

The Liberal party when in power will take steps to bring about
rore uniform public school and high school curricula as between
the weslern provinces without in any way Hmiting the number of
optional courses within the provincial systems, so that unnecessary
loss of time, repetition of work and the purchase of new fext books
now entailed in the transfer of a student from one provincial system
to another may be eliminated.

The Liberal party promises a thorough investigaiion of public
school and high scheol curricula and théir relationships to the child,
greater ernphasis being placed on the necessity of building the cur-
ricula to sui$ the child rather than the moulding of the child to
the curricula.

The Liberal party will place greater emphasis on Agriculiural,
Physical, Pre-vocational and Technical education.

VH —Ex-Service Men and Their
Dependents

{a) To work to the end that no returned soldier and no de-
pendent of a soldier may be handicapped by reason of the service
which was rendered by such soldier;

(b} To definitely and actively fight for the betterment of the
condition of the ex-servicemen and the dependents of ex-service-
men, and particularly to work to the end ihat the contents of the
resolution set cut on page 269 of the Journals of the Legislature
1934, be fully implemented.

ViIL.—Unemployment

(2} UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF must be afforded to all who
are entitled to it, but the Liberal party maintaing that it is a Federail
responsibility and that the Province and Municipzalities should be
relieved of the liability in connection therewdith.

TUntil this responsibility is assumed by the Federal Government
the Alberta systera of adminisiration should be reorganized on the
fcllowing basis:

1 Tn all cases relief should be fair and adequate to those re-
quiring it; )

2. A work program, instead of a dole system, should be in-
augurated for those able o work, bant who, through no fanit of
their own, are unabie t{o find employment, and a doliar shomld be
paid for every dollar’s worth of work rendered and received,

(b UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE. The Alberta Liberal

party supports the Liberal party in its assurance that it will insti-
tute a mational system of Unemployment Insurance.:

VIll.—Industry and Labor

To set up a Department of Industry and Labor to work out the
problems of each, and particularly:

(a) To encourage all existing and new industries and to develop
our Natural Rescurces for the benefit of the people and not for
monopolies;

(0) To assist in finding and establishing markets for the pro-
ducts of all Alberta industries.

) To deal with freight rates and transportation;

(@) To investigate the excessive cost of gasoline, oil, farm
machinery and other goods and commodities;

{e) To revise the Workmen's Compensation Act to insure the
injured workman his just claims;

(£ To deal with the whole question cof Employment, Unem-
ployment Relief, Unemployment Insurance and kindred wmaiters
relating to industry and labor.

(g) To see that no man, woman or child in Alberta shall want
for foed, clething and shelter.

[X.—Alberta Telephones

WIHEREAS, the Public Accounts for the year ending March 31,
1633, together with the Statement of the Provincial Auditor (on page
205 of the said Accounts) disclose an alarming situation in the
capital structure and operation of the Alberta Government Tele-
phones;

AND WHEREAS, the Government has utterly failed to evolve
a2 plan for the management and preservation of the Telephone
System in the interest of the people; -

AND WHEREAS, the Public Accounts do not correctly show
the value of the said system;

AND WHEREAS, telephone service must be maintained in the
rural parts of the Provinee;

The Liberal party stands for a complete investigation inte and
appraisal of the telephone system, and pledges itself to preserve and
maintain the service for the bepefit of the people.

X.—Provincial Finance

The Liberal party pledges itsel to a policy of 50 conirolling the
credit of the province as to preserve the financial stability of Al
berta and to preserve the ability of the province to meet its obliga-
tions and at the same time carry on all necessary social services.

Xl.—Legal Reform

(a) Immediate reduction of court fees and legal costs;
(b} Simplification of legal machinery;

(e) Priority for three months wages against +he eatate o a
deceased insolvent debtor:

{d) Wider powers in the judges to divide property in kind in
actions of judicial separation and divorce.

XIl.—General Administration

1. Every department of government must be reorganized and
put on a business basis in order to eliminate the present encrmous
waste of the taxpayers’ money and to meet present day needs.

2. The number of members of the Legislature must be reducad.

3. During these depression days all high salaries must be cut
AOWIL

4. Interest rates must be substantially reduced.

3. Overlapping of work in various branches done by the Do-
minion and the Province must be ¢liminated.

6. Unnecessary overlapping cf work done by the several West-
ern Provinces should be eliminated.

X[IL.—General Develepment of Alberta

To defipitely work for the general development of all parts of
the province, and particularly in:

(a) The improvement ¢f transporiation facililies amd com-
munication; '



(b) The obtaining of a Coast outlet for the Peace River Country;

{¢) The improvement of the homesiead law and the relief of
the purdens on the mew sebiler in order to assist him in the estab-
lishmnent of & home;

(d) The enlargement and development of the Sugar Beet In-
dustry as a siep towards the solution of the problems of our
irrigation districts;

(e} The assurance of the integrity of the homes of Alberta and
their maintenance;

{f) The evolution of a scheme of old age pensions applicable
to all persons over sixty years of age;

{z) That the Alberia youth may be givem every opportunity
to assist in the developmeni of our Province, and that the veting
age to be fixed at eighteen years.

XIV.—Social Credit

The Liberal party pledges itself when returned to power to
employ three of the most expert Social Credit Advocates to carry
on a full and complete investigation into the proposed schemes of
Social Credit and to evolve and submit a plan of Social Credit for
the Province, which the Liberal party pledges itself to submit to
the legislature for its econsideratiom,

XV.—Monetary Reform

Usury once in conirol will wreck any nation. Until the control
of the issue of curremey and credit is restored to government and
recognized as its most conspicucus amnd sacred responsibility, all
tallc of the sovereignty of Parliament and of Democracy is idle
and futile.

(a) The Liberal party believes that credit is a public matter,
not of interest to bankers only but of direct concern to the average
citizen;

(b) It stands for the immediate establishment of a properly
constituted mnational bank to perform the functions of rediscount
and the conirol of currency issue concidered in terms of public need;

(¢) A ceniral bank is necessary to determine the supply of
currency in relation to the domestic, social and industrial require-
ments of the Canadian people and also to deal with the problems
of international commerce and exchange.

The Liberal party stands for a pubiicly-owned national ceniral
bapk which will, ander the control of the government of the mation,
issue mational currency and credit and manage the monetary system
in terms of public nmeed, for the purpose of raising the standard
of living of the people and for the farther purposes of advancing
the ecomomis security of the oocial system and the stability of
the natlon,

XVI.—Tari#fs and Markets

Whereas the present Federal (lovernment, by excessive tariffs,
dumping duties, arbitrary valuations, cancelling trade treaties and
by other restrictive regulations, has destroyed our markets for farm
products and at the same time maintained relatively high prices for
the essential equipment of production, thus causing unemployment,
yoverty, idle engines and freight cars, unbalanced budgets, dirmin-
ishing incomes and vanishing municipal credits;

And whereas there can be no relief from these distressing con-
ditions until trade obstructions are removed so that our markets
may again be recovered and emlarged;

And whereas in order to effect a re-opeming of markets for
Alberta products, the removal of restrictions on frade and an
immediate general lowering of tariffs are imperative;

And whereas a revival of trade is essential to the return of
prosperity in Canada, and Liberals believe that the extravagant
inereases in the tariff made by the Benneti governmeni are a
primary cause of the present depression;

And whereas about 70 per cent of the population of Canada
is engaged in the production of ecmmodities from the basic indus-
tries of agriculture, mining, Iumbering and fishing, and prices of
these commodities have largely fallen below produciion cost, and

" as a result our people are so crippled that they have Iost their

buying power;

And whereas the raising of the tariff walls against irade has
not only stagnated all business but has kepi the cost of living at
a high figure, and we cannot sell ¥ we do not buy;

1 Therefore be it resclved that one of the first things that
the Liberal party must and will do is to abolish these tariff increases
and take every step to increase trade.

2. Will promete trade with all natioms and negotiate trade
agreements with any country willing to trade with Canada, and
will also restore the British preference to help wecover the Briiish
market for Canadian basic commodities.

3, That the two greatest Blows that Canadian itrade has re-
ceived were the defeat of the Liberal reciprocity deal with the
United States jn 1911 and the defeat of the proposals in the Dunning
budget for trade with the Brifish Isles in 1930.

4. That the implements ased in primary production should be
admitted entirely free of tariff dumiy.

5. That a reciprocity treaty should be mnegotiated with ihe
United States similar to that proposed in 1911; and that further
trade agreements should be negotiated with other countries so that
our markets may be enlarged fthroughout the world.

If Yot Desire a Change
for the Better in Alberta

VOTE LIBERAL!

Vote DECHENE 1

J. M. DECHENE

Liberal Coandidale for Provineial
Constituency of St. Paut
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