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THE PURFOSE AND NEED

Here is a Provinclal Legislative Program which puts the interests of the
majority of the pecple in Alberta ashead of the interests of the few,

This political economic program will give the people of Alberta an
interest in and some control over the development of their natural resources,
It is a Provincial fiscal program that will put Alberta's potential and
fiscal reserve to work for Albertans in a plamned manner. Ib's implemerta-
stion is an immediate nocessity since it embraces full employment, allevia~
:tion of the tax burden on the residents and elimination of the anct-price
snueezs for the farmer. Albertans will be assured cof econcmical power for
industrial and residential consumpiinon; an equitsble share in the petroleum
industry; the cpportunity to sustain a competitive agricuiltural industry
a3 well as beunefiting from an equitable Provincisl-Municipal tax sharing
program,

A New Democratic Government wruld discentinue the pious hand-aul
approach to the basic affairs of Albertans. Albertans would be assured of
plarmed progress" through the institution of an Economic -Advisory Council
Representative of all basis interests in the Province inclusive of
Agricuiture; Commerce, Industry, Labour and the Consumer. The Power
resources could be re-organized and extended in such a manner as to lower
costs and to allow all areas of consumption to benefit therefrom.

A New Democratic Party Provincial Goverrment would place the earning
power of such an important resource as our Petrolsum Industry to the greatest
advantage to Albertans., The CGovernment would safegaurd petroleum reserves
for the pecople of Alberta and provide them with an opportunity to partake
of the development and the resulting benefits.

1. AGRICULTURE:

The welfare of the farmer and the rural areas is inextricably bound
up with the general prosperity of our Province. The promotion of co-oper-
tative endeavour in 211 aspects of our agriculiural industry is needed in
order to provide the farmer with maximum planning asssistance for attaining
optimum results. The New Democratic Party is dedicated to policies that
will assure farmers a fair share of our growing wealth.

The New Democratic Party believes that the family farm, enlarged to
meet modern needs and conditions; is a basically sound unit for agricultural
productinrn and a desirable socigl imstitution. It provides a unit of
production in which families may exercise ownership and managements; it
fosters personal responsibility and human dignity - all of which contribute
to a greater stability for our rural communities.

A New Democratic Govermment would provide all possible assistance
in establishing the Family Farm as an efficient unit of production. The
Govermment would:

(a) provide long-term credit on favourable terms for the financing
~f adequate acreage and equipment for modern operaticns.
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(b) maintain and expand research, extension services, information

programs and gemerally help farmers keep abreast of efficient
methods of operation.

(¢) assist producers tc retain control and to minimize vertical
integration within the industry since this integration has
traditionally caused the exploitation of the farmer,

(d) enact Marksting Board Legislation.
Furthermore, it is the objective of the New Democratic Party to
relieve the agricultural industry of the cost-price sgueeze
through the promotion of co-operative production and co-operative
methods of distribution of both produce and manufactured goods
used by the industry. If necessary to achieve these aims, a
Department of Co-operatives would be established.

A program would bte developed for assoclgting the agricultural complex
with secondary industry. This could provide added commerce, employment and
a further cash income for the fammers. The premotion of suck industry would

utilize surplus agriculiural preducts, surplus agricultural Yabour and
investment.

It is one of the aims of the New Democratic Party, as a Govermment,
to reduce the costs of farm machinery immediately through legislation that
will attempt to standardize farm machinery parts, ‘

The New Democratic Party, as a Provincial Government, will assure
the well~being and maintenance of the Family Farm through the provision of

grants to municipal and county districts for the establishment of qualified
Veterinarians in all districts.

2. INDUSTRY:

Alberta. along with all the prairie provinces of Western Canada,
needs a dynamic aporoach towards supplementing it's sconomy through
industrial expansion. Alberta has among it's many power sources; coal,
water-power and petroleum. This is a2 substential basis upon: which to
establish profitable industries within the province. Alberta also has
a growing manpower potential.

In order to take advantage of our Industrisl FPotential and to devalop

it for the benefit of Albertans, A New Democratic Provincial Government
woulds

(1) institute a plan of intermediate and longwierm low-cost crsdit
to small growing industries.

(2) offer assistance in Planning and promotion of small growing
industries,

(3) plan the promotion of co-operative enterprise in areas of need.

(L) enact such lebour, industria 1 and other legislation that will
provide the necessary impetus for the development of industry and
commerce in Alberta.
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The New Bemocratic Provincial Government will give immediate
congideration to the maximum development of -

(a) electrical power production. ‘
(b) the Petro-chemical industry and allied research,

(e) pulp, paper and Iumber with emphasis on assisting the
small operator,

(d) fertilizer and other fam chemicals.

{e) development of a primary steel industry in Alberta under
public auspices.

(f) the Alberta Lakes Fishing Industrye.

3._PUBLIC POWER

Elsctr:c power, which is a nabural monopoly, but is deemed es-
sentia®  to the welfare of the people of Alberta will become the
responsibility of the New Democratic Government.

Today, electrical power has become as essential to our well~being
gg * water and sewasge systems, streets and highways. It is often detrime
- enbal to the welfare of Albertans to have such a public utility under
private ownership and especlally absenies ownership which alienates an
essential natural resource.

Compensation to the private owners will be in terms of paidwur
caritale

Public ownership and control of the production and distribution
of consumer electric power in Alberts would be advantageous to Albertang.

A principal feature of Public Power for such a utility as elee~
tric power would be that any financial surpluses, after allowances for
depreciation and expansion, would be appPisd towards &

(a) Re-imbursing the farmer's who have paid exhorbitant installse
tion costs.

(b} Provide installations in the future at a reasonable cost,
and

(¢) Maintain present lines,
Such a policy would s
(a} Avoid subsidizing private industry at public expense through
5o called "break-even! prices which do not provide for
replacement and expansion
(b) Provide for the replacement and expansion of plant cut of

sernings, thus avoiding the burden of interest charges on
borrowings,
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{c) Provide a good wage and salary policy, thus promoting employes
morale and efficiency.

The development of coal-burning thermal units for electric power in
coal mining areas of the province will be enccuraged as econcmic aids to
these depressed areas and as an added source of power for indusiry and
domestic use.

Le OII, AND GAS POLICY:

Since the people of Alberta have first call upon the rich resources
of natural gas in the province, a wertically integrated, equitzable and
efficient system from natural gas fields and producing wells to the
distributive services will be developed.

A New Democratic Party Government will set up:

1. Crown-ownership and development of the Athabasca oll sands in the
long-term interest of the people of Alberta and Canada.

2. Public ownership of the donsumer public utility natural gas
gompanies in order to utilize their profits for necessary public
welfare services and to provide domestic and industrial consumers
with a cheap source of energy not subject to foreign pricing.

3¢ Increased royalties on the production of oil and gas from
conventional fields after the recovery of exploration and
development costs by the private oil and gas companies, in
order to maintain the provincial revenue from these resources.

i, Support for Federal and Provinecial incentive measures designed to
increase Canadian ownership of provate oil and gas companies
in Alberta.

S5 Government aid through a Department of Co-operatives, to expand
the existing Co-operative 0il Refineries of Regina or a similar
Company into Alberta and to develop an integrated producer-
consumer cc-operative oll company.

6. Support for an oil pipe-line to Montreal to expand the Canadian
YMarket,

7« Beform of the Right of Entry Arbiiration Board and the Expropria-
ttion Procedure Act to assure fair dealing for the owmers of
surface rights in connection with the exploration and development
of the oil and gas industry.

4 reduction in the cost of production may be expected as a result of
such policy providing Albertans with a naturally economical supply of
consumer gas, thusly benefiting home cwners, commercial and industrial
USErS .«

The Public Utilities Board would be re-organized and the regulations
governing it brought into conformity with the policy on Public Power and
0il and Gas.
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Contracts for supplies will be handled under definite rules of conduct
designed to prevent the exploitation of these public utilities by private
mamifacturers of equipment. TWhen faced by organized trade or menoply
suppliers (submitiing for example, identical bids), the wtilities will

be authorised to seek bids outside Canada, appeal for an investigation of
the cost structure of the suppliers, and if necessary, enter into the
manufacture of equipment., Similar rules will govern engineering and
construction contracts.

5. MEDICARE:

4 New Demeocratic provincial goverrment would institute s prepaid,
comprehensive publicly sponsored Medical Care Plan similar to those of
Saskatchewan, England and Sweden.

6+ WELFARE:

A New Democratic Government will replace the present badly co-ordinated
legislation and inadequate assistance with a well-rounded, up-to-date program
designed to meet the socizl problems created by our modern complex society.

The New Democratic Provincial Government will:

(a) Proceed to develop a co-ordinated welfare program designed to
help those who are genuinely in need.

(b) Negotiate with Ottawa for a single unconditional Welfare Grant to
replace the present multiplicity of specific grants, and then to
assume full financial responsiblitiy for welfare.

(e) Bstablish county or municipal district welfare regions in co-
cpsration with the municipalities, so as to optimize administrat-
itlon efficiency and ewployment of irained personnel at the
ilocal level in all parts of the provincs., Administration of
welfare allowances will be placed entirely in the hands of
county or municipal district authorities.

(d) Bstablish a School of Social Work and a School of Clinical
Psychology at the University of Alberta and offer scholarships
to enceourage aanable young men and women to enter these fields.

(e) BEstablish a Social Ressarch Centre to develope effective ways
of dealing with group and individual social problems in
Adberta.

(£) Support private agencies by the co~ordination of all welfare
agencles, both public and private so that facilities and
trained personnel may be most advantageously used. Services
and results of research centres would be made available to
all agencies,

(g} Establish a policy of periodic preview and adjustment of
widows' and disabled persons" pensions, and of supplementary
allowances - so that such persons can maintain an adeguate
standard of living. 6



(h) Make provisions to assist widows who have children for whom
home care must be provided.

(1) Establish a Royal Commission to enquire into child welfare
problems including those of retarded chiidren, in an effort to
find new and improved approaches, and to strengthen and broaden
the program of child welfara.

(i) Request that the Dominion Government pay a $75.00 pension
without a means test at 65 years for men and £0 years for women

7. EDUCATION:

The New Democratic Party believes that 2 rolitical dsmocracy provides
the means by which people through their govsrnment, may progressively
develop and expand the social and economic sector of society in the interests
of all people so that they may truly govern themselves.

The policies and program of the New Democratic Party (Alberta Section)
established by the membership of the party in convention, endorsed by the
people of the province in general election, shall become mandatory as
government policy.

We believe that education should be the major concern of any worth-
twhile provincial government and that in a truly democratic community the
Provision of free and equal educational opportunities for all should have
the very highest priority.

We consider that the primary aim of education should be to raise the
level of thought and understanding throughout the whole community, to train
informed citizens with critical, alert minds, camable of thinking about the
many problems which face our world and sble to make a wise and reasonsd
choice of nolitical representatives and policies,

While we pursue this major educational objective, we should at the
same time, provide every child with adequate preparation for his chosen
vocation whether it be a trade or a profession, and we should sirive to
prepare as many scholars and scientists as we posgibly can,.

As well as accepting the responsibility for the education of the
normal child we should alsc be responsible for providing the education and
training to retarded and handicapped children to the maximum of their
potentialities,

To achieve these purposes, it will be necessary to increase the supply
of teachers and to improve their training and gqualifications. The salary
and status of the teaching profession should be raised, The Alberta
Teacher's Association should continue to be recognized as the official
bargaining agent for the teachers so +that it will attract many young and
able recruits to it's ranks, Our objective should be to achieve small
classes in order to make more individual teaching possible. It should be
the aim of any progressive Provincial Government to remove the major part
of the financial burden of education from the shoulders of the municipal-
:ities and thus to aid in Spreading improved and squal educational Ffacilities
throughout the province.
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Greav Lipuitance showld be attached to adult educabion and community
colleges esteblisied in varicus parte of the province. These would abolish
semi-llteracy, pruvids training fer the wnskilled or for those whose skills
have become obsolets and provids cpportunity for continuing education.

lilversity edvcaticn has entered a period of encrmous sxpansion and
development. Wu should as thet all who can benefit from university
trazining have %he Cpportunity avelleble without financial or other obstacles,
University fess chould be abelished and bursaries should be available to
cover tlie reascnabls living exponsss of ail gualified students.

of the student,

Libreries « Adequute librery service is fundemental o inplement~
satlon cf the sducabion nrogran and to adult educaticn programs. There-
ifor, we propose = regional librery program which will bring readily
accessibie library service to every area of Alberta with the consideration
of the scheool 1librory progran being integrated into this regional program.

8. DMELOYHR!

In zddition to any Federal plan for full employment, a flexible
provineisl development pregran of prbiic works would be planned for the
needs of ssasunel =nd short-teim periods of unemployment, and to assist
municipalitiss finzieially with a cimilar NIOgram .

Jvinonopwensem would not only provide jobs in time of need, but

could provide schools, nospitals, roads, parks and other public facilities
in an efficient snd nrderly manner,

9+ LABOUR LEGISTATION IND TABOUR E.iATIONS:

7

Both Provineial and Mmicipsl employees would be given the right ta
organice end to bargain collectiveiy on the same basis as private employees;
to be rovorad by uvnemploymeat insursics =nd to be protected by an Alberta
Labour Act in 211 respecis.

A Now Democratic Parhy Government would co-operate with the Federal

G‘O vernment Lo et :.‘.bl..f:-h:..flr' & Foderal mimgs ram gtandsrd forg a five ~day w eekp
=] 2
a }_LO--hou::‘ WESTA

The New Dsicorstic Party would establish legislation and incorporate
it in the albeitalsbour Act to pProvide legal protection of minority groups
in fair employmmt snd fair accommodabion.

& New Domocratic Govermment would co-gperate with the Federal
Government on a sound and realistiic progran far the development of a full
Health and Social Szeurity program end would btake whatever legislative
means necessary to assist the Federal Govermment to include portability
of pensions for both public and private employees.

1%, COMPENSAT TGN AND SAFETY:
Industry and Lebour working together have brought about tremendous
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reduction in accidents. If all segments of society worked together under
a Provincial Safety Program, highway, home, farm and factery accidents
would be grastly reduced. The present Compensation Act would be revised
and extended. It would be %tc cover the agricultural industry; and
revised to provide workmen with full wages during pericds of injury
resulting in loss of work, to provide widows and disabled workmen the
means of maintaining a standard of living comparable to that received at
the time of such fatality or disabling injury.

11. URBAN AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT:

Hand in hand with an industrial development program will go a
chalienging redevelopment program for aiding growing cities with:
slum clearance, progressive arterial road development, schools, hospitals,
libraries, cultural and recreational Ffacilities, Provincial leadership
planning and financing would be offered for necessary re-organization
of metropolitan complexes such as the Edmonton and Calgary metropolitan
areas.

Legislation designating authority and responsibilities of cities,
towns and villages would be brought into context with the times. The
original powers allotted are not to-day extensive enough for coping with
the major responsibilities with which these growing cetnres are burdened
both administratively and financially.

Re~definition of towns, villages and hamlets would be undertaken
in the light of their ability to finance &nd their potential to entice
industry which could provide reascnable industrial tax revenues.

The relations between such bodies as the Administrative Council
and the School Boards would be reconsidered in orderto develop harmonious
association, effective programs and ample financing.

Socialogical studies of rural areas would be underisken by the
government . Library and other advantageous services would be provided
for rural residsnts.

12, PRCGRESSIVE TAYES:

A New Democratic Govermment will raise money by the following
means:

(a) Increase corporation taxes, reduce depreciation allowances and
eliminate the tax-dodging which now takes place through such
devices as excessive exvense accounts and sales rromotion.

{b) Adopt a Progressive policy regarding the prices paid to brewer-
1les and distilleries to divert a large oroportion of the
exhorbitant profits into the public treasury without affecting
the price to the consumer.

(¢} Collect a proper share of the tremendous revenuss now being
realized by. companies exploiting the province's natural
TESOUrCas.
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(d) Impose a weight-distance tax so as to requirs highway carriers to
Pay a fair share of the cost of building and maintaining the
the highways they use.

(e) Urge the Federal Government to amend the Bank Act to provide
that assets of a province (including municipal assets) be discount-~
ted in a manner similar to the disconnting of bankers' securitiss
now in practice. This would mean a great reduction in excess-
tive intersst carrying charges.

(£) If our province becomes responsible for income tax collections,
increass tax-deductions to compensate for increased cost of living.

13« AIBERTA'S NATIVE PEOPLE:

The New Democratic Party recognizes that the needs of the Indian and
Metis people of Alberta pose special problems., It is the responsibility
of the govermment to bring those citizens equal privileges and opportunities
with other Alberta citizens, The New Democratic Party proposes special
study and action in full accord and co-onmeration with the Indian and Metis
peorle and co-ordinated with the Federzl Governmsnd. These citizens
should have the full right to maintain and develop their own culture and
recognition of their treabty rights.

The New Democratic Provincial Government wills:
(a) establish an Alberta Department of Indian Affairs,

(o) establish an Alberta Council on Indian Affairs to advise the
Department. This coumcil would consist of representatives
from the Indian Association, it's Advisory Council Sociologist
and cthers as the Council deems necessary,. It would be a
permanent standing committes. It would function to recommend
studies and action to the Department of Indian Affairs, The
New Democratic Provincial Govermment would negotiate with the
Federal Government to effect compliance with as many as
possible of the recommendations pertinent to Indian needs made
to the Joint Cormittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate and
House of Commons.

1li. HOUSING:

Teo avoid the crushing burden of s econd mortgages and short-term
financing, a New Democratic Provincial Government would set up a crowm
corporation to enable residents ‘o purchase old homes at NHA rates,

A New Demccrsatic Prowincial Government would sesk agreement with
the Federal Govermment to provide additional assistance for adequate low
rental and low cost housing.

15, FLUORIDATION =

Benefits of adding fluorides to the municipal water supplies are
widely recognized in medical circles. A New Democratic Party Government
would turn the question of adding fluorides to the municipal water supplies
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over to the Department of Health, This Department would sppeint a
comnittee to study the question of fluodidation, publish it's findings
and submit rocommendations. Municipal authorities would be given
statustory power to enable them to carry out the recommendations of the
Department on the basis of a simple majority vote,

16, NUCLEAR ARMS AND RADIATION HAZARDS:

Fallout Shelters, as advocated by the Provincial and Dominion
Governments, are neither exceptionally sturdy nor impervious to dust.
Since it is also questionable whether life would persist in areas exposed
to the intense radistion resulting from a nuclear blast, a New Democratic
Party Covermnment would undertake to present the public with true facts
about radiation hazards. A governmental policy which through spectacular
publicity and propagands, prepares the public for the acceptance of
nuclear war would be rejectad.

The provincial New Democratic Party government would also appoint
a committee of experts to monitor radiation levels in the province and
inform the public through the provinecial Department of Health at weekly
intervals, .

17. AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE:

Ls private insurance is not meeting the needs of the people the
New Democratic Party would institute a publicly cwned automobile insurance
plan, similar to the plan in Sasksatchewszn.

18. SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELCPMENT :

A New Democratic Pariy Government would make optimum use of the
Alberta Research Council. The Alberta Ressarch Council would be responsible
to the Alberta Legislative through a delegation. The Alberta Research
Comneil would assist the Government in plaming the economy by means of
research results and by means of scientific information. Incustry would
be encouraged and allowed to develop for the best interests of Albertans.



