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I

The ﬁ;berta New Demccratic Party;

Its Basgic Principles and Aims

1, Democratic Soecialism and the Alberta New Democratic Party

" As its name indicates, the New Democratic'Pafty is
strongly dediéated to democceracy. The Party believes that the
degree of political democracy we enjoy in Canada now® is one
of the most valu=lLle parts of our heritage., I% is no accident
that Now Democrats have gained the reputation of being outstand-
ing parliamentarians and defenders of the civil righté of
minorities. Bﬁt, as the name also indicates, New Democrats
believe that the level of democracy we have attainéd'so far is
inadequate; we need to work towards a new democcracy, It is by
virtue of its belief in a new democracy that the New Democratic
Party is socialist as well as democratic, |

Unlike Progressive Conservatives, Liberals, and Social
" Creditors, New Democrats believe that the ideal of democracy
has been only partly attained, The reason for this is that vast
areas of social life - especially economic life - remain far
beyond the control of ordinary citizens, Decisions about what
shall be produced, when, and where, and decisions about where
we shall make our living, and under what conditions, are now
left largely in the hands of private businessmen,.nmong whoem

the most important are the managers of large corporations. Not
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suprisingly, the managers of private enterprises are commonly
more interested in private profit than in the public interest
or social justice., The New Democratic Party believes that this
gituation can be remedied only by sccialist measures, that is,
by extending the sphere of democracy to include the'ecbnomy.

The New Democratic Pérty believes that the achieve-
ment of this new demoecracy requires two Complimentary approaches.
First, representatives must be elected who are committed to pass
legislatinn ensuring that major economic decisions conform to
popular wishes, Full democracy is a myth as long as the peoples’
elected representatives allow major policy decisions tb be im-
posed by a far larger voice in the organizations - especially
the economic organizations - which play such a large part in
their lives, Our society will be genuinely democratic when all
people participate fully in determining the policies of the
institutions which directly affect their lives. 1In short, as
socialists, New Democrats work toward the strengthening and ex-
tension of botﬁ_direct and indirect (representative) democracy.
New Democrats believe that socialism and democracy go hand-in-
hand.,

As the movement of democratic socialism, the New
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Democratic Party differs from both the old-line parties and the
authoritarian parties of both Left and Right. In particular,
the NDP firmly rejects the position of those who would im~
pose a2 bogus “socialism" by anti-démocratic means, Believing
that socialism is nothing more or less than economic democracy,
the New Democratié Party condemns dictatorship in all its
forms, |

- (Ttems 9, pp. 1=2)

(Item 10 is identical in wording at this .point)

2., The foundation of the party and its basic organization

2,1 PFoundation: The New Democratic Party was founded federally

in 1961, and the Alberta branch of¥* the party ~ the Alberta New
Democeratic Parfy - was founded* in 1962,

(Item 9, p.1l)

2.2 QOrganization: In keeping with its demccratic convictions,

and in ccntrast with every other Canadian political party,

the New Democratic Party is itself a democratic organization.
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- The basic unit of organization of the Alberta
N.D.P. is the Constituency Organization. The programme
of the Party is decided by the Annual Provincial Convention,
delegates to which are selected by the Constituency Associa-
tions. Between Provincial Conventions final‘authority in
the Alberta N.D.P. is vested in the Provincial Council which
consists of the Executive of the Party plus elected rep-
resentatives from each constituency.. The democratic
charactér of the Party is shown particularly clearly by
the fact that the position of the Provincial Leader, along
with all other major offices of the Party, can be contested

at any Provincial Convention. (Item 10, p.Z2)

2.2 Funding of the Party: Again in keeping with its

democratic convictions, and in contrast with every other
Canadian political party; the New Democratic Party relies

for its financing on numerous small donations rather than

on large contributions from private corporations. Again,

in contrast to its rivals, the N.D.P. has repeatedly called
for legislation requiring publication of sources* of campaign
funds. No doubt wishing to conceal their reliancé on the
generosity of big business, the other parties have so

far refused to accede to these demands. But the struggle
‘will continue, for the N.D.P. believes that secrecy is

the enemy of democracy. (Item 10, pp.2-3)
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3. Fundamental Principles and Objectives of the Alberta New

Demecratic Party

The Alberta New Democratic Party shares and endorses
the fundamentai principles and objectives of the federal New
Democratie Party. Specifically, it endorses the fdllowing
statements by the Federal Party: (JAB)

3.1 The Foundiﬁg Resolution of the Federal New Democratic Party

A New Party

Canada is a land of abundant resources - moral, cultural
and material. Yet unemployment, waste, political corruption
and commercialization of taste and values continue and have even
increased, The reason is not that Canadians do not want a better
society, but ﬁecause economic development is still unplanned,
wnstable and operated chiefly for the benefit of the few owners
of great corporations.

Moreover, we face new challenges everywhere, Our re-
lations with North and South America, with the Coﬁméﬁwaalth and
Europe, with new states in Asia and Africa, as well aé our defence
policies, have to be reassessed in the light of new factors.

Our contribution to world peace must be more posifive and more
originél. The pértnership between English and French-speaking

Canadians must be made more meaningful and valuable to both, and



6.

the civil rights of all Canadians must be fully protected., To
meet these challenges we must infuse a new spirit of social
purpese and wbrld‘resphnsibility into our national policies,
New ways are néeded.

For these great tasks the New Democratic Party has been
founded, It seéks to unite for democratic political action all
Canadians who put human rights and human dignity above the mere
pﬁrsuit of wealth, and public welfare before corporaté power.
Democratically organized and financed, prepared to apply new
methods of Locial and economie planning, the New Democratic
Party will translate into practical federal and provincial pro-
grammes the idealism and demoeratic faith that are now so frust-
rated, It adopts and will carry forward to new levels of
achievement the best objectives of the farmer and labour, co-
operative and social democratic movements for which so many -
progressive Canadians have striven in the past. |

This is why the New Democratic Party has been founded
and why it invites all Canadians to join its ranks,

- Fouﬁding Convention, Ottawa, August, 1961

3.2 A Dynamic Future

A New Democratic government will accept the challenge
of being the architect of Canada's economie¢ future., It will

plan continuous growth, for a dynamic, expanding economy., Yet
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growth by itself is not enough: it must have a social purpose,
The New Demoeratic government will harness this growthi

(a) to achieve ahd maintain full employment of manpower and
resources, natural and developed;

(b) to allocate these resources in a just and rational manner
among the varioﬁs'public and private uses to which they might

be put; f

(¢) to distribute the wealth produced by Canadians'inVSuch a way
as will assure to all a decent standard of living, and allow
every indivié;dl the opportunity to achieve his best;

It is here that the New Democratiec Party differs fund-
amentally from the other parties, They have been forced by
events into increasing intervention in the economy, but their
tinkering has-been reluctant, They still believe in the dis-
credited 19th century superstition that a host of unrélated,
unplanned privaté decisions will somehow "work out" in the public
interesf. “

That-this is not so is tragiecally clear, The Canadian
people have paid dearly for lack of planning. Senseless waste,
needless hardship, chronic unemployment have been its results,
All this in the midst of glaring need for social projects -
schools, hospitals, public works and decent housing - to enrich

the lives of a people willing and able to produce them,
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01ld party governments suffer from yet anotﬁer super-

stition; they continue to speak piously of "free enterprise”.

In its name they have weakened the economie growth of Canada

and her people., The truth is that the economy is effectively

in the hands of corporate giants,'and true freedom of enterprise
has been stifled. The New Democratic government will éxpand
opportunities for genuine private initiative by providing stéble
economic growth and by curbing corporate control,

At the same time, New Democrats believe that direct
public accovrcability and control in some areas of thé economy
are, by their nature, more suitable and desirable, The New Demo-
cratic government will expand publie and co~operative ownership
for such purposes as the operation of utilities, the development
of resources, the elimination of monopoly concentrations of
power, and the operation of major enterprises immediately and
directly affedting the entire nation.

- Federal Convention 1961
3.3 Principles

The New Democratic Party is pledged to bring about in
Canada a new soéiety, more just and more humane, in which the
needs of humanity will come before the drive for individual en-
riehment, The principles which this society will embody, and

which are the principles of democratic socialism applied to our



time and situation are:

(a) That production be for use, not for profit.

Economic production will be directed to meeting the
gocial and individual needs of people, It is the aim of the
New Democratic Party to modify and control ithe operations of
great.prbductivegqrganizations and, where necessary, tb develope
new institutions: public, joint publiec and private, and co-
opérative organizations which will ensure that economic prod=
uction will beiiirected primarily to meeting the eéonomic and
social needs of the‘people and not to the profits of private
enterprise, Such institutions will be part of an overall
pattern of economic planning in which the principles of
democratic.socialism will ensure the widest possible consul-
tation with those involved and leave ultimate control in the
hands of the péople's elected representatives, The powers and
responsibilities of all levels of gdvernment, federal, provincial
and municipal, will be invoked to carry the plan to a éuccess-
ful conclusion,

(b) That every individual be agsured, insofar as it is in the

powers of the community to do so, the means to lead a full life.

No individual will be debarred, through the lack of
material means, health care, or adequate education and training,

from developing his talents and potentialities and leading a
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full and creative life,

{¢) That all citizens enjoy full and egual rights,

All citizens and residents will be assured of equal
treatment before the law and in accommeodation, employment, and
in the use of all-public services, without discriminaticon as to
sex, religion, race, colour or language.

The traditional democratic rights of freedom of speech,
religion, assemﬁly and association and freedom from arbitrary
arrest, ﬁill be expanded to confirm the right to form associations
for collective bargaining, and the rights which flow from this,

(d) Inat men’s creative Dotentiél be liberated.

The aim of society will be to liberate and develop
to the fullest the creative potentials of individuals., This
will be done in part by a re-organization of work so as to el-
iminate as far as pessible drudgery and repetition, by the ex-
tension of educational opportunities and by providing the maximum
number of avenues of cultural expression, Pressures towards con-
formity in modern mass society must be resisted, The New
Democratic Party is dedicated to the unlimited freedom of the
mind of man.

(@) That society cherish and show regpect for diversity.

Each of the two nations out of which Canada was created

must be assured the means of full development and expression in
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all regions, and“all the diversified cultural groups that have
honoured us by choosing Canada as their homeland will be helped
and encouraged to retain and develop the great traditions which
enrich their lives and the whole Canadian society.

(f) That the gpirit of brotherhocd be expressed between nations,

Canada's policy will be based on the search for peaee
and for a jﬁst'world order in which the glaring contrast between
wealth and povérty'will have disappeared. The New Democratic |
Party considers-that cf equal importance to setting our own
‘house in order is Canada's responsibility to the most effective
contribution to world peace and stability that lies-within our
power, Convinéed that the real and most'menacing threat to that
‘peace and.stability lies in the dire poverty of the majority
of the human race; the New Democratiec Party will not hesitate
to call on the Canadian people %o make those sacrifices which
may be necessary to ensure for Canada a role commensurate with
our national weélth in the task of raising the liﬁing stand-
ards of those'hundreds of millions who today live in poverty
outside the "affluent society” created with modern.industry.

The.Néw Democratic Pﬁrty will allow no obstacle of
private interest to stand in the way of achieving these twin
goals of a rich ahd rswafding life for our own people and a sub-
stantial contribution to the struggles of less fortunate peoples
to attain the same rich and rewarding life for themselves,

-~ Federal Convention 1963
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I1

HUMAN RIGHTS

1. The Alberta-New Democratic Party believes in the dignity
of man and in the establishment of a society in which this
dignity is enhanced and made prpductive. not merely in the
narrow sense of physical production, but in the total human
meaning of the:word.
| Provincial Convention, 1966
| (Items 4, p, 14 and 9; p.9)

' The Alberta New Democratic Party further haolds that
(a) All citizens must enjoy full and equal rights; |
(b) The éim of society must be to liberate and develop to the
fullest the creative potentialities of all individuals;
(¢) Society must cherish and show respect for diversity.

(JAB, tho' see I, 3.3 above)

But the Alberta New Democratic Party believes that
true political, economic and social freedom has yet to be attained.
Free thought is repressed through pressure applied to employees,
through limited access to the mass media, and through political
pressure., In such an atmosphere it is often difficult for the
average citizen to know what is true, and upon the knowledge
of the truth alone can freedom be assured. (Item 9, p.9}. More-

over, the Alberta New Democratic Party helds that certain
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sections of society are discriminated against in a wide variety
of ways. (JAB),.

In view of these facts the Alberta New Democratic Party
will by legislative, educational and all other means séek as
far as is in its power, not only to secure the guarantees of
justicé and freedom mentioned below and to provide for the
fullest development of man’s consciousness, freedom and creativity,
but also to protect and enhance the positions of all sections
of society which are discriminated againast. Two seétions are
especially discriminated against - women and native peoples. For
this reason special attention in this pelitical programme is

devoted to these sections of society. (JAB)

2, Guarantees of Justice ahg Freedom for all Citizens

2.1 A New ﬁemocratic Government would enact 1egiélation to
provide the following guarantees of justice and freedom to all
citigens:

(a) Legislatibn to ensure that all citizens and residents of
whatever background be assured of equal treatment by fair em-
ployment and fair accomodations act, and recourse in law to
violations of human rightd, |

(b) The establishment of true representation by population
through a non-political commisgion which would keep electoral

boundaries up. to date,"
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(c) The enactment of legislation to provide for freedom of
speech and for complete political freedom of the civil service
and of all employees.
(d) The provision of penalties to be levied against all who
practlce political persecution or repression.
(e) The establishment of a commission to investigate present
legislation governing Communal Land Groups,
(f) The establighment of a permanent voter's registery.
(&) The restoration to Indians of their rights as a member
nation of Cz xada, i.e, the right of decision making and a fair
share of the tax dollar,
{h) The establishment of the office of "Ombudsman®, the develop-~
ment of the office of Public Defender, and the development of
a legal aid scheme,
(1) The establishment of a Commission to investigate the present
power of government tribunals, and to establish a méans of appeal
to the courts from-decisions by such boards.
(j) The limitation of the invasion of the privacy of the citizen
through (i) the elimination of the practice of wire-tapping

(ii) legislation requiring a court order for the opening
of school files By anyone other than a licenced teacher and
the destruction of all records except a record of marks obtained

in departmental examinations upon the completion of Grade 1l2.
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(k) The removal of all censorship regulations,
(1) The reorganization of correctional institutions in the
Province and the hiring of a provineial director with University
qualifications and tfaining sufficient and appropriate to his
field.  '
(m) Por the protection of the consumer, legislation would be
introduced: | . _ |
() protecting the employee from present abusive practices
in compensatibn?éwards
(ii) providing for disclosure of interest (proélamation)
(iii) curbipg false packaging and false claim for goods
offered for sale to the publie
(iv) establishing a bureau of consumer affairs,
(v) encouraging the development of co-operatives and other
means whereby:the consumer may organizeﬁfor his own protection,
| Provincial Convention, 1966
(Items 4, pp.l13-1# and 9, pp.9-10)

2,2 BE IT RESCLVED that the example of the Manitoba-
New Democratic government be followed and that
neighborhood law offices be established in .
communities throughout the province,

(a) such offices shauld’be independent of
the control of beth government and
. the Law Society
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(b) such offices should be funded by the
utilization of interest on lawyers
.trust accounts

(c¢) these offices should be controlled
by community boards

(d) such offices should be staffed by full
time salaried lawyers whose purpose
should be:

(1) to provide a legal service to the
community and its individuals

(2) to eastablish preventative law pro-
grams

(3) to assist in community organization

(4) to explore methods by which the
legal system can be made more respons-
ive to the needs of low income people

- Provineial Council, 1973.

3., Alberta's Native Peoples

3,1 The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and supports the
following resolutions passed by the federal New Democratic -
Party:
3.1,1 Indian and Eskimo Affairs

The New Democratic Party, having as a basic philosophy the
recbgnition of the dignity of the human being, a respect for
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moral aﬁd cultural values, a belief in equality withoﬁt regard

to race, and cultural values, a belief in equality without re-
gard to race, creed, colour, or religion, a deep desire to foster
nutual trust aﬁd respect among all pecples, the will to promote
advancements in the spheres of education, peace, securify and
freedom: knowing that‘the‘native Indian of Canada has in the

past had his needs and hopes disregarded and gsacrificed, fer-
vently desiring to bring solutions to his problems, hereby
declares that a New Democratic government will: |

(a) have as ils ultimaile objective the repeal of the Indian Act
and the elimination of all government activities which place

the Indian people in a separate group;

{(p) bring azbout an arrangement for regular and systematic reviews
of Indian Affairs so that Indians may have the greatest possible
degree of contfbl and influence over their own destiny, and to
ensure that the repeal of the Indian Act takes place at a speed
commensurate withﬁthe needs and desires of Indian people;
(c)Iintroduce'self—government on reserves, giving the fullest
possible power and authority to Band Councils with corresponding
restrictions on the present authority of the Minister of Indian
Affairg Branchg

(d) enact laws fo let a province assume responsibility over Indian
Affairs providing such transfer accords with the desires of the

Tidians;
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(@) launch an aggressive programme of educational integration;

(f) greatly increase opportunities for adult edueation; vocational
training and job placement for Indian people;

(&) ensure that Canadian Indians will enjoy all benefits accorded
other Canadians by any Canadian Bill of Rights;

(h) create an Indian Court of Claims, financed by the government,
for the hearing of disputes over Indian lands or trusts;

(1) at the wish of the Indians concerned re-negotiate the various
treaties;

(j) establish and finance an Economic and Social Development
Board including}representatives chosen by the Indién people, and
independent of the Indian Affairs Branch, %o promote, among other
things, economic development, jJjob opportunities, adulf education,
public understanding, and to work with the variousrprovincial
governments and associations of Indian people;

{k) convene a federal—provincial conference for the purpose of
working towardé the above goals asg quickly as is humaﬁly possible
and to determine the distribution of cost sharing between the

two levels of government;

(1) the New Democratic Party in addition to the actiohs taken
oﬁﬁﬁehalf of the native Indians will also take steps to protect
Eskimos égainst the invasion of their rights and to establish
for them the fullest opportunities for their development on the
basig of equality with other Canadians.

- Federal Convention, 1963,
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3»1.2 Indiang

In recent years, Canadians have come o realize the
dismal results of over a cgntury of ineffective and insensitive
Indian policy. We have been forced to realize that it is the
white man who has set the limits of Indian life and that the
responsibility for Indian affairs cannot be left to the federal
governﬁent but‘fhat some vital responsibilities must fall to
the provinces and the municipalities as well.,

Indians must be given the means to choose éhd control
their owx futureé, whether these be on the reserves, in total
assimilation in the white community, or in other intermediate
gsituations,

No matter how well-intentioned ,federal programmes
cannot help but be paternalistic in cne way or another, Federal
pewers in this field must be.made to devolve onto the provinces
at least to the extent that municipal status can be granted to
the reserves, x

Only in this way can the principle of Indian self-
administration be effectively established, decision.making be
decentralized to alleviate the present sense of frustration and
paralysis amdng the Indian population, and finally, only in this
way could there be a wider range of community development pro-
jects on the reserves, under the direction of Indians leaders,
with the goal of making life on the reserves a rich and

economically viable position.
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The treaty rights of North American Indians to hunt
and fish on reserves and the uninhabited Crown Land are necess-
ary for the Indians’ survival, particularly in northern commun-
ities; and.

The"Migratory Birds Convention Act", an international
agreement made by the Canadian government, was passed without
- any regard for prior Indian treaty rights; and

Indiang are now legally liable to be prosecuﬁed under
the said Act for exercising their said rights under this Act
and justifiskly resent thelr rights and livelihoods being for-
pidden to thems

BE IT RESOLVED that the NDP endorse the present
brief of the Union of Ontario Indians in this.
matter and request the federal government to
exempt all "treaty” Indians from the Migratory
Birds Convention Act, thereby allowing all “"treaty"
Indians to hunt and fish on reserves and un-

inhabited Crown Land.,

Federal Convention 1967.

2,1.3 Indian Policy

History is a necessary and relevant element of the
present debate about Indian policy in Canada, The history of
the treatment of the Indian people cannot be ignored. It forms
a part of the pﬁesent'consciousness of the Indian people; un-
resolved histofical conflicts continue to be central issues in

the present day.
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4 fair deal for Indians, or indeed for anyone, does
not consist of forgetting the past and presuming to give every-
one equal opportunities in the race from here on. .Tﬁe Liberal
government cannct wipe out the discrimination of more than a
century by washing its hands of the Indian problém; Legitimate
demands for an end to the paternalism and bureaucracy of the
Indian Affairs Department have been mistaken for deﬁands that
Tndians be thrown into the rat race of a society which is, in
many cases, foreigzn to them,

Tne decision, outlined in the recentyhite Paper on
Tndian policy, to treat Indians as individuals, to let them
stand or fall on the same basis as any other Canadian citizen,
derives directly from the central conceptions of the Liberal
government®’s kind of seventeenth century liberalism, At first
blush, the individualistic approach looks reasonable, but it
can quickly be seen that it fails to accord any importance to
anything larger than therindividual, i,e, community, hation,
collective rights, culture, ete.

The new "freedom” for Indians is freedom to participate
in the siruggle for survival, Little does it matter that some
'other group sets the rules by which success shall be measured.
Little does it matter that some are less able to compete than

others., The drive for excellence has overwhelmedlthe need for
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compassion,

The government seems completely to have ignored the
analysis and recommendations of the more sympathetic Hawthorne-
Tremblay report on the contemporary Canadian Indian,

In line ﬁith the principles outlined, the New Demo-
gratic Party resolves: |

{a) that the cuestion of Indian treaties must not be
ignored but must be sattled fairly., The Government
must be prepared to sit down on an equal basis with
the people affected and come to a mutually agreeable
understandirT;

(b)Y that in situstions where there were no treaties
out should have been = the British Columbia Indian
guestion and similar cases - the government must be
willing to acknowledge legitimate hereditary title
to lands and negotiate mutually satisfactory settle-
ments with the tribes involved; :

{¢) that documents and studies relating to the Indian
situastion pe made available to the Indian people
through their own organizations, rather than being
kept secret by the government;

{(d} that £ifty percent of the members of the pro-
posed Indian Claims Commission to deal with griev-
ances should be composed of Native Indian people
themagelves;

(e) that, unlike the recent white paper, policy
declarations and actions be discussed and negotiated
with the Indian people before presentation;

(£} that when Indians are given title to their land,
mechanisms be set up to ensure that they are not in
any way swindled or cheated in further transactions
with such lands

(g} that in order to ensure a meaningful dialogue
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with the Indians, a2 majority of Civil Service-
positions directly concerned with Indians at all
levels be filled with Indians, and that they have
the right to conduct their dealings with the '

government and government agencies in their own
language,

- Federal Convention, ‘1969,

3,1.4, Native Psoples

The vast mzjority of the North American Indians, Eski-

mos, and Metis suffer chronic unemployment and inhuman living

conditione; and

Throoe is continual racial discrimination against these
native peoples In many aspects of Canadian society; and

The native peoples of Canada are treated as z colonized

peorles
BE IT RESOLVED that an NDP government will;

{a) accept and promote as a basic prineiple the

right of the native peoples (registered Indians,
Eskimos and Metis, as the case may be) to be involved,
through their organizations and at the community
provineial and national level, in all aspects of
decision-making which directly affect their lives;

{b) set as its goal the creation of a viable
egonomic and cultural existence for the natlve
pecples af this country:

{¢) establish a native reparation fund which will
be adegquately funded, administered by and for the
benefit of the native peoples;

(&) recognize aboriginal and treaty rights of North
American Indiasns and Eskimos in a manner consistent
with the resources of the 1970's;
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{e) support truly native organizations and consult
these organizations for further resclutions and
suggestions which will enable the party to implement
this poliey.

- Federal Convention, 1971

3,L.5 Aboriginal Rights

The New Demoeratic Party re-affirms its recognition of
the aboriginal rights of the Indian and Inuit peoples within
canada, These rights should be enshrined in the Canadian
Constitution %.. & way which will enable them to preserve and
protoct their languages and cultures, and which will place a
cliear responsibility upon the federal government to recognize
and deal with their aboriginal land title.

Recognifion and dealing with the abeoriginal peoples
on their land title must involve the following principles:

{2} & recognition of the obligation to deal with Indian Claims
where Indian people have lost or are gradually losing the use
of the land: either the full use of the land must be protected
or the claims based on Indian title must be dealt with to the
gatisfaction of the Indian people involved;

(b) in the areas where Indian people still have the use and
control of their lands, no encroachment is permissible without
the consent of the Indian people involved;

(c) if the itreaties meet adequate standards of fairness, a

recognition of treaty promises as they were understood by the
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Indian people, If the treaties fail to meet adequate stand-
ards of fairness this failure must be acknowledged and‘fair and
adequate arrangements made to the satisfaction of the Indian
pecple involved;

{(d) a recognition of the obligation to restore or, with the
consent of theSIndinn people, to compensate for tﬁe loss of
gpecific rights (such as hunting, fishing or trapping‘rights)
which are eithér'ﬁreserved in treaty areas or whichlexist in
non-treaty areas as part of unextinguished Indian'rights and

~ which have %;én curtailed by government action,

- Federal Convention,1973

3.2 Indisn and Metig Albertans

3.2.1 The Alberta New Democratic Party recognizes that the
needs of the Indian and Metis people poge special problems, and
that it is the responsibility of the government to allow these
citizens priviléges and opportunities equal to other Albertan
citizens., The New Democratic Party proposes study énd action
in co-operation with the Indian and Metis people, and co-
ordinated with fhe federal government, These citizens should
have the full.right to maintain and devglope their own culture
and recognitibn‘df their treaties,

A New.Democratic Party government will:

{(a) establish an Alberta Department of Indian Affairs;
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(b) establish a permanent Alberta Council on Indian Affairs to
advise the proposed Deparitment of Indian Affairs*, This Council
will consist of representatives from the Indian Association,

its Advisory Council Socioclogist and others as the Council

deems necessary. - The Alberta New Democratic Party govérnment
will negotiate with the federal government to effect cdmpliance
with as many as .possible of the recommendations pertinént to
Indian needs méderto the Joint Committee on Indian Affairs of
the Senate and House of Commons.

- Provincial Programme, 1963 and 1966,
(Items 8 and 9)

(c) propose an extension of the provincial franchise to the
Indians of the province which would not in any way'eﬁdanger
their existing treaty rights.

| - Provincial Programme 1967

(Tteme 8 and 9)

3.2,2 Because the Indian and Metis people in the province of
Alberta are treated as second class citizens seeking employment,
and because the Human Rights legislation in Alberta has little
teeth, a New Dembcratic Party Government would change the Labour
Act and seek ways and means ﬁhereby our native people could re-~
ceive equality in employment opportunities.

Registered Indians

The Alberta New Democratic Party accepts the treaties
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made with ﬁlbefta's aboriginal nations as the solemn agree-
ments they were, and as such disagrees-with the statement of
the Government of-Canada, on Indian Policy, 1969, that"...A
plain reading of the words used in the treaties reveals the
limited and minimal promises which were inecluded in thém". In
the treaties of 1876, 1877 and 1899 certain promises were made
to the Indian people; some of these are contained in the text
of the treaties, some in the negotiations, and some in.the mem-
ories of the I&fi&n peopie. The Alberta New Democratic Party
view 3z that all these promises are part of the treaties and
must be honoured.

An Alberta New Democratic Party governmenf will,in co-
operation with Indian spokesmen, negotiate with the federal
government in order that these lawful obligations to Treaty
Indians will be recognized,

Metis and non-registered Indians

The Alberta New Democratic Party recogniies the real
and valuable contributions to Alberta society made by the Metis
people, and recognizes the Metis culture as one distinct from
other cultﬁres.‘ln Alberta New Democratic government will take
steps toward»fhe legal recognition of a Metis person.

Most pedple of Indian ancestry adhere to a native

culture whether their ancestry is patrilineal or matrilineal,
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Non-registered Indians are recognized as such by the Alberta
New Demccratic Party. |
-~ The Alberta New Democratic Party,
A Primer, 1973, (Item 10)

3 .2.3 Indians and Taxation

BE IT RESOLVED that nce Indian whether reglstered
by the Government of Canada, as such or not, is

- subject to taxation, And that an Alberta New
Demoeratic Party Government will as soon as poss-
ible relieve all Indians of the burdens of taxation
over which a Provincial Government exercises

jurisdiction, - Provincial Convention, 1974

3 .2,4 Indier Aﬂﬂ Metis Housing

Native people in Alberta live in the midst of an alarm-
ing level of housing deprivation, especially considering that
Alberta is a relatively affluent province in an affluent country,
Overcrowding for metis housing is 7 and 1/2 times a8 severe as
among the Alberta population, Six times as many mefis live in
houses which are condemned compared to Albsrtans génerally, A
full 1/3 of metis dwellings are unrepairable and should be de-
molished and réplacgd immediztely. Alberta's metis people want
this situation changed, for such adequate housing produces
chronic ill héélth, drastically increases infant mortality
rates and general disease rates. It has been proven to reduce
family stability and the chances for adults t¢ obtain well pay-
ing jobs, Inadequate housing destroys the chances of any
person to improve their lot in life and jeopardize any self-

help project. The situation regarding metis housing is clear,
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The Alberta Housihg Corporation admits that metis have not re-
ceived government housing assistance to the extent that other
groups have, Little has been done by the present go#efnment
in the last feﬁ‘ygars to improve the circumstances under which
metis people in Alberta live, It is immediately necéséary that
~a large number;éf sound weather proof units be built to provide
a healthy environment with financing based solely on the family’'s
ability to ray. The planning must involve the people‘in each
community who will occcupy the houses, As much as possible, the
organizatic. and administration of such programs and the actual
construction should be placed in the hands of the-metis people.
Previous paternalistic programs handed down from on-high by the
goverﬁment have not succeeded. Metis people must be given the
cpportunity to help themselves, Godvernment must provide finan-
cial assgistance. | |

Thérefore_; with the belief that all Canadian Native people
be adequately housed,

BE IT RESOLVED that a New Democratic Party Government

Y?u%g;vide_funding adequate to raise metis housing

to standard equal to the Alberta average.

2, That the Metis Association and the Alberta Gov-

ernment work jointly to develop housing programs in

conjunction with representatives of local metis

communities,

3, That local metis communities plan, organizé"and ad-

minister the particular programs to be run in their

respective communities,
: -~ Provincial Convention,1974
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3.,2,5 Indian and Metis Hunting and Fishing Rights

It must be recognized that by virtue of the Alberta
Naturzl Resource Act of 1930 the Province of Alberta is ob-
ligated to reéognize and give effect to the rights of native
people to hunt, fish and trap. This‘is an obligation which
should be wiliing to be accepted by the province, Hunting and
fishing rights are of the greatest importance to the native
people for two basic reasons,
(a) It has ber.. a basic food source and (b) it has since the
begir.aing of éommercial 1life in Alberta been the basic economic
base of need in Alberta.
| The restriéfions imposed upon native people wifh respect to
hunting and fishing have deprived them of their basic source
of protein, nﬁtfition which has not béen adequately replaced.
In Alberta thére is virtually an epidemic protein deficiency
amongst native children., The Indian infant death rates have
been almost double the rate of the general population for some
time. As a result of hunting and fishing restrictions among
native peoplerthere has been a definite shift of traditional
drives to a dependence on manufactured foods, However, this
has also been accompanied by incomes too low to buy nutrition-
ally adequate foods.

Yet increasingly both the federal and provincial
governments aré advocating these rights without adequate re-

placements. The New Democratic Party recognizes the rights
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acquired by virtue of treaties and that such rights are part
of the concept known as aboriginal rights, Thus, both the
rights of treaty Indians and the rights of metis and non-
status Indians are recognized.

It is-therefore resclved:

1. The rights of treaty Indians to hunt and fish
for consumption purposes on reserves on unoccupied
_crown lands to which they have a right of access be
guaranteed. It is further recognized that the
treaties guaranteed that trapping would continue

as an econcmic base for treaty Indians,

2, It is recognized that by virtue of their native
ancestry Metis and non-status Indians have hunting,
fishing and trapping rights, These should be re-
alized by the granting of special permits to native
people to hunt, to fish for consumpiion purposes on
metis settlements if they are resident in the settle-
ment otherwise on all unoccupied crown land and lands
to which they have a right of access. ‘

3. That hunting and fishing for consumption purposes
takes priority to all commercial rights.

4, That the province and major native organizations
establish a committee to fully investigate the feasi-
bility of hunting, fishing and trapping as an economic

commercial basis, :

5, That where such obligations are found to be feasible
that the province co-operate and assist financially in

‘establishing native hunting and fishing and trapping
industries, ‘

6. Where native hunting and fishing rights conflict
with the privilege of sports fishermen and hunters,
the former shall prevail,

7. That the province and native organizations shall
co-operate in attempting to obtain the agreement of

the federal governments that the fish marketing corp-
oration be controlled by a joint board consisting of
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representatives of the federal and provinecial
governments the Indian Association of Alberta,
the Metis Association of Alberta and native com-
mercial fishermens' organizations,

8, That an amendment be made to the Alberta Labour
Act to define the relationship between the corpor-
ation and fishermen as that of an employee and
employer thereby permitting native fishermen to
form a union and obtain certification,

9. The above provisions operate notwithstanding the
provisions of the Wildlife Act and Fish Marketing
Act and regulations thereunder, ,

10. The Provincial Government in co-operation with
native organizations would investigate the feasi-
bility of setting aside wildlife areas over which
native people would have the power of game manage-
ment., - :

11, That fish and game conservation would be a matter
for joint Provinecial Government, Federal Government
and native jurisdiction,

- Provincial Convention, 1974

3.2,6 Indian and Metis Employment

BE IT RESOLVED that a New Democratic Party Government would:

1. Implement immediately a native community em-
ployment program to train and employ natives in

thelr own communities for employment and positions
such as court workers, teachers aides, community
health and sanitation workers, adult education in-
structors, social workers, etc, It is essential

that such services be expanded. Past experience

shows that the benefits of such expanded services

are tremendously higher when staffed by native persons,

2. Estéblish immediately a native loan and grant
fund and native credit union organization to assist
native people to develop their own economie and
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employment opportunities. Further that technical
advice and consultation be provided when requested.

3. Eliminate all exemptions to minimum wage legislation
so that all native (and white) workers are adegquately
rewarded for their labour,

L, Establish guidelines for the employment in the
civil service and in firms contracting with govern-
ment of native people at least in proportion to
their share of Alberta's population, These employ-
ment goals are to be met within three years of an
NDP government,

- Provincial Council, 1974
(Item 7)

3.2,7 native Job Opportunities in the Development of
the Athabasca Tar Sands

The area commonly known as the Athabasca Tar Sands is
cccupied by a iarge native population., It must be remembered
that for the most part,'the native people as a class, represent
one_of the lowest income levels in Alberta, Thus; the
development of the Tar Sands in whatever form it tékes place
représents'an.opportunity for a radical economic improvement
to native peopie in the area, However, without provincial
government assistance, the greatest likelihood is that native
people will be used for traditional and transitional labour
type jobs with no possibility for economic development in any
meaningful wéy. The province must help native people gain
access to the skill jobs which provide a permaneht source of
employment and income,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
That the New Democratic Party demands as a pre-
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requisite to the development of the Athabasca
Tar Sands that the Provincial Government and
trade unions and developing bodies and corp-
crations or any other natural resource devel-
opment establish a program of accelerated train-
ing for native pecople resident in the area

and all other residents in the area which upon
completion of the course would be equivalent

to a period of apprenticeship and that period
should be agreed upon by representatives of

the provincial government, the trade unions

and major native organizations and further

that Provineial Government and developing bodies
finance a cross-cultural education program for
all employees,

The rurpose would be to ensure that upon comp-
lse¢ion of their work on the project, such
native persons would be qualified trade union-
ists.

- Provincial Convention, 1974

3.2,8 Treaty Rights

BE IT RESOCLVED that an Alberta New Democratic
Party government would interpret Sections 10,

11 and 12 of the Alberta Natural Resources Act
ag an obligation on the part of the provincial
government to live up to the spirit of the
treaties of 1876, 1877 and 1899 and would ensure
the fulfillment of all remaining valid land
claims and the protection of Treaty hunting,
fishing and trapping rights

- Provincial Council, 1974
{(Item 7)

3.2.9 Na;ive.People and_the Alberta Justice System

(a) An Alberta New Democratic Party government will give

Indians equal rights to those of other citizens in the pur-
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chase of liquer,
| - Provincial Programme, 1966
(b) Be it resolved that:

1, Provincial Magistrates should have the dﬁty
imposed on them to inquire inte the ability to
pay flnes.

2. Minimum fines should be abolished.

3. Warrants of commital for default in payment
of fines should be abolished.

4, Duty ‘council should be provided for all docket
courts.,

5, Training programmes for native court workers,
native probation officers must be radically ex-
panded and financed by the provincial government,

6. The province should enact provincial legislation
permitting provincial judges to grant absolute and
conditional discharges, :

7 That a wide range of conditions be allowed in-
cluding: a) where appreopriate work in lieu of fines,
b) orders of abstension from alcohol combined with
supervision, prohibition from residences, and cer-
tain places for training, medical and 1nst1tut10nal
-therapy.

g. That as part of the above, alcohol treatment
centres should be expanded to better provide a
means of treatment of alecholic problems,

9, That alcohel and treatment centres should be
established in northern Alberta

10. That where possible comprehensive facilities
should be established to include alecoholic treat-
ment, drug counselling, medical treatment. probation
officers and so on.

- Provincial Counecil, 1974

(Item 7)
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L. Women

h.,1 The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses the follow-
ing resolution passed by the federal New Democratié Party in
1971: (JAB)

Women in Canada

Men and women are inherently equal but in.order to
achieve genuine and complete equality a change in attitudes
must accompanj‘a change in institutions., Stereotyping of
women, or men'inlfemale/male roles, whether in educational
Pprogrammes or as sex objects in advertising must be discour-
aged. Equal pay'for equal work and equal minimum wages, long
policies of the NDP, are minimal programmes to aboliéh the
present secondary position of women in Canada. The NDP
recognizes that women are presently discriminated agalnst in
many ways both hidden and overt and it is necessary for our party
to assume a p051tive and progressive position on the role of
women as equal, participating partners in today'’s home, social
public and economic life, to enable women to achieve equality
as well as intent, The NDP recognizes the right of women to
choose to stay at home or join the work force and will take
gsteps to solve.the problems encountered by women in either
role. To this end the NDP government proposes the following

programme:
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Working Women

BE IT RESOLVED that an NDP government will enact
effective changes in legislation that will provide:

(1) prohibit discrimination in employment on the
basis of sex and marital status; _

(ii) that a worker (or her agent) be able to refer
a violation of relative legislation to agency set
up for that purpose;

(1ii) that!the agency administering equal pay

legislation be given the responsibility and author-

ity to investigate all cases of suspected violations
whether or not a formal complaint has been laid,
and prosecuted if action is not taken;

(1v) no digeriminatory action shall be taken agalnst
any complainant or person acting on behalf of a
complainant;

- (v) that in casées where the complaining workerrls not

satisfied with the outcome of her- case,’ she be glven
the right of’ appeal- _

(vi) that where the law has been violated ‘the worker
be fully compensated for any losses in pay, seniority
rights, vacation and other fringe benefits;

(vii) that unions, employee organizations, employer
and employer organizations be subject to this law;

(v111) that penalties be sufficiently heavy to con-
stitute effective deterrents;

(ix) that the legislation specify that it be appli-
cable to part-time as well as full-time workers;

(x) that a woman be allowed maternity leave with pay
of whatever duration the woman and her doctor deem

_necegsary and at the end of that time the woman may
- choose to return to her pesition without penalties

regarding seniority or salary;
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(xi) that vecational and technical training and
higher education for the part-time mature student
be made freely available and that an accelerated

.~ retraining programme for mature women re-entering
the labour force be instituted. '

(b) Family Planning

Be it resolved that an NDP government would:
(1) conduct further research into safe methods

~ of birth control for men and women and into
methods of abortion;

(ii) make.available free information and birth
control devices to anycne requesting them;

(1iii) remove section 237 from the Criminal Code of
Canadas _

(iv) pardon all qualified medical practioners
convicted under section 237 or section 150 of the
Criminal Code of Canada and drop such current
prosecutions under these sections; '

(v) provide adequate facilities in hospitals or
gspecial clinies for sterilization and abortion
procedures,

(¢) Child Care

Be it resolved that an NDP federal government would
enact a national Child Care Act under which Federal
funds would be made available on a cost sharing
basis to the provinces for the organizing, building
and running of child care centres. Such centres
would be. owned and administered by a public agency
or co-operatives, equitably financed and subject

to minimum standards of quality, including competent
and adequate staff; they would be available to
working and non-working parents alike. Under this
legislation, community, parent and employee groups
would be encouraged with public funds to hire or-
ganizers to develop such centres,
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(d) Homemakers

This convention supports the general principle that home-
makers with children should receive financial recognition and
recommends that the NDP undertake to research all aspects of

this concept.

(e} Women legislation

BE IT RESOLVED that a federal NDP government
will:

(i) eliminate legal disabilities suffered by
women merely on the grounds of their sex;

(ii) embark upon a public information campaign
to explain to all citizens why there must be no
discerimination on the basis of sex,

- Federal Convention, 1971

h.2 : Women in Alberta

At the annual Convention of the Alberta New Démocratic
Party in 1971 the Party adopted the following resolutions in
order to establish a clear provincial policy on the question
of women's rights (JAB)

L ,2.1 Women and the Alberta Human Rights Act

Therelis an urgent need to end discrimination in all
forms in our society; Yet there exists a great deal of dis-
crimination against women because of their sex., The Alberta
Human Rights Act prohibits discrimination on the grounds of

"race, religion, ancestry or place of origin, in accommodation,
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employment and trade union membership. But discerimination
on the grounds of sex is not prohibited in the Act. There-
fore,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta NDP accept as a
basic human principle equality of the sexes and
therefore, urge with all the powers at its command,
that the provincial government amend the Alberta
Human Rights Act as follows:
(a) to include sex as a prohibited ground of dis-
crimination;

(p) to strengthen the punitive sanction of the Acts
{¢) to allow for the administration by special per-
manent board comprised of a representative number

of women. The Board shall have the same powers

that a Board constituted under the Public Enquiries
Act have under the Act and in addition, the discretion
to decide whether to prosecute the offender;

(d) the first priority of this board shall be to en-
sure that. the principles of equal opportunity and
equal pay for equal work shall be implemented.

4 ,2.2  The Alberta Human Rights Act, if amended as underl .2.1
above,'would‘pr0§ide a négative sanction agaihst discrimination
on the groundS'of sex., But it is also the responﬁibility of

the government positively to encourage equality between the
sexeg and to'correcf the imbalance that now exists. Hence,

the Alberta New Democratic Party urges strongly that the

following resolutions be implemented: {JAB)

h 2,3 wOrklng Women
| WHEREAS women are generally socialized to accept
roles as wives and mothers to the exclusion of all other worth-

while pursuits including a meaningful career or continuing
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education ANDVWHEREAS those women who are forced to work most
often find themselves as part of a large pool of relatively un-
skilled workeré.who'labour for low wages and are most affected
By the_vagaries of the economy, |

(1) "BE IT RESOLVED.that. the.Alberta New Democratic

support and. work .for the institution of the follow-

Aing reforms: ' ‘

‘(a)\The setting up of more programs to train teachers

and guidance counsellors specializing in services to
- adults and to female adults in particular

{b).The establishment of retraining programs (under the
Department of Manpower and Immigration) with allow-
ances for women at the secondary and post-secondary
levels without requiring membership in the labour
force in the immediately preceding year or years

(c) The institution of a program through the Alberta
Department of Labour to persuade married women .
trained for University teaching and research to re-
- turn to, or embark on an academic eareer .

(d) The gfanting of more financial aid to the part-
time Mature Student

(e) The setting up of university associate scholar
plans which would allow both men and women to pursue
‘independent part-time study

(f) The equalization of standards for the granting
of financial did to married students.

- Provincial Convention,1971

(ii) BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta NDP urge that:

(a) the Alberta government elimate all discrimin-
~atory practices within the provineial civil service;

(b) firms that do contract work for the federal and
provincial governments must be ordered to actively
recruit women workers to open all training programs
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to them and to make available part-time works

(¢) the government should provide special in-
centives to0 encourage women to enter the labour
force in new employment areas where demand for
services is increasing.

- Provincial Convention, 1971

L .2.4 Women and Unions

'BE IT RESOLVED that the NDP

(a) encourage women, especially those who are NDP
members, who are in existing unions to form in-
ternal groupings with other women to exercise their
participation in union decision-making processes

and to formulate demands which will improve the sit-
uation of women workers in their places of employ-
ment. ‘ -

(b) alsoc encourage working women, especially NDP
members who are non-unionized to participate in
organizing themselves and their co-workers to
achieve union status and

(¢) that unionized persons, especially NDP members
be encouraged to press for internal education of
Union members to include films and seminars on the
_role women workers have played in the history of the
labour movement,

¥.,2.5 Women and Marital Property

Undef-the present law community of property between
sﬁouses does-nqt exist unless a spouse can show financial
contribution to the property or can show an agreement that
the property is being held jointly. This causes the_mdst

hardship to the wife since she is usually the partner who stays
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home and raises children and although this work in the home is
valuable, undefbthe law this job is not deemed to be financial
contribution towards property acquired during marriage and,
thereforé, this property will legally belong'to the working
spouse. b_ o
BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta NDP urge the present
government to immediately establish a legislative
committee to determine the most feasible way of en-
suring that both spouses have equal rights to marital
property. ,

- Provincial Convenfion. 1971

he2.6 Women‘aé Students

WHERZAS the full development of female studenfs is presently
hindered by sex discrimihation in schools and universities in
areas such as texts, teachings, curriculum and program placement

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic Party
include in its program and actively work for the
following reforms: _

(a) Primary level story books and reading texts
which portray female, as well as male, characters
in a variety of active roles, -

(b) Social studies programs which include a thorough
study of the historical role of women in different
socleties, movements which have arisen to increase
womeh's participation in political and economic
activities and the achievements of women in the
labour movement, politics, the arts, the literary
field, etc.

- {(e) Co-educational school shop courses to develop
a minimum of manual skills and home management
courses to prepare people for minimal housekeeping
and child-rearing tasks.
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(d) The introduction of a family life education
course in the pre-puberty years which would in-
clude information on birth control, problems caused
by early pregnancy and parental responsibilities.

(e) Training programs for guidance counsellors and
teachers which would include instruction on methods
of eliminating discriminatory channelling of women
students into certain areas of study and certain:
occupations and methods of encouraging female
students to develop intellectually on an equal
basis with their male colleagues at all levels of
the school system.

(f) The establishment of centres at all post-
secondary institutions to provide academic in-
formation and special counselling for female
students, .

: (g) The gfanting of financial incentives to en-
courage at least one Alberta University to estab-
lish an ‘institute of Women's studies,

{h) The setfing up of courses at all universities
on the history and present status of women,

- Provinecial Convention, 1971

4,2.7 Women and Taxation

Undér the present Income Tax Act, if a husband and a
wife work together in the husband's business, her income from
the business is deemed to0 be his for income tax purboses and
this reinforées-the traditional dependency of womeh on their
husband's incomes and contributes to the wife's sense of
worthlessness aé-a worker in society. THEREFORE |

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta NDP urge the Fed-

. eral government to amend the Income Tax Act in order
that a spouse who is a bonafide worker in the other



ks,

spouse’s business should be legally deemed to be.
earning an independent income and should be
eligible for all benefits accruing to the independ-
ant worker.

- Provincial Convention, 1971

4,2.8 Women and the Law

The present criminal law, both in its administration and
in certain of its substantive provisions, is discriminatory
against women, Therefore,*

(a) Be it resolved that the Alberta New Democratic

Party press the federal government for repeal of all

diseriminatory substantive provisions, and further,

(b) Be it resolved that as a first step the Alberta

New Democratic Party urge the provincial Attorney

General to issue instructions that there will be no

further prosecutions of prostitutes under the

vagrancy section,

- Provincial Convention, 1971

b ,2,9 Child Care

The carejdf.pre-school children should be recognized as
being aS'mucﬁ-é public responsibility as is the education of
children wholaré 8ix yeérs old and older., Moreover, many of
the present arfangements for the care of pre-school children
are harmful physically mentally and spiritually. For these
reasons, more and better quality day care, nursery and baby-
care facilities are needed. Therefore,

(1) Be‘it resolved that the Alberta New Democratic

Party accept as policy the principle that society

must provide a wide variety of publicly owned faci-~
1lities for the care and developement of pre-school
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children with top quality programmes and pro-
fessional supervision in community and work places
at no cost to parents, and

(11) Be it resolved that the Alberta New Democratic
Party pressure the federal and provincial govern-
ments to implement the following reforms: '

(a) the establishment of firee 24-hour community
child care facilities set up in consultation with
area residents who will determine where such
facilities are needed, maintain control over their
operations and supervision and encourage partici-
pation on a voluntary basis in these operations;

(b) where the need is established, all working
establishments with more than 50 employees must
be required to set up worker-conirolled day-care
faeilities for babies and young children on their
premisess '

(¢) all facilities and the professional servicés
provided must meet government standards set in con-
sultation with the parents;

(d) parents should be allowed to share in the care of
their children for a few hours each week (aleng with
professional help) with no loss of earnings;

(e) there should be community-controlled facilities
in schools for after-school and holiday care of young
sehool children when parents are working.

- Provincial Convention, 1971

4 .2,10 Women and Family Planning

WHEREAS a woman's right to control her own body is an
integral part of the fight to gain centrol of her own life and
WHEREAS every woman must be able to d¢hoose whether or not she

wants to bear a child and
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WHEREAS this choice must not be limited on any non-medical
grounds; THEREFORE |

(i) BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta NDP urge the
the -present provincial government to ensure:

(a) that contraceptives be made readily available
to all men and women after puberty, -

(b) that additional facilities for free birth control
information, pregnancy tests, abortions, maternity
care, tubal ligation, and vasectomy be set up in the
gsame physical structure as extensions of hospitals
and/or clinics and that these facilities be publicly
funded and community controlled.

(ii) BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta NDP pressure the
Federal Government for the following:

(a) that Abortion Section 237 be removed from the
Criminal Code of Canadaj

(v) that qualified medical personnel who have been
convicted under Section 237 or 150 of the Criminal
Code of Canada be pardoned and that current prosecu-
tions arising from these sections be nullified:

(e) that methods of safe birth control for women and
men be researched by the Federal Government;:

(d) that methods of abortion be researched by the
Federal Government and both birth control information
and methods of abortion be made public and that this
information be sent to all medical doctors and be
taught in all medical schools;

(e) that abortion be considered to be a matter be-
tween a patient and her physician, but that no

physician or member of nospital or clinic staff be
required to perform or participate in an abortion.

When the refusal of a physician or hospital or clinic

staff to participate in an abortion precludes abortion,

the government will provide a woman desirous of
abortion alternative medical personnel and/or faecili-
ties at no expense to the patient. '

- Provincial Convention, 1971
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III

A PROGRAM FOR SOCTIAL AND ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

1. The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and supports
the following statement accepted at the Federal New Democratic
Party Convention ln 1969 (JAB).

In Canada today the term "social security” has .
come to mean an aggregation of unrelated and
d;sperate pieces of legislation, federal and
provincial. The social security system of
Canada, to the extent that it may be referred

to as such, grew up haphazardly, was intro-

‘duced piece meal and with reluctance, and the
standards which it set have never ceased to be
niggardly. Affected by constitutional issues
over jurisdiction, it has suffered in many areas
from the inability to establish common gstandards,
whether of adequacy of benefits or guality of ‘
services, But perhaps the most severe eritieism
which can be directed against the social security
in Canada is the fact that it was never intended
to be anything more than means of mitigating E
the worst features of those contingencies 10 which
most Canadians are exposedt unemployment, old age,
i1l health, -industrial injury, total disability,
the cost of rearing children and death of the
bread winner.

Such a concept of social security js unacceptable
to the New Democratic Party. Social security must
_include not only provisions against distress but
also those features without which a satisfaclory
standard of 1living cannot be enjoyed. These include

(a) the opportunity to make a living for all
those physically and mentally fit to do soi

(b) full access to education to the extent of
individual capacity, regardless of social and
economic circumstances;
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(¢) The opportunity to engage fully in leisure.
time activity; and -

(d) the right to a healthful environment.
In other words, social security must mean the évail-
ability to each individual of all those resources which will
enable him to develope his personality and to make his_con-

tributions to the society of which he is a member.

- Federal Conventlon, 1969

In the llght of its belief that the above statement

is fundamental apd'true the Alberta New Democratic Party has

developed the fblidwing integrated policites in the regions of
. Education, health, social and economic welfare, the quality of

life in rural aﬁd‘urban areas, and the environment, (JAB)
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III - A Program of Social and Economic Well Being:
A, EDUCATION

1, The Alberta New Democratic Party believes that the aim of
society must be to liberate and develope to the fullest ‘the
creative potentia}ities,of all individuals, whilst chefishing
and showing respect for diversity., (JAB) The Alberta New
Democratic Party‘aléo believes_tﬁat g political democracy pro-
vides the means'by which people throdgh their govérnmeht may
progessively deveiop and expand the social and econdmic sector
of society in the interest of all people so that they may truly
govern themselveé; (Item 9, P.15)

In the light of these beliefs it is inevitablg that the
Alberta New Democrﬁtic Party should believe |

(a) that all people should have equallity of opportunity
to secure the benéfits of education, |

(b) that one major aim of education should %o be raise
the level of thought and understanding‘throughout the community,
and to create alert, éritical minds capable of thinking about
the problems that challenge our contemporary world,

(e¢) that Buf educational system should provide for the

the development of those skills which will facilitate re-
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training through a life time of changing occupations. (JAB)
From these general aims it is clear that education in

this province needs alteration.,

2. FEquality of Opportunity: In order that all people may have

equal opportunity to secure the benefits of education the Alberta
New Democratic Party urges that:

72.1 No student sha1l be denied the physical or economic means

to furthef his eduCation or training;

2.2 Since handiéapped children are eqgually entitled to edu-
cational oppprtuﬁity that will enable them to develop their
potentialities fo the maximum, the necessary facilities must be
provided by the public school system;

2.3 Our native,Indian people should be allowed to seek their
education in provincial schools,‘and education of allrlndian'
people should be a provincial responsibility;

2,4 That there should be established publically owned day care
schooié througﬁout the province, staffed by trained-péople and
capable of providing iunches, pre-school enlargement programmes,
after school programmes, and educational experience for all child-
ren from two to five years of age;

2.5 Kindergartens should be established as part of the publlc
school system;

2.6 Increased facilities for higher education in both professional
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and vocational areas must be provided;

2.7 1In order to.achieve a reasonable degree of equality in
educational opportunity throughout Alberta, the finanéial burden
of educgtion must be removed from the sphere of propert& taxation
and borne by the general revenue of the provincial govérnment:

2.8 In view of the high cost of education, we should make greater
use of existing facilities;

2.9 Thatlthe provincial council investigate the possibility of

(a) ut11131ng unoccuppied class roome for the purpose
of publie day care centres,

(b) setting of facilities in public schools for the

care of school age children before and after

regular school hours and at lunch time;
2.10 At the post-secondary level of education, tuitiqn fees should
be abolished and a living wage shpuld be established.fo: all stu-
dents; |
2,11 Since adequéte library services are fundamental 1o ed-
ucation, the present regional library programme should be extended
to make library services readily accessible throughout the province;
2.12 That the péople responsible for admission to training for
the various prqfeééions, such as medicine, law, dentistry, en-
gineering, etc;}lbe made aware of their responsibility to gilve

women equal access, along with man, to these professions.

3, Education for Living:

3,1 Education must be transformed from education for jobs to
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education for living. Whilst* facilities for vocationals ed-
udation should be increased, nevertheless vocational education
should not be treated as a substitute for a general education;
3.2 Creative andileisure time activities should become_an in-
tegral part of the curriculum;

3.3 The high school matriculation programme should be made

more flexible to enable a greater number of students to pursue
their ﬁarticular_interests and aptitudes to university level;

3.4 Education should emphasize opportunity and success rather
‘than competition and failure; |

3.5 Optional language courses should be offered below the high
school level, with-an initial preference for French and additional
languages,where the local demand is sufficient and where teaching
personnel are available;

3.6 Theré shouid be provision in the Alberta school curriculum
to include adequaté instruction in the following areas:

| (a) birth control, human sexwality, and human‘and'
family relations, '

(b) the awareness of issues in one's own sociefy,
{(c) environmental awareness, |

(d) critical consumerisim,

(e} politicél education,

(f) study of unions, professions, and organizational
behavior,
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4, Education and a Life-time of Changing Occupations:

4,1 Vocational education should not be treated as a eﬂbstitute
for general education: instead our educational system should
provide for the development of those skills which facilitate re-
training throughra life time of changing occupationss

4,2 Greater importance should be attached to contlnulng educatlon
at the adult level.‘ Thls would provide training for the un-
skilled and for;thbse whose skills have become obsolete., The re-
training of workers displaced by the advancement of technology

would enable the unemployed to regain productive roles,

5., In order tc¢ cherish and show respect for divergity, all people

should be allowed to educate their children in a school of their

choice,

6. Educational Adﬁinistrggégn

é.l‘ A greater effort should be made to give women their fair

share of promotions to high ranks in administrative-pbsitions
 throughout the educational system;

6.2 The Alberte Government (preferrably with the co-operation of
the Federal Government) should establish publically owned publlshlng

house for productlon of text books (and other educational materlals)
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in an inexpensive form {no hard backs) with Canadian content and
orientation where applicable:
6.3 A research @epartment should be set up to carr& out educa-
tionai researchg:
6.4 Continuing research into improved texts must be undertaken
by teachers, the universities and the research departmeht (see
6.,3) and emphasis must be placed on the use in Alberté échools of
text books writtéh by Canadian authors. Free text béoks should be
provided to all students to the end of Grade 12,
6,5 The universities and colleges commission should be preserved;
6.6 An advisofy commission should be created to allpw'the‘public
and the faculty associations to participate in advising the min-
ister on college and university affairs; N
6,7 There should be no further political appointment$<to the
pﬁblic service such as the appointment of W,H, Worth as‘ﬂeputy
Minister of Advaﬁced Educationg
6.8 Whereas the closure of some school facilities and the re-
strictions placed on the building of additional facilities have
placed‘an undue hardship'on the students of this province,

BE IT RESOCLVED that the provincial government

shall be directed to set out what they agree

to be a reasonable limitation upon the bussing

of students, and that it shall be the policy of

the Alberta New Democratic Party that no student

shall need to be transported beyond these reason-
able limitations to receive his or her education:
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6.

BE IT RESCLVED that we oppose the institution

of Alberta Academy as described in the Worth
Report as a mere pretense at making higher ed-
ucation available to all while, in fact, restrict-
ing it; although we approve of further education
through the mass media in principle,

- Provincial Conventions, 1967, 1973.

"(the above and especially points 2-6.9, re-
presents an attempt by JAB to integrate the
1973 resolution into the policy adopted at

- the 1967 convention,)"
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IT] - A Program of Social and Eccnomic Well Being:

B, HEALTH

et am——rtrr——rm—

1, The Alberita New Democratic Farty endcerses and supports the
followling principles and policies of the federal New Democratic
Partys |

1.1 Medicare: _Medicar@ in its present form falls short of pro-
viding the Canadian people with the kind and range of héalth
care gervices they regquire and te¢ which they are entitled. The
mere prepayment of.doctor°s bille in whole or in part is no
solutien to the health care needs of the Caﬂadian people. The
New Demccratic Pariy proposes to introduce in its placé a comp-

rehensive program of health care services, universally available,

]

complete in scope, and free of economic obstacles, including not

enly hospital services and the services of the physician, but
also the services of the dentist, the private duty nufse, the
visiting homemaker, the therapist, the medical social worker, and
2ll the othsr medical and paramedical personnel required to pro-
vide 2 full range of health care services, including also the
provision of drugs and prosthetic zppliances, Such'a_programme
will encourage preventive services and provide the effective or-
ganization and delivery of health care services in place of the

present fragmented and unco-ordinated conditions, It will en-
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courage the group practise of medicine in a consumer-owned com-
munity health centre setting, It will provide for "territorial
justice” through the equitable alloecation of personnel and
facilities to meel needs wherever they exist., A New Democratic
Government will aiso inaugurate a system of cash sickness benefits
to compensate for loss of income arising out of illness or ac-

cident not covered by workmen's compensation,

- Federal Conventioh, 1569

1,2 Community Health Gentress: The Canadian people have increasingly

come Lo accept healih care as the right of each individual, and
health care as an éssential soclal service as is implied in the
Heaith Charter for Canadians of the Royal Commission Health Ser-
vices {Hall Commission - 1664) .

All provinces in Canada have now implemented universal
hospital and medical care insurance under public administration.

Both the public and various levels of government are in-
creasingly concerned over spiraling costs of health'services;
increasing speciélization and fragmentation of services; diffi-
culties with the availability and access to health services, and
an apparent unresponsiveness of the health care systems to the
consumer of health care, |

The federal-provincial Task Forces on the Costs of Health
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Services in Canada, the Ontario Committee on the,Healing'Arts,and the
Economic Council of Canada Seventh Annual Review have all called
for government and consvmer action to develope Community Health
Centers; |

BE IT RESCLVED that an NDP Government would:

(1} promote the principle of Community Health
Centres based upon consumer and community
non-profit organizations, with the group
practigse of medicine and the allied healing
arts, the payment for services on a system
other than fee for service;

{2) encourage consumer group action to promote
such programmes a8 have been developed in .
8ault Ste, Marie and St. Catherines, Ontario,
a8 well as in various centres in Saskatchewan;

{3) actively encourage the development of con-
sumer gponsored Community Health Services by
the following measures:

{a) developing an adequate capitation
system of payment and combining both
hospital and medical care services for
members of Community Health Centre .
panels as have been under development
in Ontarios

(b) capital and development grounds be
developed te be equally shared by the
federal and provincial governments as
a grant-in~-aid programme to assist bona-
fide consumer sponscored Community Health
Centres under a formula similiar to the
Hospital construction grant-in-aid mech-
anisms

{e) s8llow for cost guaranteed mortgages
- under Central Mortgage and Housing Corp-
oration for such Community Health Centres:
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(d) provide grants to local, provincial

- and national organizations to promote

" the development of community and ccn-
sumer sponsored Community Health Centres,

The people of Canada have indicated that thej wish to
have comprehensive publie prepayment for health services., To
date this has rssulted in public insurance plans for hospital and
mors recently for ﬁedical sérvices, The public has indicated that
facilities neceésary for delivery for public health and hospital
based services should be established and operated by the public.
The consumer sponsored Community Health Centre has been demonstrated
in a number of settings to provide comprehensive, high quality, in-
tegrated health care that is developed and operated by the éon-
sumer, in co-operation with the provider of service.

Community Health Centres under community and'consumer
sponsorship and administration must be encouraged by government,
Such Community Health Centres are charécterized by the group
practise of medical and allied health services, and payment on a
system other thén‘fee for service, as well as consumer partici-
pation, This medel has been shown to have great potential to im-
prove effectively the delivery of primary health café in this coun-
try. Action thréugh a partnership of the consumer, fhe provider,and
the government can produce a health care system which will be a
gource of satisfaction to the people of Canada and their health
needs in the 1970%ss

- Federal Counecil, 1972
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1.3 Family Life: Canadian families, especially young families

and couples just starting out in married life, have real anxie-
tiss zbout the responsibilities of marriage and child rearing.

It is not unnaturai for mothers to want to work outside.the home,
But Canadian society is not yet organized in a way to allow most
mothers to do this without depriving their children in some way.

- Likewise it is not unnatural for a father to want to spend a

good deal of time at home with his children or doing domestic
chores, but our society is not yet organized so to make this gen-
erally possiblé either,

The NDP is committed to creating the social conditions ess-
ential to0 a genuine partnership arrangement between men and women
in merriage and the work world. This means not only equal pay
for comparable work for men and women, not only a minimum allow=-
ance of six months maternity leave with full pay, not 6n1y gener-
ous federal government funding of provincial and municipal child
care programmes:; but such further measures as the following:

(1) a system of paternity and maternity leave with

pay so that either the father or the mothér, as
determined by the parties involved, may remain

at home during the very important first few months
of their child’s life;

(2) a prcgressive movement towards a system of salaries

for mothers or fathers who are making a full time
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job of caring for their children at home during

the pre-school years;

(3) the establishment of neighbourhood clinics
throughout the country to provide a host of social,
legal and health services to Canadians, thereby
bringiﬁg the delivery of such services effeétively
within the reach of all, A typical neighbourhood
clinic would include the services of the following:
general practioners and pediatricians; dentists and
denturists; family piénning clinicsy family counsel-
ling service: legal counsellors; pre and post natal
care for women and children,

- Federal Convention, 1973.

2. In supplementation of the above policies and programmes
the Alberta New‘ﬂemocratic Party has further resolved that:

(1) Until such time as the New Democratic Party
can institute its plan of complete health cover- -
age for all Albertans, it will use all means. at
its disposal to promote improvements of services
and to insure that every Albertan has complete
coverage for all curative and preventive services,
paid for out of a general government revenue,

(2) The Alberta New Democratic Party has resolved
that the cost of prescribed medicines be included
under the reimbursements of the Worker's Compen-
sation Act and has stated that it will institute
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an Employees Sickness Compensation Act,

(3) The Alberta New Democratic Party has shown |

" its concern over the shortage of hospital bed

space by urging the construction of more hospit-
als :

(4) The Alberta New Democratic Party has specifi-
cally resolved that all ambulance services should
be free to all citizens -

(5) The Alberta New Democratic Party has resolved
that each year a sufficient sum of money be allocated
to further research into new methods of insect and
weed control, including the setting up of a special
Department of Research if such a move is found. to

be necessary, to combat the increasing hazards to
human 1ife caused by chemicals sprayed on crops.

(6) The Alberta New Democratic also urges the
setting up of a special committee to study the
effectiveness of the anti-smoking educational cam-
paign -

(7) Benefits of adding fluorides tc the muniecipal
water supplies are widely recognized in medical circles,
A New Democratic Party Government would turn the ques-
+ion of adding fluorides to the municipal water
supplies over to the Department ¢f Health., This De-
partment would appeint a committee to study the
question of fluoridation, publish its findings and

 submit recommendations, Municipal authorities would

be given statuatory power to0 enable them to carry
out the recommendations of the department on the basis

~of a simple majority vote,

- Provincial Programme, 1967

The Integration cf Health and Welfare Services:

BE IT RESOLVED that a royal commission be established,
to study present health and welfare services and pro-
duce recommendations that will facilitate the total
integration of all such services,

- Provincial Convention,

1973
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3.4

3¢5

3.6

6.

BE IT RESOLVED that a New Democratic Party Govern-
ment would eliminate the duplication of health and
welfare services by federal, provincial, and munici-
pal authorities. '

- Provincial Couneil, 1974

WHEREAS health is a right not a privilege based on
wealth,

BE IT RESOLVED: that this free medicare scheme be ex-
tended to include dental examinationg and treatment,
optical examination and treatment, psychological, and
psychiatric examination and treatment for all ages.
Prescription drugs would also be free under this:scheme.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pharmaceutical drugs
and supplies also be controlled and operated within
the medical care scheme '

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that bulk-drug purchasing

for distribution in Alberta be taken over by the

provincial government,

- Provincial Convention, 1974.

BE IT RESOLVED that the principle of integrating -
community health and social services centres be
supported; and further, there be a co-ordination
of other supportive services in a community includ-
ing the mental health aspect of school counselling,
family and marriage counselling, social assistance,
public housing administration, social organizations,
and voluntary groups assisting in social services.

-~ Provineial Convention, 1974.
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4, = An NDP Policv on Mental Health Services:

As evidenced by recent concern over the problems of
menfal health sefyices in Alberta and the dissatisfaction with
the manner in which these services are being operated, there is
a growing awareness that the present system and structure of
mental health services are woefully inadequate, often inconsid-
erate of human'néeds, and generally archaic in apprecach., While
this is in part.dﬁe to the problemgtical nature of mental ill-
ness itself, the various competing conceptualizationsAof the
problem; and the'monopoly in power wielded by the psychiatric
profession, the present government in Alberta and its unenlight-
ehed administration must take the greater portion qf the blame
for the current inexcusable situation, For a provihce which
prides itself in superior health services, there appears to be
a remarkable léck of progress and stupendous stagnation and con-
cern,

Other provinces have not hesitated to innovate and ex-
periment with new ideas and new methods in restoring the mentally
ill to a happiér énd more productive life, Saskatchewan is a
good example. As a political party stressing progress and human-
jetic values, the NDP has an obligation te adopt in its platform

a program accentuating the fact that the mentally ill are human
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beings deserving fgll rights and consideration - = that they

are not toc be osfracized from society but rather accepted and
cared for. The NDP must adopt a program that reéognizés the
duty. of the government to initiate new developments-in the area
of mental health, consistent above all with the premise that the
mentally ill person is ih most cases a product ef unfortunate
social circumstahqes, and that such a person deserves treatmént
as a full human being; not asva subhuman to be lockeéd away.

It isla‘well known fact that the majority of the people
now confined in_mental hospitals are people who come from the
lower strata of society, that is, those who are poor and power-
less, |

| Without implying any direct causal sequence, it is
nevertﬁeless irrefutable that the objective social and economic
conditions in our society play a dominant role in subjecting
people to stresses and inconsistencies which may be manifested
.in modes of reéction we term mental disturbance or mental illness
or more crudely, ihsanify. The extreme competitiveness and the
stress on matérial success and the emphasis on equality of
opportunity without such opportunity in reality existing creates
a greaf deal of frustration, despair, and agony. Fdr'many the
environment may be unbearable - and for those who lack the re-

sources to escépe physically, the only recourse is subjective



67.

withdrawal,something we call mental illness,

What all this implies is that an adequate mental health
program cannot in fact be separate from the broader social and
economic issues;.some of the "causes" of mental illness are
inherent in the present social structure. Given that a maj-
ority of the so;éalled mentally ill are from the lowef classes,
it is obvious that preventive measures necessarily involves a
radical restructﬁfing of society. This means going beyond mere
welfare measures; raising the standard of living for the under-
‘privileged is one step, undeniably a necessary one, but‘a con-
certed effort must also be made to truly democratize society.
In other words there is sufficient evidence to suggest that the
present social énd economic system in Alberta is not conducive
to the greatestpoiential human development of all persons, There-
fore, there must be a real transformation of society, ﬁith the
elimination of .exploitation and degrading economic cémpetitive-
ness, and which is cognizant of the basic truth of equality of
human beings. Without this any mental health program_is mean-
ingless, ‘

As to specific points, an NDP policy on mental health

services should include the following:

4,1 Decentralization of services, The huge and impersonal

nature of the institutional structure of mental hospitals has
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Vproven to be dehumanizing to confined persons. Therefore the
establishment of community "cottage" type facilities which

would accomodate a limited number of persons should be built

"~ throughout the province, This would tend to minimizé the dis-
ruption t§ the péfient when he is admitted for treatment, More-
over, this would facilitate greater individual atténtidn for
people requiring or requesting help. The smaller, decentra-
lized facilities cbuld provide as closely as possible a warm,
home-like atmosphere. Where it is in the patients best interests
such facilities could also provide day care services, so that
conceivably the whole family could be involved in the patient's

recovery,

L,2 Adgguate aftercare measures, Often individuals break down

because of stresses in the family. In turn such stress is often
created by economic difficulties. Thus at the present time,
committment to a mental hospital is often disastrous economi-
cally and socialiy, for the patient may lose his only source of
livelihood. This of course only intensifies the problems the
person faces after his release from hospital. Thus the govern-
ment must insure that the patient's family is free from economic
worry, and that the patient will not face any problems in re-

turning to a produétive life,
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4,3 The provision by the government for greater research

facilities and resources. The present research in mental

health in Alberta is paltry indeed. While research itself is
not a pénacea, it has possibilities of generating ne@ ideas and
stimulating progress. One thing that could be done for example,
"would be the establishment of a pilot project, consisting of a
model treatment‘benter using the latest in knowledge and tech-
niques. Such a project should also emphasize the necessarily
wholistic apprcach that must be taken in attempting to resolve
problems of menfal_illness. this means the integration and co-

operation of the medical, psychological, and social orientations.

L,4 Better working conditions for all personnel, Realizing

that personal relationships are of erucial importance in the
treatment of the mentally ill, the effort must Dbe made to emplcey
personnel who will be sensitive to and considerate of the indi- |
vidual needs of each patient. At present, many of the lower
level staff in‘mental institutions play a caretaker‘s'role.

There is no reason why they could not be more functional in the
treatment program of the patient., In the interests of the per-
gsons requiring help, status differences between the various
occupations should be minimized and the team approach emphasized,
To this end, salaries for especially the lower level staff should

be raised considérably. This would give recognition of the im-
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portance of the work, as well as raising staff morale, HMore
importantly, a greater number of pebple may then seek this type
of work, thus enabling greater selectivity in the hiring of
people who work directly with patients., Also the right to union-
ize shoﬁld be gfanted to the nurses and workers, a right they

do not now have,

L.,5 The establishment of an "operational regearch” board. Since

the area of mental health is one in which expert knowledge is
required, a board of experts should be established for which the

" minister of health would be responsible. The minister would be
responsive to the proposals the board would make or recommend.
Conceivably, the board would be aware of all the deveiopments in
the field of mental health, and be a force for progress, More-
over if would insﬁre that no one professional group'becomes overly
powerful in its control over patients® welfare, Such. a board

of experts shoﬁld not refleet the primacy of any one profession
or interest grbup; Rather, it should operate on the broadest
humanistic prihciple, guarding especially against forms of treat-
ment that involve manipulation of patients. The board should
consist of people who cover a full range of sciences and pro-
fessions - - sqciology, psychology, psychiatry, medicine, social
work, and so on, Thisg board must be relatively free from govern-

ment bureaucracy. It would in addition to initiating developments,
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do operational research on all aspects of mental health, do
follow=-up studles of treated people, and serve as a control
agency in guardlng against abuse in any way of patients by
~those who adminisfer treatment. In general, this will estab-
‘1lish the collecti§e responsibility of all personnel %o the
: _pétiént. |
All the above are intended as guide posts to the form-
ation of a genuinely hunanistically-oriented mental-health pre-
gram in greater detail in establishing such a program. However,
they are integral to an enllghtened approach, somethlng the NDP
must take a definite stand on,

- Provincial Convention, 1967,
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ITT - A Program of Social and Economic Well Being:

C. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC WELFARE

1. The Alberta New Democratic Party recognizes that in a
socialist Alberta there will be no need for a statement on
"welfare;. Thé iﬁplementation of the Alberta New Democratic
Party policies of;

(a) guaranteed annual income

(b) creation of jobs

(c) free fuition and students stipends for higher education.

(d) extension of salaried retraining programmes

(e) provision of day care

(f) provision of more low cost housing
would eliminate the welfare system as it exists., However, in-
itially we will be confronted with the monotonous task of help-
ing those people who have been subjected to the eiisting degrading
system of bureaucfacy to adjust to a life of dignity in which
there is prosperity and hope for them and their children,

The Alberta Department of Social Development is widely known
by the poor ﬁeople.of this nation as being authoritarian, back-

ward, inhuman and punitive. As an example, Alberta is one of the
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only provinces to retain wide spread use of vouchers,. It is

one of three prbvinces to institute cut-backs in benefits to

recipients,

social workers, supervisors and recipients to have meaningful

The pfesent government has refused to allow its

participation in the formation of its policies.

1,1 Therefore BE IT RESOLVED: that an NDP government would
abolish the welfare system by instituting a realistic
and adequate guaranteed annual income for all Alberta’s
citizens, which would reflect rises in the cost of
living index,

Though only in opposition, the New Democratic Party cannot

remain complacement and silent while people are suffering now.

Thérefore as

an interim measure:

1,2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Alberta New Democratic

Party actively support the excellent work of the Welfare

" Rights Groups in this province and help to educate the
‘putlic by pressing the following demands;

(a)

(b)

(e)

that higher, realistic scales for food;
clothing, rent, phones, transportation
and recreation be established immediately;

that there be an immediate end to the voucher
system (except where specifically requested
by a welfare recipient) which is inefficient
and humiliating, to be replaced with cash
payments which arrive consistently at least
two banking days prior to the end of the
month,

that a government appeal board, on which half
the members are welfare recipients, be estab~
lished to investigate contentious cases, and
to review the qualifications and suitability
of the social workers, If, on the basis of
interview with their respective case loads,
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7

these persons are found wanting, they must .
be immediately transferred to another depart-
ment,

{d) adults and children of welfare families, as
are other low income Canadians, are severly
discriminated against in the matter of edu-
cational opportunity and this contributes
greatly to the perpetuation of the system -
the children of welfare recipients also be-
come welfare recipients, The government
must greatly extend the opportunities for
education for welfare recipients,

~ Provincial Convention, 1971.

BE IT RESOLVED that old age pensions be main-

tained at a level which will permit a standard

of living above the poverty level for pensioners;
and that pensioners be protected from exhorbitant
rent charges either by rent control measures or.
by publically owned housing; and that residences
for old people provide more single rooms to
accomodate those who wish for, and are in a con-
dition from, greater privacy; and all such in-
stitutions be subject to rigorous inspection, to
include private interviews with at least some of
patients or inmates; and that additional nursing
homes be publically owned.

- Provineial Convention, 1973.

A New Democratic government will:

(1) negotiate with the federal government for

a single unconditional Welfare Grant to replace
the present multiplicity of specific grants,-
and then will assume full responsibility for
welfare in Alberta;
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(2) establish county or municipal district
welfare regions in co-operation with a
municipality to increase administrative
efficiency and employment of trained per-
sonnel at the local level, The admini-
stration of welfare allowances will be
placed ‘in the hands of local district
authorities;

(3) establish a social research centre to
develop effective ways of dealing with group
and individual social problems in Albertan.

(4) support private agencies by the co-ord-
ination of all welfare agencies, both public
and private, so the facilities and trained
personnel may be most advantageously used,.
Services and results of research centres w1ll
be made available to all agencies;

(5)'establish a policy of revue and adjustmenf
of widows and disabled persons pensions, and of
supplementary allowances;.

(6) make provisions to assist widows who have
chlldren for whom home care must be provided:

(7) establish a royal commission to inquire into
the child welfare problems, including those of
retarded children, to find new and improved
approaches and to strengthen  and broaden the
program of child welfare.

(8) will provide extensive additional accomodation
for elderly citizens as follows:

(a) cottage accomodation when couples live
alone

(b) apartment accomodation with cafeteria
facilities for senior citizens who are
able to look after their own personal
needs
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(c) nursing homes for those who need
trained nursing care

(d) hospitalsfacilities for the chronically
ill,

(9) Will innitiate a Geriactic Commission to in-
vestlgate means whereby elderly eitizens can re-
main part of the social structure without feellng
shut out from the world around them,

(10) will introduce legislation to make cash pay-

ment available to applicants for Social Assistance
and Social Allowance on the date of elizibility

- Provinecial Programme, 1967
(Modified by JAB In all and only those

ways necessary in view of the Prov-
ineial Convention Resolution of 1971)

The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and supports

the following policies, programmes and resolutions of the federal

New Democratic Party.

2,1

Freedom and Security

The New Democratic Government will establish a compre-

hensive, far reaching and systematic programme of social security-

a programme to insure a standard of living which will enable—every

Canadian to live in health and selfrespect,

Canada's present approach to social security is in-

adequate and unrealistic; a patchwork of legislation which pro-
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vides neither the proper minimum standards nor adequate cov-
erage for all those who need it, Entire groups of needy people -
the sick, the blind, the aged - have little or no security.

These peoplé neéd ﬁrotection, and the New Democratic‘Party is
determined to provide it.,

- Federal Convention, 1961,

2.2 Economic Security

. The New Democratic Party recognizes the need for a more
positive and compfehensive policy in the area of family and in-
dividual economic security. This policy should represent a
radical departure from free enterprise welfare practiéed, inso-
far as economic Seéurity would be just as much a right as econo-
mic liberties are. Welfare as now understood would hence be
‘replaced by a p@éitive programme of universal guarantees, real-
istic‘aid and creative habilitation, to include the following:

(a) all government éfforts to ensure economic
security be applied in such a way as to promote
maximum independence of families and individuals
Vrather than reverse, as is too often presently the
case, Thié.can be achieved by ceasing merely to
sustain thé unoccupied, disabled and needy by

cheques and instead creating the real means and
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opportunities for employment, rehabilitation and

self-help;

(b) where direct financial assistance is the reason-
able course, as in the case of §ld and other pensions,
that such assistance be related to the cost of living
and be combined with other programmes to insure that
maximum autonomy for those concerned is achieved and
that no Qne‘is penalized for lack of personal market
value throﬁgh the natural contingencies of life;

(¢) that the freedom from economic uselessness and the

freedom for economic enterprise be regarded as one

right of all Canadians. This would involve making
family and®individual security an essential part of

the economy, rather than a charitable after-thought.

- Federal Convention, 1963,

2.3 Social Security

The New.Democratic Party velieves that it is the right
of every Canadian to have a guaranteed minimum incomé on the
sole basis thét he is a human being. |

Toltﬁis end we must have a co-ordinated net work of

social security measures which, taken together, will cover
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every individual at all stages of his life and all aspects of
his living. Thére must be no gaps.

Prominent among social security needs is the prbvision
of retirément income, 'The present Canada Pension Plan falls
far short of cdvéring everyone, Pending a more adequate plan
‘it should be aménded to bring the amount of income closer to
that earned pridr to retirement. It should alsoc be subject
immediately to adjustments for increased costs of living and
.rising productivify. In regard to the 0ld Age Pension, our New
Democratic Party members of parliament are to be c0mmended for
their steady efforts to increase its amount and to lower the
age at which it is given. But this pension grows steadily more
inadequate as théhcost of living rises. What we need is a com-
prehensive retirement pension plan to supercede both the 01d
Age Pension and the Canada Pension. Such a plan will cover the
retirement yearslpf every individual regardless of his previous
status or occupaticn. Only such a plan can ensure tﬁat every
Canadian will be secure in his later years.,

For security in youth the family allowance legislation needs
to be overhauled fp bring the amount paid into line with today's
increased living costs., Provision should alsc be made to subject
these‘allowanceérfo permanent cost of living and productivity

adjustments.
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Another present need in our soecial security system is for
‘day care centres for mothers working outside the home, Provin-
cial zand Municipal governments should be encouraged to pro-
vide such centers,

Measures for Medicare, for restoring income lost through
illness or incapécity, for housing, for education - for all the
factors making‘ub a guaranteed minimum income for the indivi-
dual - are deait with elsewhere in our programme, These ser-
vices are required by every citizen during the course of his
life, o

But there are individuals and groups in our soclety who
require special social services -~ the disabled, the socially
disrupted family, the occupational unqualified, those who,
for various reasons, are unable to care for themselves and must .
depend on the community. Society must mobilize all ite resources
to bring.each‘of these individuals to the point where he can
contribute to the productive life of the community as far as
his ability will permit, and where in return, he can receive all
the benefits of normal living as far as his capacity will permit,

A nation-wide study of social services should be undertaken
to discover present needs, and federal departments of health

and welfare should establish standards through which present gaps
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in the welfare system will be filled.

Obviouély all these measures of social security which add
up to a guaranteed minimum income for every Canadian, can be
supported only by an economy which is healthy and expanding,
But they make the'difference between a sick society and a sound
~one, They will do away with the necessity of much of the cur-
ative‘and remediél expenditure which is so costly today, finan-
cially and socially. They will make it possible to plan production
'and dlstrlbutlon in an age of automatlon.

By these measures, we can build a society where each will
contribute according to his ability and will receive according
to his need.

- Federal Convention, 1965,

2.4 Guaranteed Minimum Income: The New Democratic Party believes
that all membefs of our society are entitled to a basic share of
its resources;_goods and services as part of their birth right.

We reaffirm our support of the principle of a miﬁimum in=-
come as a‘sensible and efficient way of guaranteeing this birth
right.‘ At the same time we do not regard it as a complete answer
to the problem of'poverty nor as a substitute for all existing
social securlty programmes,

We strongly emphasize that it must be 1mplemented by com-

plimentary programmes in many fields if it is to be effective in
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eliminating'poverty'in Canada., The sort of package of peolicies

of which it muét-form a part is outlined in the Resolution on

Poverty (see below, 2.6),

A New Democratic minimum income programme would involve

the following principles:

(i) recipients would qualify on the basis of a

simple eligibility test applied through the income

tax form., Degrading means tests and investigations

by welfare offices would be eliminated;

(ii) incentives for those able to work to enter or

remain inrthe employment stream and to earn above the

minimum income would be built inteo the system;'

(i1i) the level of payments would be established by

an objective assessment of minimal need., It would

be automatic escalation of payment levels to keép

them in stép with rises in the cost of living and in

the general standard of living;

(iv) payments to families would be devided between hus-

band and wife to insure that each has control over an

equitable share of the family income and recognition

of the contribution made by both spouses to the family.,
B - Federal Convention, 1969

Poverty

The New Democratic Party believes that the welfare of all
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depends en the well-being of each and that everyone is entitled
to a basic share of the nation's goods and services, regardless
of his or her power in the market place, o

Present and social and economic policies in Canada have
failed to achieve this end. The Economic Council of Canada says
that at least one-fifth of the population can be classified as
poor. |

The sociaiiem.of the seventies calls for a radical new ap-
proach to the ﬁethIOgy of poverty in our society. But no one
policy can solve.the problem, Those who advocate a guaranteed
minimum income as a complete answer or as a substitute for all
existing welfare programmes are either ignorant or playing a
cruel hoax on the poor,

A guaranteed minimum income offers a ratlonallzatlon of
present categorxcal‘welfare programmes and further opportunity
‘for redistributing income without demeaning means tests. As
such, 1t is a de91rab1e step towards our goal of equality of
condltlon and was proposed in earlier NDP programmes. But it must
be part of a total package which will solve a conscious diversion
of 1ncome, 1nvestment and social energy to the eradlcatlon of
poverty.

Four general areas of committment are propoeed}

(1) An increase in personal disposable income for all Canadians
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living in poverty. Specific programmes in this area would in-

clude:

(a) a guaranfeed minimum income which will (i) ensure for
all households an income at least up to the poverty level id-
entified by;thé Ecdnomic Council of Canada in its Fifth Annual
Review and, {(ii) provide incentives to those able tb work to
enter or remain in the employment streams;

(b) tax reforﬁ to make the overall.tax system truly pro-
gressive; integration of the income tax system with minimum in-
come.so that no‘incpme téxes are paid by persons below the pov-
erty level and -the income tax form can be ugsed for determining
eligibility for the minimum income;

(¢) upward'édjustment of minimum wages in conjunction with
the provincial administrations;

(d) cost of living policies which will stabilize<prices
and rents;

(e) additional specific income policies for groups such as
senior citizens, farmers, fishermen, unemployed, etc, who may
need additional income supplementation;

(£f) a sickness benefit programme which will maintain income

during illness.

(2) An_increase in public services of all kinds for both indi-

viduals and communities living in poverty., In this area, accel-
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erated extension of services such as shelter, education, health
and sanitation, transportation and communication, and general

improvements of the living environment;

(3) An 1ncrease in investment in employment and ¢ economic growth

in reglongfof poverty. Regional development on a far larger.
scale than ﬁresent policies for areas with lower rate of activity
and where development geems preferable to other adjustments;

such a programme must be accompanied by a clear recognltlon of
the human adjuétment problems involved and the need for regional
responsibility and full participation by local people, Manpower

policies to ensure labour mobility and upgrading;

(h) A conscious, organlzed program to _support self-realization

and self-determlnatlon of 1nd1v1duals, communltles and regions.

The New Democratlc Party is rooted in the ideal ang practlce of
'demecracy at its fundamental people and community level. It
dlrects ltself expllcltly to the issues of human freedom gso far
from reallzatlon amongst the poor who live in a condition of
soeial, political and economic isolation and alienation, Pro-
vigion must be. made for;

(a) funds to nelp the poor organize, to pursue their own

developments activities and to develop effectiveness in the
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larger social cdnfext;

(b) organizational technical resources to play a‘éapportive
role; |

(e} funds fbr_development projects whether they be organiz«’
ational facilitieé or_largé scale community-operated housing
schemes, | | |

' The restoration of many Canadians to more productive roles

“in therecondmy.and greater self-realization will, in-the long-
run, ihcrease oufldverall wealth, both human and material. Pro-
.grammes to achiéve these aims may appear, at first.sight, to be
‘costly. We cannot afford to say thaf we cannot afford them,

- Federal Convention, 1969

3. Social Security and Social Freedom for the Aged,’

The Albefté'Néw Democratic Party endorses and supports the
following policies, programmes and resolutions of the federal
New Democfatid'f#rty:

3,1 Retiremeht Age

BE IT RESOLVED that the New Democratic go on record
as favouring a progressive reduction in age at which
workers can choose %o retire, consistent with the
needs of the economy. S

- Federal Convention, 1967
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There are inequities and unjustices apparent in many pri-
pension plans{ and

Federal legislation in this field is necessary;

BE IT RESOLVED that the New Democratic Party seek

to introduce federal legislation with a view to
ensuring: .

(1) Registfation and filing of returns of private

' pensionvplans;

(2) Portability of benefits of such plans;

| (3) The right of beneficiaries to access to financial

3.3

details of such plans;

(4) Protection of beneficiaries with respect to ine

vesting and participation in such plans,

- TFederal Convention, 1667.

Homes for. the Aged

Retired and aged persons often are forced to move from their

own homes and from familiar surroundings into inadequate or in=-

stitutional quafters, and there suffer great emotional and other

problems.

" BE ‘IT RESCLVED that the New Democratic Party set up

a comprehensive system of assistance and home nursing,
so that aged and retired persons may continue to live
in their own homes if they so desire. :

- TFederal Convention, 1967
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3.4 Income Maintenance Programmes

Wany distressed situations amongst retirees indiéate a
starvation levei‘Of'éo called existence, People who had worked
hard and contribuﬁed to the wealth of Canada, who had budgeted
and saved.for the‘goldén-years are finding them to be leaden
years., 'These same retirees who have paid taxes, educatéd and
trained children,.contributed by service, gsacrifice and'partici—
pafion in the weifare of Canada, are now being denied the bare
necessities of life; |

BE IT RESOLVED that the New Democratic Party of
Canada endorse the aims outlined hereunder as
proposed by Pensioners Concerned, Canadas

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the federal govern-
ment take immediate action to alleviate the
distress of nearly two million retirees as
follows:

(1) replace present inadequate tax exemptions

for retirees sixty-five years and over on fixed
incomes by tax credits which would ensure that no
pensioner pays any income tax unless this income
is above an adequate basic level;

(2) provide either a negative income tax or a
supplement to the 0ld Age Security payments to
bring the levels of the incomes of retirees be-
low these levels up to the basic level;

(3) for those whose incomes are at or above the
amounts mentioned in (1) protect the purchasing
power of these incomes against inflation and
higher taxes; :

(4) provide an escalator clause, geared to the
cost of living index for (1), (2), and (3)3

(5) exembt-retirees and their spouses from what-
ever capital gains taxes legislated, as far as a
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single dweiling is concerned.

- Federal Convention, 1971,
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171 _ A Program for Social and Economic Well Being:

0. THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN RURAL AND URBAN_AREAS

1. The Alberta New Democratic Party believes that any program
for the social -and economic well being of Alberta must include
adequate p011c1es to ensure that ALL Albertans whether they
live in urban or in rural areas receive:
| (1) adequate ‘housing;

(11) the beneflts of public services and utilities in-
“cluding electric powery

(iii) adequete protection of their rights and social
welfare; -

(iv) adquate financing for the development of local in-
dustry;

(v) adequate funding for the provision of roads, hospitals,

chools. 1ibraries, cultural and recreational facilities.

In the llght of this belief, the following policies, pro-

'grammes and resolutlons have been introduced over the years

since the foundiﬁg of the Alberta New Democratic FParty. (JAB)

1.1 An Alberte-New‘Democratic Party Government would introduce
a challenging3redevelopment programme providing growing cities
with: slum cleerance, progressive arterial road development.

gchools, hospitals, libraries, cultural and recreational faci-

T
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lities. Provincial leadership planning and financing would be
offereﬁ for reorganization of metropolitan complexes such as
the Edmonton and Ca1gary metropolitan areas,

‘Legislation designating authority and responsibilities of
cities, towns aﬁd %illaggs would be brought into context with
the times, The briginal powers allotted are not today extensive
enpugh for coping,With the major responsibilities wifh which
these gfowing centres are burdened both administratively and
financiallj.

Re-definition of towns, villages and hamlets would be under-
taken in the light}of their ability to finance, and'their poten-
tial to entice ‘industry which could provide reasonable industrial
tax revenues, | | |

The relations between such bodies as the Administrative
Council and thé é¢h0ol Boards would be re-considered in order to
develope harmonious association._effective programs and ample‘
financing,

Sociologicai‘étudies of rural areas would be undertaken by
the government,x‘Library and other advantageous services would
be provided for rural residents.

An Alberté‘New Democratic Party government would amend the
various municipél'acts to provide that all elected officials
shall upon election declare and make public the exfeht and nature
of all their holdings.

Provincial Programme, 1967.
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1.2 The Alberta New Democratic Party will make available to
the farmers the benefits of public service and utilities that
are normally available to city resideqts. This will be accom-
plished byr

(1) a plan to provide, at cost, water and sewer installa-
tions; _ |

(1i) development of electric power as a public utility.
(Farmers'will share the benefits of lower installation costs and
rétes); | |

(1ii) special!differential grounds to rural municipalities
to ensure that:feachers' salaries will always be‘coﬁpétitive with
those of urban'afeas. This should guarantee a falr share of
qualified teachers for the rural communities so that proper ed-
ucation of rural youth will not suffer. (speciai bursaries for those

wishing to také advanced training in agriculture will be provided¥)

- Provincial Convention, 1966
- Provincial Programme, 1967

1.3 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic Party -
through its executive investigate alternative methods
whereby a New Democratic Party government would assure
that residents of Alberta, and especlally residents of
rural poverty areas, can gain participation in pro-
grammes Of development.

AND that the alternatives examined shall relate %o
the concept of decentralization of government to
autonomous bodies of citizens which shall serve as
the mechanism of participation of all Alberta resi-
dents. ' :
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AND that the executive shall assign to this ques-
tion .a high priority and that it shall pursue '
through conferences, study groups, consultation
with constituency associations, and by actively
seeking input from party members and other means
as may be necessary.

AND that the results and recommendations arising
from this investigation be presented to the 1974
Convention of the Alberta New Democratic Party.

- Provincial Council, 1973;

1.4 Bearing in mind the rapid shift of the Canadian population
into urban centres and the consequent progressive urbanization
‘of our society, fhe Alberta New Democratic Party believes that
revisions of_préﬁihcial government policies and attitudes to-
wards municipalities are imperative,

We believe that a provincial government must recognize and
strengfhen the. local autonomy and areas of responsibility of
local administration,

We believe that a provincial government must recognize and
act upon the profoundly different needs of small and large urban
centres respectiyely, and .in some areas, of which urban renewal
or redevelopment'is only one example, there is a need for part-
icularly closé‘coeoperation between local and provincial govern-
ments in order fhat the rights and social welfare of individuals
shall be fully safe guarded.

We partidularly recommend that serious attention be given

to the desirability of establishing a division of urban affairs,
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which working in close co-operation with, but independently of,
municipal affairs can ansure that all population cenitres with-
in the province receive the attention and special azssistance
which they might from time to time need.’

We deem 1t hardly necessary To add +hat a New Democratic
gcvernment nust ensure that its members and puelic sérvants main-
tain the highest integrity in offies and that no confliet of
interest arising from private business setivities be tolerated.

BE IT RESOLVED that a New Democratic Party government

will co-operate with federal authorities in launching

a mueh needed urban renewal programme for the Province

of Alberta

3% IT FURTHER RESOLVED that recognizing the need for
public housing and the support for it through federal

aidg, the New Demccratic government will . make the in-

clusion of low cost public nousing an integral part

of approved urban renswal projects. ‘

- Provincial Convention, 1967

1.5 A New Democratic Party governmént would enlarge the part
played in local government by the pecple by: |

(a) greatly expanding the number of aldermen on city
councils;

(b) providing that the aldermen be elected from wards;

(c) providing that the wards conform as near as nay be

practical to the houndaries of local communitiess

(d) providing for ward councils elected by the residents

with 1limited powers over local matiers such as schools, plann-
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ing, recreation and parks.

- Provinecial Convéntion, 1974

1,6 BE IT RESOLVED that 2 New Democratic Party government
would provide that sdministrative, ward and other
political boundaries should as near as is practical
coincide,

- Provineial Convention, 1974

1.7 BE IT RESCLVED that since the money available at the
three levels of government is inversely proportional
+o the money required at those levels an Alberta Néw
Democratic government would provide that: :

(a) the money for health, recreation, welfare
and education should come in tally from the
senior levels of government; but not so as to
interfere with the proper exercise of municipal
avtonomy:;

(b) the larger resources revenue now énjoyed by
the provinces be passed on in due proportion
to the municipalities, -

~ Provincial Convention, 1974

2, Urban Life The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and

supports the following statements by the federal New Democratic
Party:
2.1 The cities of today are scenss of chaos and paralysis and

are evidence of the ineffectiveness of government at all three

levels in Canzda.
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The frustrations and social tensions of an unplanned and
under finanéed urban environment make of our cities flash
points for explosive events with potential for destructive
disorder rather evolution towards a saner and more gsocially
equitable life..

The crigis of the cities will accelerate with the in-
evitable urbanization as long as public amenities and housing
(for those on moderate and low incomes) are starved for financ-
ing, while the luxury of private commercial developments creates
an increasingly conspicuous contrast,

The New Democratic Party seeks the acceptance by all levels
of government of the following urban policy.

(1) rationalization of local governments structures through
regional government with slected councils.which have-the power
to act, to implement, plan, and fo finance adequate capital and
current budgetg.

(2) decentralize administration of local governments to
encourage and utilize citizen participationg

(3) clear cut jurisdiction, and financial resources to
match, for regional city governments;

{4} consultation in federal—provincial-municipal conferences
of federal programmes affecting urban life, and on constitutional

change affecting jurisdiction and taxing power;
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(5) leadership by the federal government in three level
discussions to develop indépendent financial resources for
citiess

(6) the New Democratic Party in local municipalities should
encourage candidates to run in municipal elections so that the

above policies can be implemented,

- Federal Convention, 1969

2.2 The Cities - A New National Policy

An Alberta New Democratic Government will create a strong
housing and urban affairs department with the powers it needs to
implement the national housing programme, The New Democratic
Party will abolish Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation be-
cause it has failed to meet the housing needs of the average
Canadian. The fﬁnction now exercised by the CMHC will be the
responsibility of‘the minister of housing and urban affairs, who
will be directly accountable to parliament for housing and urban
policy. The responsibilities of the department of housing and
urban affairs under an NDP government will include housing both
rural and urban, the administration of the Central Mortgage Fund,
all important urban programmes now run by other federal departments,
and control of all federally owned urban land,

An NDP government will work in partnership with the provinces

and with municipalities in implementing its housing and urban
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policies and will ensure full participation and consultation
with the public. But it will not hestitate to act diréctly if
provinces fail to co-operate. Housing, land banking, and lend-
ing programmes will be ﬁoved as close to the local level as
possible, |

A New DemocratiC‘governmeﬁt will use federal spending and
téx.policies to discourage the unhealthy concentration of urban
growth in a few major cities and ensure that growth is spread
fairly through all cities and regions of Canada. The NDP will
also provide funds for new cities and towns based where poséible
on established smaller centres.

A New Democratic government will act directly to solve the
municipal tax and fiscal crisis by block funding and tax tran-
sfers, The NeQ'Democratic Party will finance the servicing of all
urban landé banks on a major scale by providing forgiveable loans
for sewage treatment plants, recycling plants and the other ser-
vices needed to end the shortage of service land. The portion
of total cost of these facilities paid by the federal government
will be raised from the present 17% to 50%, Municipalities will
also have access to block grounds for rehabilitation, neighbour-
hood development and housing. 4 New Democratic government will
establish National Urban Transit Fund of $5CO million to fin-

ance urban transit over the next five years in provinces that
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ecreate an acceptable transit plan, Priority will be put on rapid
transit, commuter rail, jmproved bus systems for smaller cities,
and pilot projects to develop new forms of transit, ‘The NDP in-
‘tends that every major city should have an efficient, swift,
pollution free transit system as an alternative to urban express-
ways and traffic congestion.

A New Democratic government will work towards the elimination
of the property taxes the major source of nunieipal revenue. Through
the provinces, it will give per-capita granis to every municipality
in Canada based on national income and corporates tax revenues.
These grants will grow every year, and will create a major shift
from the regressive property tax to a progressive incbme tax base
for municipal finances. The New Democratic Party will ensure that
these grants ars used to end the inequitable burden of property tax

on the home owners and tenanis, particularly those with moderate

incomes,
- Pederal Convention, 1973
3, Housing

3,1 Housing, like education and medicare, must be regarded as an
essential public service, requiring immediate, active and imagine
ative programs to ensure that every resident of Alberta may be
provided with 5asic shelter as a right. The present housing crisis

needs no documentations it is now apparent that the private market
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is incapable of meeting the situation and government involve-
ment to date has beentoo timid and ineffectgal. Recent Federal
anti~-inflation measures of raising CMHC mortgage and interest
rates have only further shﬁrpened the crisis., Curtailing con-
struction increases unemployment and puts decent housing even
further out of reach of people; while at the same time the re-
sulting increase .in the housing shortage further increases rents
and housing prices, The government's involvement in the housing
market is used *z balance the economy solely in thé interests of
‘big business, not.the working. people, ;- A8 long as hoﬁsing ia left
predominately tdlfree enterprise (the monopolies) onl& the most
profitable type of housing will be built or maintained, leaving
the old, families with children, and the unemployed and under-
employed, unhoused and exploited. Qur aim as socialists in ev-
olving .a housing program must be to maximize freedom of choice
providing diversity of the types of housing available to people,
- Our aim is not to eliminate individual home or condominium owner-
éhip; but rather to eliminate exploitation in the housing in-
dusfry. OQur ultimate goal is to provide housing for all.people
ét a price they cén afford to pay and not in execess @f a legally
enforced maximum of 20% of the occupant's income. This goal

can only be achieved through a rationally planned program and

massive expansion in all areas of housing, To this end,
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BE IT RESOLVED that the municipalities of Alberta
substantially expand opportunities for various forms
of subsidized housing - public housing, limited
dividend housing, experimental housing, senior citizen
housing - for families and individuals unable to find
decent shelter at prices they can afford.

(1) that such housing projects be built with the
following considerations:

- (a) such projects be kept relatively small in
size so that they can be integrated into existing
neighbourhoods.

(v) that community services, such as family and
day care centres, health clinics, park and recreational
facilities, etc., be easily accessible to residents
of these Trojects.

(¢) that there be a variety in both design, con-
struction and location, so that individuals and
families have a choice in housing.

(d) that potential tenants or buyers preferences
for design or type of housing be analysed and used
in the planning process,

(e) that adequate mass transportation facilitles
(i.e. buses, rapid transit) be readily available fo
residents of such projects. '

(2) That priority be given to public housing pro-
grammes by all levels of government policy-makers
and planners. Public housing serves the lowest in-
come group and society is obligated to provide
housing for this group regardless of market condi=-
‘tions.

(3) That tenant associations be organized. (Federal
funding is now available for assistance in the form-
ation of suech bodies) $he public housing authorities
contract with an appropriate organization for the
services of a tenant relation worker to be respons-
ible for the formation of such tenant associations,

(4) That each public hcusing authority include am-
ongst its members fifty percent representation of
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tenants of public housing projects,

(5) That efforts be made in all Alberta municipals
ities to foster acceptance of public housing by
local citizens as an integral part of community
housing programs, {i.e. remove the degrading stigma).

(6) That Alberta Municipalities encourage only those
applications from builders for experimental housing
funds where the proposed projects are truly innovative
in terms of design, building metheds and materials

and other aspects, and where such projects are of an
adequate standard.

(7) As large amounts of tax funds are made available
to developers under the experimental housing program,
that a procedure for evaluation of this program be

formuiated, Failing federal undertaking of this task,
the municipalities should assume this responsibility.

(8) That in determining eligibility for $enior Citi-
zens housing, first priority be given to senior citizens
financial need, :

(9) That the Alberta Housing Corporation expand as
rapidly as possible its program of welfare housing.
(i.e, municipalities buying individual homes for wel-
fare recipients), |

10, That the municipalities take advantage of the
funding available from senior governmentis for land
assembly programs to ensure an adequate resevoir of
land for public projects, (i.,e. public housing).

(11) That profits from the sale of land should Dbe
treated as taxable income with a special tax on pro-
' fits fromthe sale of land on which there have been
no improvements,

(12) That the newly created landlord and Fenants Ad-
visory Boards be comprised of an equal number of
tenants and ownars.

(13) That consideration be given to ways of strength-
ening the authority of Landlord and Tenant Advisory
Boards so that decisions made by them ean be more
effective and binding.
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(14) That each municipality in Alberta adopt and
effectively enforce by-laws relating to the ninimum
housing standards. S

(15) That revision of the present property tax be
made so that home improvements can be made without
further tax burdens for a gpecific period of time,

(16) That the Alberta Housing Corporation use its
authority and knowledge to urge municipalities to
take advantage of funding available for both subsi-
dized housing projects and land assenmbly projects.

(17) That the Provincial Government undertake a
special study of needs and desires of the Metis and
Native People in Alberta in regard to housing and
start implementing these needs.

(18) That the Provineial Government impose rent con-
trol legislation and enforce same.

(19) That temporary subsidized housing be set up for
people being displaced from homes due to urban re-
newal, people wailting for public housing and for
people who are refurnishing old homes and dwellings.

(20) Rehabilitation whenever feasible, rather than
dislocation of existing neighborhoods instead of
schemes which tend not to renew but to demolish

homes or commercial developments.

(21) Public control of all urban lands and a mora-
torium by the Provincial Government on the sale of
land as land in a 40 mile radius around the two metro-
politan areas of Alberta,

- Provincial Convention, 1971.

3,2 To avoid the crushing burden of second mortgages and short
term financing, a New Democratic Provincial Government would

set up a arown ¢orporation to enable residents to purchase old

homes at NHA rates,
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A New Democratic Provinecial Government would seek agree~
ment with the Federal Government to provide additional assis-
tance for adequate low rental and low cost housing.

| - Provincial Programme, 196?
3.3 A_New Democratic Party Government would:

' (a) make provision for low rental housing under the
control of-ah authority which includes tenant repres-
entation;

(v) encourage by all suitable means the alternative

df Co-operative Housing; 7

(c) require the Alberta Housing Corporation td providé

mortgages to low and middle income applicants at rates

of intereét §érying with the cost of living in order

to maintain equality in real terms between the sum

borrowed and the sum repaid.

- Provincial Convention, 1974

3.4 The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and supports the
following programmes and policies adopted by the federal New
Democratic Party.

3.4,1 Houging - & Human Right

In an era of unprecedented affluence, Canadians are finding

it harder and harder to buy a home or even to rent adequate
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accomodation for themselves and their families. Old party govern-
ments have starved the cities of the tax sources they need to
-creaté a decent environment and have given free reign to land
speculation, mortgagé usury and corporate greed at the expense

of the averageVCanadian. Canada’s major cities are strangling

on their own grgwth and are dominated by expressways and high rise
apartments; in cities and towns, prices for land and housing have
sky rocketed beyond the means of ordinary people; rural housing
remains neglected; what housing is being built is directed to the
rich.‘ The challenge of the urban crises calls for active and
imaginative 1eadérship.from the federal government; and full co-
operation and involvement by every province and municipality
across Canada.

The New Democratic Party believes that housing is a basic
righf like food, health care and educationo The problem of housing
and urban development facing Canada today can be solved and will
get top priority under the NDP. An NDP government will ensure
every Canadian the right %o hmusing at reasonable cost, will.elw
iminate the inequitable features of the property tax, and will give
cities and towns the financial freedom to play their full rcle in
providing a decent environment for Canadians,

To achieve these goals a New Democratic Party government will

mebilize 2ll the necessary resources to implement a five year
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programme for housing that will:
(1) raise housing production to 350,000 units a yeér
and then the_use of housing as an economic regulator;
(2) launch a major programme to facilitate oclder homes;
(3) create a national inventory and a national plan for
housing so that new units, rehabilitation funds, land
acquisition will be directed to the areas and families
that need them most, not to those who can pay theimost;
(4) elimina#erthe tax advantageous that favour high rise
office towérs, shopping centres, and land specﬁlation when
décent houSing is in desperately short supply;
(5) encourage co-operative and non-profit groups to be-
come ﬁajor_providers of houging in cities and towns:
(6) build housing directly through a national building
corporation @f non-profit and c¢o-operative groups, the
provinces“hhd the private sector fail to build enough
housingbéanada's,needs:
(7) make major progress towards the New Democratic Party's
long term goal of providing housing at a cost no more
than 20% of income,

- Pederal Convention, 1973,

3.,4,2 A New Deal for Tenants
Most housing in Canada is.public housing - eithér government

owned or government financed or insured. AvNDP government will
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~ensure that whenever public funds or guarantees are involved,
housing will be directed to social needs and will help achieve
national priority. 7

Federally financed rental housing will carry thé 6bligation
that rents'may rise only in relation to costs, and that landlords’
books are open tprtenants, An NDP government will work with
prbvincial and municipal governments to establish an effective
system of rent regulation, security of tenure and tenant's rights
in every major ¢ity across Canada, The tax system will be am-
gnded to end those depreciation allowances and other tax con-
cessions which have allowed the developers and apartment owners
to escape paying their fair share of federal taxes.

Co-operati#e and non-profit housing groups will be encour-
aged with manageﬁent advice and adequate start up funds, includ~
ing interest free mortgages in the first year. Low interest
mortgages and tax credits available to_home owners will also be
provided to co-operatives and non~-profit housing groups. Pension
funds will be given incentives to provide non-profit housing for
their contributors.

An NDP government will ecease financing large public housing
é%ttos. and will give Canadians a genuine choice of where 1o live,
An NDP government will provide shelter allowances to make up the
difference between a family's rental cost and what they can

reasonably afford. A shelter allowance will be paid to people
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over sixty, to tﬁe disabled, and to family on moderate incomes,
particularly families witﬁ young children. |

An NDP government will stop the destruction of older resi-
dential areas and end the decay of rgral housing with generous
rehabilitation ioans and grants, a#ailable to co-opérative and
non-profit housing”groups as well as families with lbwer, moderate
incomes, Forgifabie loans of up to $3,000 will be available
~ through the Central Mortgage Fund at an interest rate of 6%. The
loan will be forglven over ten years at the rate of $300 per year;
and only the portion not yet forgiven will be repayable if the
hoﬁse is re-soldy |

Tax idcenﬁi#es that now encourage speculators to avoid the
tax oﬁ fecaptured depreciation by demolishing properties will be
eliminated. Ari NDP government will ensure that thefe are adeqguate
builders’warqantées on all federally financed or gﬁaranteed hous=
ing and will work with the provinces to enforce minimum standards
for housing across Canada.

- Federal Convention, 1973

"3,4.3 Home Ownership for the Average Canadian: 6% Mortgages

An NDP gé#ernment will make house purchase easier for the
broad range of Canadians who now find it impossible to afford

a home of their own., Families with low and moderate incomes are
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stfapped by high rents, they cannot afford to save a down pay-
ment, and they are shut out of home ownership because of: high
interest rates.

A New Democratic Party government will insure that families of low
and moderate incomes will have a genuine choice between owning
or renting their hbme by implementing the following programme:

(1) The New Democratic Party will establishg Céntral

Mortgage Fund in a strengthened Department of Urban

Affairs which will‘direct federally chartered lending

~institutions, insurance,and trust companies to allocate

a substantial proportion of their annual invesfment to

housihg at a rate not exceeding 6%, These mortgage funds

will be used to carry out the priorities of the five

year housing program {see 3,4,1);

(2} If the banks, insurance,and trust companies fail'

to allocate their mortgages according to the national

priorities, they will be required to transfer the une-

fulfilled portion of their annual financial quota at

the 6% interest rate to the Central Mortgage Fund,

which will lend the funds directly:

(3) Co-operatives, non-profit housing groups and fam-

ilies oh low and moderate incomes will have priority

in borrowing at the 6% rate from federal financial in-

stitutions or through the Central Mortgage Fund;

(4) The New Democratic Party will offer low and moderate
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income families morigages up to 100% of the value

of the housé or condominium they buy;

(5) to offset the burden of interest rates, families
on low and ‘moder“ate incomes will be #llowed a tax
credit to:fedﬁCe the effective rate on their exiéting
moi‘tgages-r to 6%;

(6) an NDP. government will cut the costs of buying and

selling homes by encouraging provinces to provide public
legal and real estate services at low costs, or providing

them directly if the provinces show no interests.

- Federal Convention, 1973

t

L, TLand Use Policies

4,1 The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and supports the

following statements and resolutions adopted by the federal New

Democratic Party:

4,1,1 Land Policy
Land is a valuable social commodity; and
When this land is again bought by the public‘agencies,
it iz done so at the expense of the public purse;
BE IT RESOLVED that with rare exceptions publicly
owned land should not be sold . to private interests
but should be retained for the public good and wel-

fare and when in the public interest, leased for
private usé.-

- Federal Convention, 1967
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h,1.2 Land Policy: Drive OQut the Speculators

Next to moftgages, the biggest single factor in urban
housing césts is the price of land, As part of its five year
housing prograﬁme,'an NDP government will spend $500IMillion a
year to ensure public control of the major share of land around
Canada's cities, It will buy urban land directly through the
Department of Urban Affairs if provincial and local.g0vernments

fail to co-operate in ending land speculation. Existing land

" banks in th: hands of large private developers will be purchased

at the original cost plus a reasonable per annum rate of incr-
ease.,
An NDP government will provide 100% federal loans to prov-
incial and local governments to acquire for housing, transit,
and other urban purposes and will extend this financiﬁg to land
intended for redevelopment, as well as undeveloped land. Public=-
ly owned land in urban areas will be leased in order to lower
costs for home owners and tenants, to provide proper planning
and to prevent profiteering. An NDP government will ensure that
‘public land is used efficiently, with emphasis on.medium density
housing that familiés on low and moderate incomes can afford.
Using the tax sysfem, an NDP government will eliminate the
land speculation that holds both home buyers and tenants to
ransonm, With_the exception of a home owners' principle residence,

and farm property sold for agricultural purposes, capital gains
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from land and property will be taxed at 100% of personal tax
rates rather than the present 50%. Speculative gains on-prop-
erty held for 1ess than five years will carry an additional tax
of 25%; if property is held for five to ten years the additional
tax will be 15%, Interest-costs and property taxes on specu-
lative land holdings would no longer be allowed as dédﬁction

either for income or capital gains tax,

~ Federal Convention, 1973.

4.2 The Alberta New Democratic Party has adopted the following
statements and policies.
4.2.1 Land fbrfurban development should not be a séufce of
private prope;ty.-
A New'Democfatic Party government would enact the follow-

ing measures to implement this principle:

(a) Public ownership of all land likely to be sub-

jeet to urban development, with power to exproprlate

for that purpose; |

(b} A confiscatory tax on speculative profits from

land; ‘M

{e¢) The usé_of provincially ‘owned and municipally owned

utilities tb_provide services on land for develop-

ment;
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(d) E:mphasis on leasing land for building houses
at long term low rates,

- Provincial Convention, 1974

L.2.2 The Albefta New Democratic Party believes that land is
a natural resoufbe-and would therefore when elected legislate
to preserve and protect it for the use and welfare of present
and future genérations.

Thé New Democratic Party will zone all Alberta land
according to its productive capacity as agricultural, resi-
dential, recreational, industrialaand forestry reserve areas.

Because land is a natural resource basic to the production
of food, all poténtially productive land will be jealously pro-
tected from ail forms of development for the productién of foods

The New Democratic Party believes that the cost of the
purchase of land must presently reflect in the cost of food
which the farmer produces and is therefore borne by both the
farmer and cohsdmer for the benefit of financial institutions
and that the mounting investment in land will make it impossible
for farming to remain in the hands of individual or family farms
but will eventually fall into the hands of financiai institutions
and/or food corporations most of which are foreign owned or con-
trolled and thérefore proposes that the New Democratic govern-

ment would purchase all farm land available for purchase for any
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reason. The lénd will be leased by the New Democratric govern-
ment to new gepérations of farmers who must be Canadian citizens.,
The retiring farmers' Canadian kin would have first oftion to
lease,

The Néw Democratic Party proposes that all speéulation and
proflteerlng be removed from land transaction whether agricultural,
reSLGentlal or industrial purposes and that it be treated as a
utillty. ‘

The Alberf;_New Democratic Party has accepted the following
‘recommendations: |

(a) That the 1ncom1ng executive of the party be in-

structed to app01nt an Agricultural Policy Commlttee

to work through the cpming years to collect and assim-

ilate matéfial and information from as many sources as

possible,:fér example, the Land Bank in Saskatchewan,

Bill 42 in British Columbia, etc.* o

(b)* This material together with draft policy tp‘be

discussed af constituency seminars or regiqnal s em-

inars to 5e éalled by the Provincial Executive,

(c)* Thaflfhe above be presented as a bases fbf‘study‘

and that a po1icy on land use be presented at next

years conﬁéntion.

- Provincial Convention, 1974.
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5, Public Utilities

5.1 Public Utiiities, by their very nature, must be operated
as.monopolies in order to avoid duplication of expensive facil-
ities to maximize efficiency. Since it is contrary“to the
public interest' to guarantee a profit to a privatelmonopoly,
ali public utilitiés in Alberta shall be placed under public
ownership. Compensation to private owners will be in terms:of
paid up capital;.

Electric tower, which is a natural monopoly, shall be placed
under public ownership, Farmers who have .eXérbitant power in-
stallation costs shall be reimbursed and further installation
shall be provided at reasonable cost. The development of coal
burning thermal units for electric power in the coal mining areas

will be encouraged as economic aid to these depressed areas, and

as an added source for power and industry and domestic use.

All consumer public utility - natural gas comﬁanies shall be
placed under pﬁblic ownership and the sales tax will be levied
on exported gas to subsidize lower gas prices to Alberta con-
sumers, Thislwill provide domestic and industrial consumers with
a cheaper source of energy not subject to foreign pricing, and
any profits madé will be used to pay for necessary public welfare

services,

- Provincial Programme, 1967,
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5.2 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic
Party endorse the principle of a power grid sy-
stem under public ownership, and will work to-
wards such a system in order to ensure adequate .
power supplies at the lowest possible cost;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this convention op=
poses any act which will unduly restrict the ex-
‘pansion of municipality owned utilities within
the confines of the municipallty served,

- Provinecial Conventlon, 1967.

6. The Environment

6 1 General statement on ecologv and pollution control

Modern man is faced w1th a dilemma - the air he breathes
and the water he drlnks are fast becoming too 1mpure to sustain
life and assure-good health. Pollutlon now ranks with crime,
poverty, 81ums,rdrug.addiction. riots and mental illness as one
of the major pfdblems facing man., However, the problems of air
and water pollutlon are, more so than other urban problems,re-
-1ated to geographlcally fixed industrial centres., In most prob-
lems of our urban society we have the will to solve them but
lack the knowAhdw. In the case of air and water ppllution the
oppOSite holdsftrue - we have the technical capability but appeéf
to lack the will, We have at our finger tips the téchnblogical
knowledge to change our environment to provide cléan air and
water. We know.'br can easily find out, who the polluters are

and what we must do is insist that adequate steps be taken to
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e¢liminate the threat to our environment,

A run‘awéy‘technologyg whose only law is profit, has for
decades corrupted our air, ravished our soii. denuded our for=
ests, and pollutéd our water resources, The result is an en-
vironment assailed by noxious doses of fumes, sewage, smoke,
noise, chemicals, ugliness and urban decay., Furthermore the
crisis is compounded by a steadily rising populatibn‘in defiance
of all sense of science., Scientists and authorities have ex-
amined'the chalienge of our physical environment and . in their
opihion man and his planet face extinction_as a consequence of
mindless abuse and greedy exploitation of nature unless action

is taken now.

- Provinecial Convention, 1571,

6,2 Monitorihg of particular matter in the air

The National Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases Assoc-
iation reports that from 50 to 100 tons of poiluted particles
pér square mile settle each month over a heavily polluted city.
Because of the air inversion problems experienced by Edmonton
‘and Calgary*, adequate air monitoring is of the utmost import-
ance, At present the Provincial Department of Health's monitoring
system is minimal, It is imperative that it be expanded,

BRE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic

Party call on the provincial Department of
Health to expand its monitoring system to in-
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clude alljpresent and potential poilutants.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta New

Democratic Party urge the provincial government
to establish an.emergency shut down system of -
industry similar to that in operation in Toreonto,

BE IT FURTHER,RESOLVED that information on toxic

" levels be released upon request to the media and.

interested persong, expressed in the language of
the layman.

- Provincial Convention, 1971,

Industiry and Pollution

WHEREAS the plans and projects of industrial ébfp-
orations generally seek to utilize resources for
their own profit motives and: , o

WHEREAS this orientation frequently leads to pbll-
ution which jeppardize the overall chances of human
survival on earth,

BE IT RESOLVED that we protect our environment by
ensuring that mines, mills, and factories, etc.,
operate in such a2 way that the natural heritage is
not harmed but this preserved or reclaimed for the
benefit of future generations, . :

L - Provincial Convention, 1971.

WHEREAS the government has stated a policy that
corporations pay to prevent their own pollution,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic
Party demand that the government demonstrate its
sincerity with the Proctor and Gamble Pulp Mill
under construction in the Grande Prairie area.

- Provincial Conventién, 1971.

Legislation to protect the Environment

BE IT RESOLVED that the Clean Air Act and the Clean
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Water Act of Alberta be consolidated into a single
act called Environment Protection Act covering all
additional areas of pollution, and according to
the following principles:

(1) +the authority for the protection of the en-
vironment should be a Pollution Control Board;

(2) the responsibility of the Board would be to

(a) determine and implement the environmental
gtandards applicable :

(b) propose standards for adoption by Canada
{e) conduct hearings upon
(i) complaints by individuals or the

. government charging violations of the
Act or its regulations,

"(ii) petitions for exemptions
(iii) petitions fo remove stop orders

(iv) petitions for public hearings to
vary, add to, or subtract from existing
" pollution. control standards, '

(v) such other conditions as may be pro-
vided by regulation or board rules,

(d) to hear appeals from ministerial ordersy

(e) to make such enforcement orders as may'be
appropriate,

(3) The Board shall be required to have public hearings
on any questions not clearly frivilous which are the
subject of a petition in prescribed form and subscribed
form and subscribed to by the proper number of signat-
ures, concerning environmental matters.

(4) The minimum standards should be set out in the
act instead of being left to ministerizal descretion.
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(5) Pollution orders should be made enforceable by
attachment (1mprlsonment, or impounding of property)

(6) The standards previded should be available for
the benefit of individual citizens to sue on if they
are 1n3ured by the non-cbservance of them.

(7) The files of the minister and the Board should be
public with all proper exceptions (e.g. identity of
complainants, tradesecrets, privileged information,
etc.) but so to leave intaet the prineciple that such
information should be available, so that the publie
will fully know what the government is doing about
pollution, and how individual persons and corporations
are performing.

(8) rTliscrimination against-complainants under the
act by employers or other persons should be forbidden.

(9) Provision should be made for appeals by poll-
uters hit by new regulations against the refusal by
the minister of interim exceptions. Equally the
people should be able to complain about the fail-
ure of the minister to take the necessary steps to
clear polluticn caused by individual persons or
companies, These appeals and these hearings should
take place before the Pollution Control Board as
above noted,

(10) Local consultation before the making of reg-
ulations, particularly applicable %o local areas,
should be requlred by the Act,

¢11) The considerations in granting interim or
permanent - exemptions should be laid out in the
Act,

(12) Provisions should be made for grants to en-
avle polliution control devices to be installed.
But it should in generel be required that such
grante if made (in preference to public take-
over), should only be made in conjunction with
any or all of the following:

repayment provisions

control of the company

representation on the board of directors
debentures
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bonds
profit-sharing
worker participation or control

(13) In addition to clean air and clean surface
water (the subjects covered in the present Act),
ground water, underground pellution by dumping in
wells or bore holes, radicactivity, refuse dis-
posal, and neise pollution, etc., should be covered.

- Provincial Council, 1973.

6.5 Recycling
moday we are faced with the unprecedented depletion of

valuable natural rescurces such as metals, paper, glass,
rubber and at the same time our traditional garbage disposal
methods are using valuasble land, causing pollution and creat-

ing unsightly, unhealthy conditions.

WHEREAS recycling of refuse eliminates both of these
grave problems,

BE IT RESOLVED that recycling be a major concern'of
governments, and :

BE IT PURTHER RESOLVED that an NDP government would
build garbage recycling plants, ‘

It is %o be noted that the use of land fill garbage dis-

posal is not recycling.

- Provincial Counecil, 1974,
6.6 The Alberta New Democratic Party endorses and supports the

following statements by the federal New Democratic Party,
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6.6.1 Pollution The technology that has produced our afflu-
ence has had its.price in the defilement of our environment,
As our population increases in numbers and density;“thé pro-
blems_and the riéﬁs arising from the polluticn of air, water
and soil cry for correction. The good life willgnot‘be ours
unless we can make sure that our population can livéﬁin a clean
and wholesoﬁe couhtry. |

The attack on pollution must not only be thofodgh, it must
also be compréhensive, We must look to our' total environment,
Man pays 2 terrible moral and spiritual price for hls uncontrolled
advance if he has to live in a landscape which is not only a
hazard to his\health but an offence against his sight and hearing.
A full concern for the quality of environment in which we and
our children must live will only be manifested if we are deter-
mined to take action. |

Co«operatlng with our provincial and municipal levels of
government, a New Democratic government will take actlon by:

(1) mere reﬂulatlon and persuasion have proved in-

effective. There must be a financial incentive; poll-~

uters will be heavily penalized;

(2) registering and controlling pesticides and their

use, Their effect on animal 1ife should be taken into

account as well as their tolerance in foods. Producers

and distributors applying for registration will be re-
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quired to show proof of their effects and con-

trolabilitys ,

(3) reguiring that motor vehicles be equipped with

a means of‘filtering combustion fumes and contrciling

the use of gasoline additives which are a main cause

of the morbid effects of combustion fumes; |

(&) moderniéing cur waste disposal systems. Sanitary

land fill has disastrous éffects on our soil and ulte
imately o~ our supplies of drinking water;

'3} eliminating unsightly displays of automotive junk;

and other refuse which blight our cities and country side.
Local governments will also be urged to set up financial

' sanctions against those who despoil our environment in the
name of trade,

(6) econtrolling noise pollution through traffic eontrol,
standards of noise insuiation in apartments, and other
mentions against the "unseen” pollutants.

(7) striving to establish such a programme of effective
co»operation netween Tederal and provincial governments

to halt the pollution now taking place; restoring to their
previous state.waters alréady polluted (where possible) and
taking measures to prevent hitherto unpolluted waters from

becoming polluted;
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striving to extend the area of co-operation be-
tween the Canadian and American government through
the International Joint Commission

Establiéhing a national water policy and,-in‘this
connection, to enter into a survey of Canada's water
resources together with studies of their use including
the economics of water distribution and neutrélizatién
as well as its storage; |

Making & firm commitiment to refrain from any deals
as to thé disposition of any Canadian water to the U.S,
until such time as adequate data has been obtained to
eﬁsure that Canada’s own water needs for all time are
known,
(8) obtaiﬁing contrel over major shorélines, drainage
basins, major lakes and rivers to take definite action
against pollution; |
(9) estabiishingan Environmental Control Agenéy'which
would haVé‘power to police all aspecfs‘of pollution and
pursue thrdugh research and investigation, further meas-
ures to make the country in which we live as wholesome
as possiblé; |

- Federal .Convention, 1967.
6.6.2 Water

For too‘long Canada has neglected the important and basic
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resource of water. While richly endowed with this resocurce

we have not been adequately concerned with protectibn of
quantity or quality. As a result there are areas of increas-
ing water deficiency, there are supplies endangered or destroyed
by pollution, As‘indusﬁrialization and urbanization increases,
as power needs grow, as recreational demands mount, as world
food needs escélate with exploding population, both the quality
and'quantity of Canadian water supplies assume greatly added
importance.

“he development, distribution, and conservation of Canad-
ian water is one of our main public problems, The effective
use of this resource demands planning by government (federal and
provincial), aéministrative arrangement by grants (federal and
provincial), and investment by governments (federal and provin-
cial), \

A comprehensive inventory of both surface and ground water
is required. So tools regearch to remove natural impurities and
to prevent pollution. ¥Many of the natural waterways CYOSS pProve
jncial boundaries. DMoreover sone of the flow now going westward
and northward will eventually have to be diverted to serve areas
that are now deficient or which will become deficient, If a
Canadian view is to be taken the government of Canada acting with

provincial governments must become active in encouraging and
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assisting regional arrangements,

A New Démocratic Government would initiate the necessary
gtudies teo determlne water supply, water needs {and the methods
required to brlng supply and needs together) It would vigorously
undertake and sponsor the research needed t0 remove ex;stlng
pollutlon which has become a serious problem in many areas and to
prevent added pcllution. It would act with provincial,gdvernments
in respect to necessary diversion and supplemehtation of present
supplies, It would take such action as is necessary tovprevent
export water from Canada until an adequate supply QS‘assurnd. to
Canada for all“time, thus preventing a recurrence of such deplor-
able events as the Columbia River Treaty and the Chicago Drain-
age Diversion.. | |

Comprehen31ve action of this nature is essentlal tc the pro-
per management of our resources, to ensurlng iemployment and to

preserve and add to the amenities of 1life for the Canadian people.

- Federal Convention, 1965

6 6,3 The Environment

Experts on the subject of pollution control recognize that
international laws are required to combat the dangers to all peoples
of the world éxpOBed to thé hazards of pollution; and

{Rll nations of the world must enact laws ﬁithin their own

countries to correct the abuses of the government created by in-
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dustrialization, increased pepulation, and the new technology;

BE IT RESOLVED that we urge Canada to give strong
support to the United Nations in their endeavor to
establish international agencies for the tackling

of the pollution problem on the international level,
and enter into international negotiations and take
other steps to protect our sea coasts from oil spills;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we support the following
policies:

(1) the amendment of the CTIMIPAL " Code to
make it a jail offence for senior officers
of companies who repeatedly, andidespite
warnring, centinue to pollute;

(2) the establishment of an environment
department under the authority of a cabinet
minister with power to deal with air, water,
soil and noise pollution;

(3) the establishment by the government of
the national environmental council composed
of representatives of farmers, laborers, in-
dustry and other interested groups to study
and submit recommendations to curb pollutiony

l(h) the implementation by the government of
an educational campaign involving pollution
and its relation to the profit system;

(5) the enactment of legislation which would
(a) enable individual citizens to sue
any organizational buginess whose pol-
lution caused personal damage, and if
such pollution damages food:

(b) provide financial compensation to
the individual affected.

Federal Convention, 1971,
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AGRICULTURE

1. ‘Agricultufal‘policy is dependent mainly on federal political
decisiong. New Democrats have developed a national agricultural
policy which hés two main features.
(a) The ”ew Democratlc Party supports "parity prices"
This means prices that w1ll give the average farmer a
standard of living not lower than that of the average
industriél worker, Prices would be maintained by sub-
'sidy if necessary.
(b} The New Democratic Party believes that Canada can
best be served Wy supporting and nurturing viablé, in-
dividual owned farm units. We do not% believe that farms
shpuld be owned or controlled by corporate interests seek-
ing to infégfate farming with retail or other interests.
The Albeftﬁ.New Democratic Party thus supports and endorses
the following‘?olicies. programmes and resolutions of the federal
New Democratic‘Party:(JAE)

1.1 New Hope: for the Farmer

The family farm is the basdic unit of agrlcultural production

and the desirable jnstitution of our society. New Democratic
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objectives for zgriculture are maximum food production for Canada

and a hungry world, and effective marketing machinery to ensure

- fair and reasonable farming,

The New Democratic government will free the farmer from the
éffects,of the cost-price squeeze, We will lower farm pfoduction
cost by ending monopdy control over farm machinery, fertilizers,
chemicals and othef supplies., Co-operatives will be encouraged
and assisted tq'meet needs in these fialds and, where necessary,
public owners»ip will be developed.

Long term loans at low interest will be available for farm
improvement and to help young farmers to acquire the land and
modern machinery necessary for a successful career.

To offset the adverse effects of vertical integration of farm
processes by private companies, assistance will be gi#en to farmers
to build co-operatives for processing and marketing their own farm
produce, This assistance will include provision of credit on
favorable terms.

The New bemocratic government will assure producers of suffi~
cient marketing power by:

(a) development of federal producer marketing boards

to co-ordinate the work of provincial marketing boards;

(b)‘encouragement of co-operative and publically sponsored

facilities for storing, processing and distributing farm
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products; .

(e) developﬁent of programmes to increage domestic
1evei§ of consumption;

(d) distribution of our surplus foodlto the needy of
other lands"in such a way as to avoid economic-dié;
location, énd'support'for the establishment of a
World Foog:l._,Bank;

{e) vigorbus and imaginative efforts to sell surplus

. products éuéh as wheat, including the acceptahce.of

part payment in sterling or currency of other countries,
long term QOmmodity agreements, credit arrangements,
.barter and other bilateral trade agreements;

(f) giviﬁg the Wheat Board permanent status.

' The New Demoératic Party government will institute a parity
pricé policy torprovide levels of farming consistent with the rest
of the economy;f'We'wiil do this through a system of muaranteed
prices Based ohltotal farm costs supplemented by deficiency and
cqmpeﬁsatary payments where necessary.,

New'Democratic policy will include =a comprehensife system of
' crbp insurance and\a_programme of resource conservétion and deve
lopment. This will encompass more effective use of land and
- shifts in prodﬁgtion to meet changing market demands.

Adequatexand social community‘services are vitally important
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to rural living. The co-operation of provincial and municipal
governments wiil be sought to extend and improve heaith services;
transportation,_eléctric power and communications ihfrural areas,
Partidular attention will be_given, in co-operation'with the other
provinces, to eﬁtending vocational training for rural youth, in-

cluding education in modern farming methods.
- Pederal Convention, 1961

1.2 PFarm Income

The farmer cannot long survive the cost-price squeeze. The
present market system supplemented by a patch - work of agriculfural
subsidies, price supports and other systems is not doing the job
of enabling our farm producers to obtain an income which meets the
cost of produqfion and capital needs and assures them of family
earnings in kéépihg with Canadian standards.

BE IT RESOLVED that the New Democratic Party en-

dorse a farm income incentive programme founded

on the following principles,

(1) that the market place has not as a general

rule provided a majority of farm operators with

an adequate income no matter how.effective marketing
plans are or how efficient their production methods;

(2) that the cheap food policy is not only inevi-
table but is desirable to assure Canadians of a
plentiful supply within the budget of every wage
earners;

(3) that the objective of an adequate income for
efficient operators be sought through an income
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incentive for viable farm operations, Such a pro-
gramme should be regarded partly as a consumer sub-
sidy to ensure cheap food for Canadians and would
in the long run replace the present hodgepodge of
agricultural aid programmes,

- Pederal Convention, 1967

'1.3 Similiar to his fellow working Canadians, the.farmer is con-

fronted with a fight for economic survival caused by a laék of
adequate income within the present socio-écondmic system,

The trend towards vertical integration in some sectors in
agriculture is putting added pressure on the economié position of
the farmer, ?he:involvement of processors and chain stores in
farm production'is an example of the extension of the corporate

- system expandingrits control within our economic communities,

Basic and fundamental to the policy of the NDP are the
following: ' . ,

(1) the elimination of waste and inefficiency in the.

food industry and that effective control over this

indﬁstry'be'eXerciSed by the Cénadian governmént;

- (2) that‘dwnership and control of the land resogrces be
left in the hands of the farming community and that
the present pattern of land ownership be continued
as it préséntly exists; namely by individual farmers,
co-operative farms or publicly by the Crownj
(3) that our first priority be the retention of a
viable rural community with ade@uate income and living

standards. .
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Two particular problems regquire urgent attention. The
sharp decline in prairie farm income threatens the economic well-
being of the entire Canadian region. At the same time, conditions
of rural p@ferty‘found in all regions across Canada must be tack-
led at once,

Many of the problems facing agriculture result from the piece~
meal approach of past and present governments and their failure
to adopt a comprehensive approach which accepts the'principle of
a high degree of ?ublic responsibility to strengthen the industry.
The New Democratic Party believes that Government must intervene
to assist agriéultuﬁe in view of the fact that the industry has
a fragmented structure which must compete for the most part against
highly organized groups in:most other sectors of the économyn

To this endﬁ a New Democratic government will place emphasis

on the following program:

(1) stablige the agricultural industry and the farming
population; -
(a) provide for a basic income adequate toA
cover production costs and ensure a reasonable
standard of living:
(b) develop an adjustment program by assisting
low-income farmers to carry out basic decisions,e.g.;
devélop a viable farm enterprise sell-out and

and retrain for another occupation, retire,; etc.
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(¢) assist rural communities in obtaining an-
adequate level of services and income;

(a) énsure that the productive capacity of-#hel

land and the people be developed to the fullest

extent: know-how, teehnology and land resqurcés
must all be used to achieve a high standard of
living for farmipeople; |
(e) eﬁddufage diversification of farming based
on soﬁnd market information together with coﬁ—
prehehsive policies respecting marketing, pfices
and pfocgésing activities;

Implement emerzency programs to stabilize farm income:

{(a) anfémergency deficiehcy payment to comﬁen-
sate_for'the presenf serious decline in prairie
farm inﬁéme; i‘

(b} a two-price system as requested by farm organi-
zations; | |

(e) aﬁ,immediate minimum price guarantee of $2.12
per'buéhel for No,l1 Northern wheat and develop a
plan'td”guarantee a ﬁinimum price of $3,00 per
buéhei on the first 2,000 bushels of wheat. Min-
imum prices shquld be established for grains and

other products;
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" {3) Improve trade and marketing policies; The trade

negotiations known as the Kennedy Round which resulted
in the Tnternational Grain Arrangement, left the farmer

and the Canadian Wheat Board in a weak and ineffective

 bargaining position.. It would be the objective of an

NDP'g0vernment to correct this situation immediately
and expand the marketing and sales of our products on
a world-wide basis., Steps to be taken includes
(a) ﬁiace all western grains under the juris-
diction of the Canadian Wheat Board;
(b) develop more direct selling by the Canadian
Wheat Board;
(c) apply Canadian Wheat Board pricing policies
to feed mills;
(d) reqdire all individuals and cdrporations who
ehgage in the buying or selling of grain to
register with the Canadian Wheat Board and'éomu
ply with their regulationss |
(e) establish a permanent 0Oil Seeds Promotion
Commission under the jurisdiction of the Canadian
Wheat Board to promote the sale and use of Canadian
0il seeds in Canada and overseas, Adequate finan-

cing should be available to this Commission;
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(4) Expand sales of grains and other agricultural prod-

) ygjg.- Tt is essential to the interest of the prairie
farm-economy that a high’}e#el of grain exports be ach-
ié#ed. An NDP government will support a trade poiicy that
w111 enable us to increase our exports of wheat and other
gralns 1nto all markets with a special emphasis on Asian
markets, Russ1a and East European countrles. To achleve
this end, Canada must be prepared as a nation to expand
‘its trade with these countries in order to give them the
purchasing‘p6wer to buy our products, Canada1ﬁust élso
_maké eferyfeffort including subsidies to expand its sales
of feed gralns 1nto both domestic and export markets;

: (5) Livestock production and marketing., A shlft 1nto

.livestockxprqduction in areas such as the prairies

should be enéoufaged only as a result of careful eval-
uation of‘QUr market position and our productidn_potential.
The NDP wiil provide legislation to‘strengthen the f#rmers'
‘bargainihg'power through marketing boards and/or collect- |
ive bargaining by farm organizations, An NDP gqvernmenf
would amend combines legislation to prohibit corporate
verticaliintegration of processors and retail chain stores

- engaged in the feeding and breeding 6f livestock;
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(6) Improve grain delivery, handling and transportation
sxstem | N
(a) review the grain delivery quota system in
order to make if more equitable and to provide
for a minimum level of sales in a crop year; farm
.‘storage payments to be made when necessarys
(b) place 21l grain movement under thé juris-
diction of a Transport Controller, who will work
in close conjunction with the Canadian Wheat Boards
(c) establlsh a Royal Commission to investigate
all aspects of grain handling and transportation;

_(7) Enable agl;culture to adjust to new technological de-

velopments and changing economic conditions:
(a)} éhcourage rationalization of farm supply and
service facilities in order to avoid unnecessary
duplication and thus reduce costs to farmers;
(b) measures to control unnecessary increases in
the price of supplies required by farmerss
(e) adequate credit programs to enable farmers to
adgust to changing conditions with a maximum in-
terest rate of six percent on Farm Crédit Corpor-
ation and Farm Improvement Loanss
(d) adequate research programs to enable agriculture

to compete effectively for markets:
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(e) establish annual long~-term guidelines for
farmers on forecasted reguirements and trends of
individual farm commodities for both domestic

and export markess;

{f) inﬁestigate the problems of urban encroéchment
on farm lands in order to dévelop policies to
combat problems created:

(8) Assist other Nations in need of foed:

{a) ~stablish a one~-billion dollar revolving fund
to be used to extend long-term credit to dellar
short nations %o purchase food from Canada;

(b) shafply increase Canada's contribution to
focq aid programs;

{¢) sponsor establishment of a world distribution

centre to feed hungry populations,

~ Federal Convention, 1969,
1.4 The planned and continuous degradation of agriculture, and
the accompanying erosion of our rural communities are central
issues before the people in every province of Canada, and the
members of the NDP.
The current wheat marketing and pricing problems, and the

resulting income crisis faced by prairie farmers are, in themselves,
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shocking. Yetothey cannot be considered apart from the larger

picture they Qramatically reflect. This crisis is not new, nor
is it uhique. .it is rather, but another chapter in a 70-year
period of instaoiiity of markets, fluctuations in priCes and
depression of 1ncomes.

The accompanylng erosion of our rural communltles is pain-
fully apparent, . Small villages and hamlets are being swallowed
up by larger towns, The trade and cultural functions of these
Vlarger towns in turn are being threatened by even larger cities,
The very process of urbanization threatens to convert rural areas
to an unkept backyard in an urban conglomerate, a cultural waste-
land in a 1arger urban desert.

There are twe basic problems confronting agrlculture-

(i) the costs of production; and

(ii) the reiated questions of prices, markets and in-

come, Both of these problems relate to the future of

| family farms. In deallng with each. we propose to state
the probiem;and then list our recommendations.

Machinery Costs

An expensive Royal Commission has confirmed whaf most far-
mers Know, barm machinery is unduly expensive. In addition,we
belleve that in some instances machinery is inefflclent, of poor
quality and not necessarily suited to prairie conditions., The

The implement suffers from poor distribution., Spare parts have
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become a business racket, designed to complement planned ob-
solescence. In short, the interests of the American-dominated
farm machine industry are incompatible with those of our farmers,
Thé needs of one are diametrically opposed to the interests of
the other. |

It is necessary therefore to rationalize the industry in
the interests of_thegpeople who lsbour on the land. To this end,
we recommend the establishment of a government farm implement
board that will have the following functions:

(1) operate a farm machinery testing program similar

to that formerly provided by the Sagkatchewan Agri-

culture Machinery administration;

(ii) reguiate the distribution, sale and servicing of

farm machinery to promote standardization of farm ma-

chinerys |

(11ii) in éoﬁSultation with the provinces and in con-

sultation with the CCIL and other Canadian céntrolled

00mpanieé set up a positive program'of encouraging farm

implement mnanufacturing and importings

Landg Costs
The increase in farm size, the continental de¢line in the

total ‘number of producers, the aging of the farm populationg the
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difficulty facing young people desirous of becoming’farmers are
problems related 1n considerable measure to the questlon of land,-
and with the avallabillty of low-cest capital funds,, 

A number of myths should be dispelled. It is widely as-
sumed that an efficient farm unit may be defined iﬁ.iarge meas-
ure in terms of farm size, Experience suggests this assumption
ss misleading. By this definition, an economic farm unit in 1950
would be wholly inadequate in 1970. More to the point, the pro-
cess of farm enlsrgement since the second world waﬁ'has not re=-
sulted in the establishmeht of economic farm units,‘jlt has re-
sulted rather in éharp competition for land at inflated prices,
in a decrease in the number of farms, in rural depopulatlon, in
the almost systematlc exclu31on of young people from the agri-
cultural 1ndustry. The end result of the process is clear, not
the establlshment of an economic farm unit but the ellmlnatlon
of the famlly farm as the basic unit if agrlcultural productlon.

It is widely assumed that once a family has pald for the
-1and it cultlvates, the land is thelrs, that land may then be
passed on from one generation to the other without penalty. Sel-
. dom is this ever the case, Most farm parents cannot afford to
turn over theif land to theilr childrén if for no other reason
+han the fact that their 1nvestment 1n land has become, for them,

a pension fund.- In order to retire with a modlcum of decency,
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they are obliged %0 sell their land in order to supplement their
jncome from the Canada Pension Plan. As a result, the farm is
kept within the family when the son agrees 1o mortgage the farm,
The debt of one generation ss begueathed to the next. ISuch is
the price we arefobliged to pay for access to lands The system,
in short, is preposterous.

It almost guarantees the perpetual indebtedness of farm
families; it systematlcally excludes the young ffom the family
farm; it prov*ées the old with an expensive and inadequate pension
plan; it increases the costs of production, Clearly such 2 system
is of benefit to banks and snsurance and mortgage companiess; . the
penefit to the farmer is questionaﬁle

" The issuépmay pe restated simply. We require a farm policy
that sncreases the farm populatlon, not one that depletes. We
require oneé that opens the door to young farmers, not one that
slams it in their faces., We require a 1and policy that provides
the basis for'a‘new and invigorated rural community, not only
that undermines it, We raquire a policy that supports the fam-
jly farm, not one that destroys it. To this enda'we recommend s

(i} the acceptance of the principle that there shall

be a 1iﬁit to farm sizes

(ii) the establishment of a public commission to deter=

mine a formula for farm unit size on A& regional basis, the
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findings of such a commission to be subject to the
conslderatlon and approval of the individual producers

in the raglon;

(iii) establishing a Land Bank Commission to purehase
land offered voluntarily on the market at competltzve
prices, and lease this land, guaranteeing tenure, on

the basis of need, with the option to buy;

(iv) enacting leglslatlon to prohibit the forelgn and cor-
‘porate takeover of farm lands; '

(v) the deflnltlon of a farmer, for these purposes,

shall be 1nterms of a family, or a number of famlly
units eggaged in co=-operative productlen of one_k;nd or
another-“‘l -

{(vi) the ‘establishment of an adequate and sultable pen-
sion plan for primary producers such as farmers and fish-
ermen |

‘(v11) an NDP government would provide greater a381s-
tance in the form of low interest loans to indlv1duals

or groups wishing to initiate farming operatlon. Credit
would not be restricted to those now owning farm property
or other eSSets but would be made available according to

need to potential farmers of all ages.

Prices, Markets and Income

Regulate the food processing, wholesaling and retailing
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industries in thé Public interest through the use of price con-
trols.

Establish producer—controlled boards and legislate to pre-
vent dumping of agricultural products on the Canadian domestic
market. | |

" market prices would be regulated to cover all costs of pro-

ducing and marketing each commodity, including the cost of farm

. income and a pension plan for retiring farmers.

Extend ail-risk crop insurance at reasonable rates to all
areas of Canada and to jinclude all crops (irrigated aﬁd hay as
well), It would bé based on current production and market values
over a five year average.

Develop a'prdgram to provide for a basic guaranteed net in-
come for farmeré. Fafm income would be negotiated directly with
farmers on an industry-wide level and would be based on costs of
production, family need, and the productive potentiél of various

farming operations in relation to what was produced.

Grain Harketing

The NDF willradvocate the following policies for grain mar-
keting.
(1) that the farmer be guaranteed an initial price

geared to the cost-of-production figure;
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(ii) that the Wheat‘Boérd carry out an aggressive

sales poliey:

(iii) that-any losses from "pools" be absorbed from

the federal treasury, |

‘(1v) that farmers gshould have information in advance

‘ markets;_quptas and prices for the coming year;

(v) that the government share the cost of maintaihing
an inventorﬁ'of grains, specifically wheat, barley and
rapeseed in commercial'positions so that we may be able
to meet changlng world market demands;

(vr) 1nclude the sale of all cereal grains sold to feed
'mllls under the quota and pricing system of the Wheat
Board: |

(vii) license feeding operations ovér 400 head in. the
prairie régién, where the Wheat Board is resp&nsible
for grain*marketlng, and requlre them to report ‘monthly
to the Wheat Board, klnd. amount, ard price of graln pur-
chased; |

(viii) inciuQe rye, flax and rape-seed under the "pool-
ing" system of the Wheat Board; .

{(ix) do ail in its power to strengthen the position of

the Wheat Board.
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The Process of Flanning

If we are to develop new rural communities in any meaning-
ful way, it is going to be necessary to experiment withkthe
planning process, In this connection, experience to déte
would sugges?t: two congiderations: decentralization and involve-
ment of the 1ocal population°

The New Democratic Party is firmly commitfed to the idea
that production of food is not the sole object of the agricult-
ural industry. Because it affords a satisfying way of iife, for
a significant proportion of our people, economic considerations
ought not to be the sole, or even the principle critérion gov-
erhing farm poliéy and the provision of social amenities in rural
areas. We are firmly committed to the idea that the family-
owned and operated farm unit is the most desiratle économic unit
in agriculture, and that government policies should be aimed at
supporting and strengthening the viability of the family farm,

. but where requests are made by owners of.farm land we will con-
sider the assémbly of crown lands to release for individual
farmers. |

With these considerations in mind, we recommend :

(i) the pfdvision for regional:development areas and

planning processes; |

(ii) the establlshment of pllot regions for the pur-

pose of implementing atl least some of the recommenda-
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tions of this poliey;
(1ii) establishment of industrial plants to be co-
operatively or publiely owned for the processing of

food and the manufacture of farm supply items in the

region of.productlon. Related industries and services

should be" encouraged through industrial estates and

planned communltleslwhlch would include recreational

cultural and educational facilities. This 1ndustr1a11za-

_tion in rural Canada would provide new employment and en-

able those who migrate out of farming to find alternative

jobs within the region. It would revitalize gtagnant

rural C1ties, 1owar costs to the farmer and unite farmers

Jand worklng-people in the region, It might be necessary as

ell +o take into public ownership some ex1st1ng farm supply

‘retail operatlons, farm machinery assembly plants, ‘meat-

packing plants and canneries,

These policy recommendations were reached, having in

mind the

manner in which costs of production, prices, markets, income, and

‘rural life are,rélated one to the other, It is, therefore, rec-

ommended that these recommendations be considered together, having

in mind the relationship of one set of proposals to others,

Change isrlnev1table. There were people who lamented the

changes touched off in rural Canada by substitution of th

e tractor
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for the horse, Future changes cannot be imagined, but if rural
institutions andsrural people are to adjust easily to changes,
then study and‘planning are necessary., This points up the ur-
gent need for sdientifically trained personnel and pubiicly fin=-
anced sociél research, To this end, a New Democratic ?arty

government would establish a suitable agency for thié‘purpose.

Farm and Forest Credit

BE IT RESJLVED by this federal convention that a New
Democratic government:

(1) shall take the necessary steps to immediately.
implement the recommendations of the Canadian Task
force on Agriculture relative to the establishment
of a Federal-Provincial Farm Credit Board, based

on the sharing of capital investments and operating
cogts between the two levels of government and cov-
ering the administration of various credit programs
at the provincial level;

(2) will provide, through this Board, a program of
long term mortgage loans available to all farm and
forestry operators, including hog, poultry, frult,
vegetable, lumber and other specialized producers;

(3) shall substantially increase the present max-
imum long term loans especially for co-operatively
operated farms, provided the owners of those farms
are the actugdl farmers and shall revise to this
purpose the criteria for credit entitlement to take
into account as in the industrial sector the pot-
ential income which can be generated by credit;

(4) shall subsidize the interest rates of long term -
loans so as to reduce them to the level of 3% per
year for the first $25,000 in each case;

(5) will make available, through the Federal-Prov-
incial Board a medium term credit program similar
to the one which operates under the provincial
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legislation for improvement,. equipment and constre
uction both on forestry operations and farm woodlots,
and for agricultural land; it-should be possible for
banks and credit unions to grant loans under this
program at:a rate of interest very close to the: cur-

rent rat
board. or
suhstant

(6) will
methods

es with the provision that the farm credit
‘the provincial government would refund a
ial share of this interest to the farmers;

make available, following a study of the
of operation, a program of short term credit

. which could follow the general principles of the

medium t
improvem

erm credit program under the provincial farm
ent'legislation; L

(7) shallfimplement gpecial farm credit provisions

for youn

g people settling on farms.,

~International Markets

A New Deﬁocratic government:

(1) shall tak

e new steps to equalize the tariffs applicable

to farm products for various countries;

(2) shall take:the leadership of those qountrieé which want

to resume mul

at this level

ti;latéral trades negotiatidns. Failing success

. Canada shall be prepared to participate in

trades agreemént with a limited number . of countries and even

in bilateral

(3) shall inc

treaties;

rease dotivities to promote and develop trade and

shall encourage-jointlventures of farm organizations, federal

and provincial governments, business organizations or private

enterprises;
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(4) shall promote and plan its food assistance to develop-
ing countries, particularly in the case of dairy products;
{(58) shall" con51derably inecrease the market studies and shall
establlsh close,co-operation between researchers and farmers
which must make de01sions at the level of productlon;

(6) shall equallze tariffs for all importers.

Planning Commigsion

. NDP MPs shall see to it that all three folleﬂihg reaction-
ary and unaccepteble recommendations of the task fofce be re-
jected: |
(1) the freezing of dairy product prices;

(2} the total elimination of subsidies from the Canadian
Milk CommissiOn‘bj 1976
(3) the assistehce offered. to the farm operators who leave

fafming, to the detriment of those who remain in farming.,

Dlstrlbutlng Feed Grains and Surplus Dairy Production

The NDF #Bs shall in the House of Commons demand that the
Department of Agriculture:
(1) reject the unilateral principle of non-gubsidy to the
dairy industry and the transportation of feed grains, as
recommehded in the report of the Canadian Task Force on

Agriculture;
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(2) proceed w1th both above-mentioned programs. We-con-

o s1der that they must be malntained and adgusted if needed,

,‘untll valld alternatlves are found to replace those two

urrent systems of sub51d1es-

(3) continue the work started by the task force on Canadian
agrlculture, for the purpose of preparing concrete pollcy
£0 help Quebec agrlculture. The methods for 1mplementat10n

of those p011C1es. "should take into account economlc and

,soc1a1 consequances;

(43 ootaln the- 301nt participation of the provincial gov-

ernment and-farm organizations including the UCC 1n the

‘draftlng ofy p011c1es and programs for Quebec agrlculture.

Such an approach should be used both within a permaneht

trlpartlte task force, and at the time of events such’ as

“the Canadian Agrlcultural Convention.

" Federal Convention, 19?1.

1,5 A natlonal feed grains policy must recognize the best

interests of producers, livestock producers and consumers,
Stability of supplies of feed grains and meat-products

combined with‘adequate and stable producer incomes are essen-

tial to serving those interests, and
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orderly marketing of feed grains must be the corner-
stone of any effective feed grains policy. |

. BE IT RESOLVED that the NDP urge the federal gov~-
ernment to implement the following:

(1) that the Canadian Wheat Board be the sole
marketing agency for western graing

(2) that the Canadian Wheat Board institute 2

- national pricing structure which guarantees users
of feed grain in every area of Canada access to
feed grains-produced i western Canada at west-
ern Canadian prices adjusted for transportation
and handling cosis;

(3) that the present policy of feed freight assis-
tance be continued as it applies in the eastern
provinces and British Columbiaj

(4) that a storage assistance program for feed
graing be established as oné feature of a stor-
age program for all grains - wheat, oilseeds, and
feed grains - SO that adequate supplles of grain-
will be on hand at all times. -

_ Federal Convention, 1973.

2. ‘The agriculturial policy of the Alberta New Demdoratic
Partj supports +hat of the national organization, In'supple—
ﬁentation of ﬁplicies the Alberta New Democratic Party has ad-
opted the following policies:®

2.1 An Alberta New Democratic Party government will provide
real leadership and co-operation with organized farmers to con-

tinue improvement in production and marketing techniques.
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An Alberzﬂ New Democratic Party government would
(1) improve and ﬂxteﬁé resesrch in soil testing, plant breeding
and livestock improvements
{2) extend and/or inerease crop insurance coverage'by,con-
trivuting to the premium costs; _ _
(3) establish a machine testing bureau to provide 1mpart1al
information and data on farm machinery:
(L) work with opgamixed farmers to develop new andlimproved
marketing machinery provide improved legislation for the pur-

pose of hoiding pilebicites on marketing boards.

5,2 An Alberta New Democratic Party government woﬁld‘provide
a provincial budget that would recognize the importance of ag-
riculture to the total econcmy of the Province, The present_
vudget is not 2 firm mezsure of this worth., ¥ o

In additiénaimmediaté‘research into the adequacy and fair-
ness of the present spplication of property taxes neéds to be
undertaken. |

Crown 1andé étill unoccuppied should nct be opén for settle-
ment until the proper plan of settlement is arranged and provision
made for each cattler to have adequate finances and/or assistance
for sone assurance of success A similar plan should be prepared
in eonjunction with the Crown Credit Corporation to re-establish

those peopie presently cccupying crown lands who are in financial
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Ch
}do

FFiculiys

[

- Provincisl conventlon, 1966,
. DProvincial Programme, 1967

2.3 Bince +hers ig no pcsgibility at the present +ime for the
farmer 10 2ell his products on world mafkets a%t a price which
will give him financial sgualilsy with the induétrial worker,
and since the farmey shouﬁﬁ pay ‘the same wages +o labourers as
indugtry, 204 Alronbe New Democratic governmen® would do every
thing pogsible +o assist the farmer TO attain & Nnew minimum in-
come of $3.000 per Y@zl

.. Provincial Convention, 1966

. Provincisl Programme. 1967,

2k The davelopment of meaningful Tarm policy s extremely aiffi-
cult and very comPlexs most of the gifficulty arises because of
the wide givergence of waather snd soil, variation in ehter-
prises and aistance From markais. 1+ is for This reason that
farm policy van enly be stated in gene?al terms, and 1 therefore,

di*appﬂiﬁting to many Farmers who are on the prink of elimination

+

or young pacple just getting started. However one very im-

e

portant poin® snould be borne sn mind, & Hew Democratic Farty
forming & governmen% either provincially oy Tederally would not

be hampered by any loyalties +o existing institutions such a8
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food chaing, machine companies, etc., in its efforfs‘to trans-
iate general intd specific policey,

. There was considerable satisfaction, then, in the conclu-
siens arrived at in the conference held in Saskatoon in 19670’
#iret and foremost New Democrats should resisgt by legislation
the ghift to large, ron-Tfarm oriented companies that are unfair
competition for independent farm families., That ahy price
stabilization-programma ahould be available to large and small
farms alike .o should not be designed to eliminate the small
farmer as is the prssent Liberal government with regards to milk.

The farm‘priCE lsvels must be adjusted upwards by using a
combination of marketing boards and price subsidies. That both
the federal and.provincial gcvernmeﬁts need to put more into
crop insurance premiums 0 provide a higher level of income
guarantee and to proyide a-plan of interest subsidized loan for
young people to star farming, These and other.policies will
be subject to réview in the changes in social policies such as
complete medicare coverage and/br any system of income guarantees
applied to The whols society. In the meantime, help and leader-
ship will be provided to nhelp the farm people provide their own
services by means of co-operative efforis,

The following is the policy statement approved by the

conference in Saskatoon and offered for your approval:
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The New Democratic Party bellieves that a gystem of income

transfer from the treasury to farmers for the purpose of rais-

ing their income levels is necessary, and in the best interestis

of the farmers make their own decision whether or not they will

continue as feyYmers.

1.

With Tarmers and farm organizations plan production require-
ments and goals, along with any other requirements for ration-
al farm living: including land use, industrialization, and
urbanization.

Use %the. prineiple of parity pricing to assure farm families
a chance to mefe a living on a par with the rest of the
gConemy ., :

suarantee a minimum income at or near the regional cost of
production by paying at least half of the premium on crop
insurance required for this purpose.

Provide the leadership necessary for farmers to develop
sound, responsible marketing machinery and supplement this
by whatever legislation is necessary.

Make available low interest money, technical and managerial
aid to young ferm famillies, including homesteaders, who do
not have the advaniages of other sponsors.

That every effort will be made to discourage vertically in-
tegrated corporations either to own land or to carry on
farming enterprises that, by their nature, provide unfair
competition for the farm family.

To provide all the necessary facilities, both financial and
technical, to make research a top prierity.

To assure zll young psople access to education fitted to
their needs,

RE IT RESOLVED that the New Democratic Party, if electid,
would appoint a committee o investigate the entire sphere of
vertical integration in Agriculiure. This committee should
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have broad terms of reference, and -have authority to bring
in specifie recommendations as to where legislation can be
passed to stop +tnis evil practice of making sweat shop lab-
our of the primary producer. Contract farming can. lead only
to monopoly centrol of the farmers. o

- Provincial Convention, 1967.
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND LABCUR RELATIONS

1, Alberta, alcng with the other prairie provinces of western
Canada, needs a dynamic approach towards supplementing its
economy through sndustrial expansion, Alberta has amongst its
natural resourcis petroleum, Eas, waterpower, coal and industries
within the province.

In order to develop our sndustrial potential for‘the benefit
of the people in this provinee, an Alberta New Democfatic govern-—
ment wills

1. Institute. a plan for intermediate and long term

low cost cfedit to emall growing industries and offer

assistance in planning and promotion df thesé‘indust—

ries;

2, Plan the promotion of co-operative enterprises in

areas of need.

3, Enact such 1abour, industrial and other legislation

that will provide the necessary impetus for the develop-

ment of industry and commercse in Alberta.

b, Supporﬁ federal incentive measures designed to increase

Canadizn ownership of iﬁdustry_and maintain a coﬁtinued

study of the status of natural ragsources in Alberta, with
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a view to securing.and maihtaining control of iOSt;
and of restdring control to Canadian hands where con-
trol has been alienated by present and previous gdvern-
ments, -
(5) Revisé the GCompanies and Securities Laws to pro-
vide:

That‘is.asreconomically feasible

{(a) fhat,an effective majority of shares in all

‘new cémpanies incorporated and/or registered in

Alberta'ﬁust be owned by citizens of Albérta;i

- {(b) that all issues of voting shares of comﬁanies
" incorporated in Alberta must be offered}-firét to

Albeftans, then to citizens of Canada as a thle

and, finally, the world market.
(6) Oppose export of Canadian water and instead make
: céntinued'Sfudies for the maximum utilization of this water
Ain Canada in genéraié and in Alberta in particular;
(7) Tnitiate experiments of shared labour manaéement con-
trol in selécted public corporations on an expériﬁental basis
with the bbjective of dividing techniques to eliminate in-
dustrial wéffére and increase the dignity of employees at
all levels in the corporate structure, |

| - Provincial Convention, 1966

- Provineial Programme,-'l96?
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2. A New Democratic provincial government will give immediate
consideration to a maximum development of
1. electric poﬁer production
2. petrochemical industry and allied research
3. pulp, paper and lumber, with emphasis on assisting the
small operator
4, fertilizer and other farm chemicals
5. development of aprimary steel industry in Alberta under
‘u'puﬁlic ruspices
6. the Alberta fishing industry, and
7. coal by-products plants if feasibiiimy shudiés?indjgate
their practicality.
-~ Provincial Convention, 1966

-~ Provincial Programme, 1967,

3, In further amplification of the above policy statements the
following resolutions have been passed:

3.1 BE IT RESOLVED that industrial development will be
planned to meet the long term needs of Albertans.
This would include the establishment of a compre-
hensive primary and secondary industrial system
across Alberta to provide a balanced, province wide,
economy, '

- Provincial Convention, 1974

BE IT RESCLVED that a provincial economic develdpment
board be established under the control of the provincial

(%)
[3¥]
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government‘tq set policy for short and long term
" egonomic development, and the transformation of .
Alberta into a socialist province. '

-~ Provincial Convention, 1974.

3.3 BE IT RESOLVED that an Alberta development corpor-
- ation be established which would have overall res-
ponsibility for technological innovations in in-
dustry to ensure that our technology is in harmony
with humanity's organic basis. '

- Provincial Convention, 1974,
3.4 BE IT RESCLVED that industry will be developed only
in unison with the environment and will be located
across Alberta to establish alternative industrial
~basis, : :

- Provincial Convention, 1974.

4. Public Ownership

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic Party
'ARFIRNMS the principle of public ownership as being
the basic economic principle of democratic socialism;g
and o ' ' ' '

RE-AFFIRMS our committment to the public ownership of:
(a) All utilities in the Province presently in
private hands, with equalized rates across
the province,
(b) All éxploitation of the Tar Sands,
{e) AlljexPloitation'of the Grande Cache Coal Reserves,

(d) As much low-rental housing as may be economically
justified,
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(e) Public ownership of land for land-banking pur-
poses to meet housing needs,

AND RESOLVES that the further areas of industry and
commerce in the Province in which public ownership
should exist, the form of it, the terms upon which
it should come about, the various transitional steps
that should occur, the financial implications in-
volved and all related matters be the subject of
study and policy formation;

AND THAT this study and pelicy formation should be
the task of a committee on public ownership;

AND THAT responsibility for the study of particular
areas of cconomy be delegated by the committee to
particular groups whether constituency, affiliated;
regional or otherwise, within the party, to report
back to the committee within a specified time;

AND THAT the committee shall report to council from
time to time, but in any case so that by the next
convention of the Alberta New Democratic Party, we
shall have a coherent and integrated policy state-
ment on these matters to form the basis of economic
plans when the people of Alberta are returned to
power,

- Provincial Convention, 1973,

5, Industrial Labour Policy

5,1 Recognizing the nead for close co-operation between the
labour groups of Alberta and any Alberta Government in order to
enact and maintéin legislation for the benefit of all Albertans,
the Alberta New Democratic Party affirms its support of the
general aims of organized labour in this'province and in Can-

ada as a whole,
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A New Democratic government would revise the Labour Act

to serve the interests of the workers and end the discrimination

thaﬁ now exists, This revised Labour Act will guarantee all

workers, including provincial and municipal employees, the right

to organize and negotiate collectively without interference from

management, with particular references to indiscriminate use of

injunctions by‘managements in labour disputes. Legal protection

of,minority'groups‘in fair employment and fair accomodation 1.

would be provided in the Act.

The Labour Act will include the following poihté, to cover

employers with.ﬁwo or more employees:

1.

A 40 hour - 5 day work week for all workers regard-

less of area of occupation; bearing in mind the

possfbilities of an even shorter work week to offset
the probiems of automation and unemployment, thus
providing full employment for all-willingiénd abie
tolwork. ' | | |

A minimuﬁ wage of $1.50 per hour, less any prbvisions

for room -and board for farm labour.

‘Ten paid‘statuatory holidays per year for every em-

ployee,

Two weeks' vacation with pay after one year's service;

three weeks' vacation with pay after five years ser-



164,

vice,

We further endorse the policy of extended holidays after
five years' service to all employees, with a view fd altering
the serious unemployment situation which exists and‘ﬁith no
hope for improvement in the forseeable future,

Under an Alberta New Democratic government, the Industrial
Relations Board would take over the investigation and prosecu-
tion of violations of the Alberta Labour Act. The Board would
bé reconstiturza with the purpose in mind of divorcing the mem-
bers thereof from'direct control by the government'in-powero

A New Democratic government would completely redraft the

Workman's Compensation Act in the light of present day social

conditions, inciuding definitions and rules as to what consti-
tutes light duty and a substantial increase in widows® and de-
pendents' pensions as well as disability pensions, including
farm labour where possible,

A New Democratic government would promote and encourage the
expansion of the National Employment Service into fhe'field of
part time or emergency employees,

A New Democratic government would co-operate with the Fed-
eral Governmenf on a sound and realisfic program fbr‘the devel-
opment of full health aﬁd Social Security programs and would

take whatever legislative means necessary to assist the federal
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government to achieve this end.

The New Democratic Party feels that management.no longer

should have the sole right to determine changes in employees’

relations and oOnditions.as a result of teohnologicai,advance-
ménts. To achievé communications aod arbitration in‘this
fleld, a New Democratic government would promote the establish-
ment of a permanent government commission on the effects of
automation, suffioiently qualified to be able to 1ntervene and
assist in the aettlement of labour disputes'ia the,field of
manaaoment~employee relations,

In addltlon to any Federal plan for full employment, a

'flex1ble prOV1nc1a1 development program of public works would

be planneo for the needs of seasonal and short term periods of
unemployment, and to assist munlclpalltles flnan01ally with a
51m11ar program. |

| Such a program would not only prov1de jobs in tlme of need,

but could provide schools, hospitals, roads, parks and other

-public facilities in an efficient and orderly manner,

~ Provincial Convention, 1666

- Provincial Programme, 1967

5,2 EBE IT RESOLVED that the New Democratic Farty support
the Alberta Federation of Labour in its long term
goal of a four day work week of eight hours per day¥.

‘= Provincial Convention, 1973.
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Democratic

- Party stands firmly committed to the principle

that it is the right, and not the privilege of
211 workers to organize for their own betterment
and in the interest of protecting this right this
convention directs that legislation shall ve pro-
posed to revise the Provincial Labour ket (R.S.A.
ch. 196, sec. 84 and 87) to the effect that

Where any person suffers termination of
employment, demotion, or is at any later

date denied promotion or employment as a .
result that he or she has attempted to
organize -the workers within any company

or industry for the purposes of negotiation,
or has been a particpant in or supporter

- of any such movement tc organize the workers
within any company or indusiry, such action .
on the part of an employer or industry

shall be considered guilty of an infraction
of this codes and the person so effected

may bring before a Board of Inquiry, to be
composed of five (5) persons, or at least

two {2) of whom shall be members in good

" standing of a trade union or labour organ-
jzation recognized by the Alberta Federation
of Labour, or an official thereof, and no
more than two (2) of whom shall be classi-
fiable as employers, and none of whom shall
be directly or indirectly involved in the
company ‘and industry i question, to be
appointed by the Minister of Labour upon the
request of the complainant and for ‘the pur-
poses set forth herein, a complaint to that
effect, provided that sueh a complaint has
been submitted in writing to the De artment
of Labour within a period of three 3} months
following the alleged infraction; and it shall
be the duty of the Board of Ingquiry to decide
whether an infraction has taken place; and
any employer or industry found guilty of such
an infraction shall be subject to a fine of
no less $1,000 nor more than $10,000 for each
day following the infraction until the comp-
lainant has been restored to his or her pro-
per employment status, or until such sum has
tendered into court, and/or imprisonment of
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no longer than one (1) year for each infrac-
tion, to be determined by a justice of the
Alberta Supreme Court upon the recommendation

. of a Board of Inquiry, and chall reinstate the
complainant to his or her proper employment

- status as determined by the Board of Inquiry,

. and shall reimburse the complainant retro-
actively for any wages lost or damages incurred
as a result of the infraction, as determined by

the Board of Inguiry.. ‘ ‘ '

= Provincial Convention, 1974.

5 T RESOLVED that the Labour Act be amended to
enc@urage-organization of unions in all places of
work, o . :

- Provincial Convention,‘l974.

SE TT RESOLVED that the Industrial Relations Act be
amended to encourage industrial democracy by legis-
ment. e

| _ . = Provincial Convention, 1974,
5E IT RESOLVED that legislation will De provided
to ensure that all workers have the right (and pro-
tection of democratic participation) in the decision
making in their place of work or employment.

- Provincial Convention, 197k,

BE IT RESOLVED that an sndependent board of appeal be
established by the government to hear appeals against

" the Workmen's Compensation Board. If no settlement

is reached,. the worker may pursue action in the civil
court. ‘ -

- Provincial Convention, 1974,
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WHEREAS‘the minimum wage in the Province of Alberta
will be $2.00 per hour effective April 1lst., 1974,

WHEREAS the cost of living has continually increased,
many unorganized workers in the province of Alberta

~fingd themselves in a position whereby the minimum wage

become maximum.

THEREFORE'BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta New Demo-
cratic Party. press for a $3.00 per hour minimum wage.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that “&: cost of living

clause be added which would provide for an automatic
increase everytime the cost of living increases,

- Provincial Convention, 1974,
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Vi

- ENERGY

1, 0%l and Gas Policy .

1;1 - I% 1s 1n the interests of the people of Alberta to imple-
ment ao oil and gas policy with the following main obgectlves=
(a) the maximum possible revenue for the public
treasurys o
'(b) the max1mum possible conservation'of oil and‘ges;
-(c) the mlnlmum possible domlnatlon of the ihdﬁetry by
‘a few nlant corporatlons, particularly those under for-
eign ownershlp.-
o - In order to achieve these objectives, fhe Alber£a New Demo-
cratic Party government will: |
(1) develop the Athabasca Tar Sands thrtough a crown
corporation, and place all existing private development
projects under crown ownership;
(2) Inorease royalties on the production of oil and gas
from conventional fjelds, introduce 2 royalty blddlnﬁ

system in addition to the existing cash bid system for
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sale of crown leases and implement a 2% road’allowance
taxs |

(3)_Qemandrah:oil pipeline to Montreal, in order to
.supply the entire domestic market with Canadian crude,
and aggressiVély strive to expand markets for oil in
forelgn countries;

(&) reform the Right of Entry Arbltratlon Board and the
Exproprlatlon Procedures Act to assure fair dealing for
fhe'owners of surface rights in connection with the exp -

joration and development of the oil and gas industry.

- This reform‘would include provision for rental payments

“on pipeline rights of way.

(5) supply #overnment aid through the Department of Co-

operatives, to expand the existing Co-operative Cil

 Refineries of Regina into Alberta, or establish a separ-

ate but simiiar integrated producer-consumer ¢o4operative
0il company 1n Alverta for the purpose of reducing the
price of gasollne to the consumer;

(6) examine the oil and gas allowable systems and make
suitable changes which will provide the gmaller operators
with a fair share of the oil and gas market and stimulate
the developmént of all commercial oil and gas pools;s

(7) terminate the practice of permitting tariff changes

con31stlng of operating costs and plant and gatherlna
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system amortization, to be deducted before payment of
crown foyalty;-
;f8) revieﬁ tﬁe régulations concerning mineral rights.acqu-
isition, payihg particular attention to
(a) amending the rules for lease selection
' _from a crown reservatlon in such a manner.
"that the proportlon of valuable mineral rlghts
.revertlng to the crown for resale is 1ncreased
(b) *ucrea51ng work obligations on crown reser=-
vatlons and shortenlnw lease terms in order to
'1ncrease the tempo of o0il and gas exploratlon
and development, increase the revenue to the
crown. for more frequent ‘mineral rights sales
(rather than modest long term rentals from ma.jor
0il companies) and give a greater opportunlty
to‘émaller oil companiés to acquire minefal
.rlﬁhts; B
(c ) 1nstitut1ng immediate disclosure of technical
1nformat10n affecting crown lease sales," thus in-
creas1ng the revenue from these lease sales and
elimihdting the present unpleasant practice of
spjing by oil scouts and forcible detention of

same. 011 scouts if caught spying.

(9) 1ntroduce compulsary unitization for the purpose of
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preventing physical and economic waste, but with

easy recourse to the courts for interest owners who

-might legitimately feel that they have not been aw-

arded a just and equitable share of the unitized

substances.

- Provincial Programme, 1967.

Alberta Petroleum Marketing Board

BE IT RESOLVED that an Alberta New Democratic Party
government would empower an Alberta Petroleum Market-
ing Board. to be the sole purchaser of oil, gas, and
its by-products in the Province of Alberta, The
Board will establish the purchase price., The re-sale
price of such products would be set in consultation
with the Federal government and would reflect a max-

"imum return for the people of Alberta.

- Provincial Convention, 1974.

'Alberta Energy Corporation and the Athabasca Cil Sands

BE IT RESOLVED:

(a)-that the Alberta Energy Corporation be trans-
formed into a 100% government owned corporation.

(b) it would be responsible for

(i) the total development of the Athabasca
0il Sands .

(ii) the repatriation of private interests
already operating in the 01l Sands as well
as private interests in other energy resources;

(1ii) co-ordination of 0il Sands reserach
with a special branch of the Alberta Re-
search Councily
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(iv) the development of the Gil Sands
at a rate compatible with Canadian Pet-

roleum needs, environmental limitations,

© and ability to train and supply Canadian
people and expertise;

(v} involvement in exploration and devel- ~
opment of conventional oil sources.

- Provinecial Convention;fl9?h.

1,4 Federal-Provincial Resource Revenue Sharing

- BE IT RESOI.VED:

(a) that consistent with the British North America
Act which places natural resources under the Jjuris-
~ diction of the Provincial government, an Alberta
.~ New Democratic government would insist that all rev-
enues deriving from an Alberta resource revert to
~the people .of Alberta through their provincial
~government; '

(b) to the extent that such increased revenues
place Alberta above the natiognal income -average an
Alberta New Democratic Party government would be.
willing to pay its fair share towards equalizing
"income and petroleum price differences within-Can-
ada, B C .- .

- Provineial Convention, 1974,

1.5 Retail Frices Folicy

‘BE IT RESOLVED:

(a) that where an unjustified increase in price has
taken place, such as with propane, an Alberta New
Democratic Party pvernment would roll back such
prices, To achieve this, all petroleum products re-
tailed in Alberta would be sudbject to regulation

by the Public Utilities Board; :
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(p) where an unnecessary increase in the price of
petroleun-derived product such as nitrogen-fertilizers,
has taken place, an Alberta New Democratic Party
government would roll back and regulate the price of

'such products;

(c);an Alberta New Democratic Farty government would
legislate price control for all energy products in
the interest of the people of Alberta.

(d) as long as the energy resources remain under
private corporate control the New Democratic Farty
advocates a price freeze on energy products.

- Provincial Cenvention, 1974,

Arctic Oil Development in Northern Alberta

BE IT RESOLVED that the provincial government
commission an immediate study to consider the con-
sequences of Arctic 0il Development on Northern
Alberta and more specifically that such a study

ghould examine:

(a) the economic advantages to Alberta
of a MacKenzie railroad as an alternative
to a MacKenzie pipeline;

(b) the feasibility of linking said rail-
road with the Great Slave Railroad to Feace
River, extending the N.A.R. from Fairview
to Rycroft and Rycroft to Dawson Creek;

(¢c) the practicality of integrating the
MacKenzie, the G.S.R., and N.A.R., and A.R.R,
and -P.E. and E., with a view to eliminating
the switching charges;

() the practical steps necessary to bring all
railroads in Canada under public ownership;

(e) the possible impact of a MacKenzie railroad
on recovering the public investment made on the
A.R.R.s
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(f) until such a study is completed, the Gov-
erment of Alberta should demand a freeze on

any further development of the MacKenzie Pipeline
project. )

= Provincial Convention, 1873.

2, Alternative Sources of Energy

BE IT RESOLVED that this convention approve the
setting up of a provincial NDP committee charged .
with developing an informed policy with regard not
only to nuclear fission and its hazards, but also

in relaticn to possible alternative sources of energy
that will neither exhaust our natural resources nor
pollute the planet,

- Provincial Council, 1973.

3, The Alberté'New Democratic Party endorses and supports the
folléwing statémehts. policies and programmes of the federal

New Democratic Farty.

3.1‘.Natufal Resourcés

The Cénadian'naturallresource_industries. more than any other
sector of the ecdnomy,‘are‘characteriﬁed by almost complete for-
. eign ownership and control and by eitremely high degrees in eco-
nomic concentréiion andresultant monopoly. At the present time
non-residents, mainly U.S., control 82,6% of our oil and gas wells,
86.,2% of our iron mines industry, 84.9% of our non-metal mining

industries and 88% of our non-metallic mineral products industries.
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In addition, for most of the extractive industries, five or six
| large foreign based multi-national corporations account for 90-
"95% of the respective industry’s output and production,

Canéda will continue to face serious unemployment crisis
as long as ourféconomy is‘a branch plant economy, based almost
exclusively on exploitation and export of raw materials.

The NDP bélieves that our natural resources shéuld be managed
in the long ter@ best interests of Canadians; that Canada"s nat-
ural riches should be the basis for highly efficient and comp-
etitive processing and maﬁufacturing industries - ﬁot merely the
raw material for the economics of other nations.

BE IT RESOLVED that an NDP government would:

(1) increase public investment in and control of
Canada's resource industries by all available and
appropriate means, including public ownership and
joint participation with:private corporations; and
especially, through public ownership of the 0il

and natural gas distribution systems, and the acqu-
isition of effective control of the Pan Arctic 0Oil
Companys

{2) establish a Canada Development Corporation tot-
ally owned and controlled by the Canadian.people as
a whole as the primary vehicle whereby participation

. in the use and development of our natural resources
is accomplished;

(3) ensure through legislation that preservation of
the ecology and unresolved Indian and Eskimo land
rights are given top priority in the future develop-
ment of our natural resourcesji

(4) co-operate with the provincial governments, in
whose jurisdiction most of our natural resources re-
side toward the establishment of uniform standards of
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résource plarining and development throughout Canadaj

(5) implement tax laws which would replace the present
wasteful and inefficient tax concession given to nat-
ural resource industries with a tax system which is

e quitable as between resource industries and other corp-
orations] ' :

(6) actively promote the proceséing of raw material in
Canada and economic diversification of resource based
communitiesy - . = .

(7) act when necessary in Canada's interest to regulate
the prices of certain vital resource products and take
such other measures as are within its power to ensure
the planred and orderly management of Canada’s natural
resources; . - C o ~

(8) evolve a socialist plan for Canadian resources dev=-
elopment that will determine how much of our resources

. are genuinely surplus %o =Canadian needs; seek world-
-wide trading relationships in Canadian surplus resources
‘with a view to international development and recognizing
that Canadian economic freedom is now inhibited by ex-
isting trade patterns which are not . controlled by the
Canadian people, an NDP government would seek to estab-
1ish a much greater diversity in our patterns of trade
so that greater options and flexibility would be avail=-
able to us; and | -

BE IT RESOLVED that the NDP immediately undertake a
campaign of the public information and protest to
mobilize Canadian people against the continental energy
deal with'the U.S. and the sell-out of our resources

to that country.

- Federal Convention, 1971.

3.2 A National Energy Policy
Energy, the life—b1ood.of any nation, is quickly becoming

the cause of this nation's deepest malaise, When the people
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of a nation aé richly endowed as is Canada come to beliéve that
not only are thelr energy resources being depleted in flagrant
disregard for the long-term public interest, but that the nat-
ural habitat of man is being done irreparable harm in the process,
then we may ve sure that the mismanagement of our eﬂefgy resources
is approaching crisis proportions., | |

The crisis is in the dawning realization that what we thought
- was inexhaustaﬁlé wealth is showing signs of running'out and in
the fear that the national leadership lacks both the courage and
‘the wiil to provide constructive direction and resp0n51ble con-
trol over our spiralling consumption of energy resources;

The objective of a national energy:policy should be the con-
cervation and the best use of our energy sourées for the presént
and future-generationslat the lowest possible prices,

Canada's known oil reserves at the present rate of consump-
tion will be depleted in 15 years and our supply of natural gas
will be exhausfed in 23 years, After that we will De forced to
resort to moré costly sources which will double or triple in
price by l990.f This underlines the economic insanity of selling
our.-cheap suppliés of oil and gas to the United States when we
know that in a few years we will be compelled to turn tc much more

expensive fuels,
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Public Ownership and Control

The NDP believes that the energy crisis demandé.thét all
energy resources in Canada be brought under public control. We
éoﬁtend that Cahadians can only be protected with regard to
price and security of supply by embarking upon a program of great-
1y increased public ownership and control by both federal and
provincial govefnments. Only public bodies have thérldhg-term
outlook and ovéfview of competing energy sources to-bring about
the planned moaagement of our resources from an economic, social
and zcological sfandpoint. Short-run profits must not be put
 zhead éf 10113-151»’1 planning.

Towards oﬁf'purpose of conserving our resourcé§ and envir-
onment and improving the guality of life, an NDP gdvernment would

adopt the folldwing pelicies:

An 0il and Gas Crown Corporation

We would éstablish a government-owned Canadian Petroleum
Corporation. It Would undertake the exploration, development,
processing and markéting of_oil and gas resources.‘ It would carry
‘out these activities directly or contract them ocut to co-operatives
or the private sector. |

Tts first step would be to bring Pan Arctic Limited under

full government ownership.
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The activities of the Canadian Petroleum Corporation
would include:

(1) establishment of its own refineries in Canada

$n loeations which would minimize assoclated environ—

mental hazardss

(2) development of petrochemical and other reséurce

pased industries to make fulier use of our energy

resources to create jcbs for Canadians;

(3) acquisitiza of existing producing and processing

farilities ﬁo +he extent necessary to achieve control

over prices and supply Canadian consumers must be pro-

tected against unwarranted price increases by mu;ti~

national corporations;

(4) operation of wholesale outlets for refined products

prbdueed offshore and for its own refined préducts;

(5) assistance to co-operatives to expand refinery and

retail opefationss .

(&) sesistance to independently owned and operated re-

tail outlets,

An NDP government would assist the provinces by financial aid
to set up similar provincial Crown Corporationg to bring more prov-

incial resources under public ownership.
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National FEnergy Planning Board

The present National Energy Board in no way fulfills the
the need for long-term planning of our energy resources, It
has served mainly és a regulatory and quasi-judiciai body. More
fmportant, it has been used by the Liberal government as a shield
to hide behind, while avoiding responsibility for making decisions
which should properly be made by elected persons.

We propose the establishment of a National Energy;Planning
Board which wiii assist the government in developing a nétiongl
energy policy, The Board would make regular reports to'Parlia-
ment which would make the final deeisions on policy. OCpportun-
ities for publicrhearings at all stages of policy making would
be provided. 7 |

Because the prov1nces have jurisdietion over natural resources
within their boundarles (except uranium) while the federal gov~
ernment has Jurlsdlcﬁlon,over the inter-provincial and interna-
tional movement of‘such resources, there is urgent'need for co-
ordinated planning of energy resources in Canada. We believe
that the Naticnal Energy Planning Board must work in co-operation
with provincial agencies in the area, |

The energy planning agencies, in their respective jurisdic-

tions would plan the exploration, development, processing,
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distribution and marketing of all energy sources in Canada.,
They would determine the Dest mix of sources and investiment
priorities, and see that our resources are used to serve Can-
adian needs and produce the maximum number.of jobs while pre-

serving the environment and the interests of future generations,

Energy Marketing

Centrol over the allocation and use of energy sources and
over intzr-fuel competition would be achieved through pricing
policies worked out jointly by federal and provincial marketing
boards, taking inte consideration the rights of thé provinces
owning the resources to a falr return and the needs of Cana-
dian consumers to supplies at reasonable cost,

i federal National Energy Marketing Board would be estab-
1ished to undertake the buying and selling of energy entering
into interprovincial trade. The provinces would be encouraged
to set up similar bosrds which could buy from. and sell to the
National Board,

The Wational Board would also assist provinces in programs
4o supply co-opératives and individual gasoline retajlers in
order to free tnem from their present state of vassalage to the

big 0il companies.
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We would préfide financial aid to the provinceé,tO-dve
elop interprovinéigl electric power connectlons, working to-
wards a national power grid which would conserve electricity
and reducé‘power cests, ‘

The markefihg activities of the Canadian Petroleum Corp-
oration would be subject to the overview of the National Energy
Marketing Board, ‘és would the aé¢tivities of all petroleum corp-

~orations in thp prlvate sector.

Ml,

All 1nterprov1n01a1 and 1nternat10nal pipelines would be
| brought under zeceral ownership., They would be operated by
the National Energy Marketing Board or by 2 Crown Gorporatlon set
up by the Board;f ‘
S ALl plpellne development must be preceded by an environmental
1mpact study w1th full opportunlty fer public hearlngs and with
full cons;deratlon of the rights and claims of natlve peoples.
Nhere energy products are moved by coastal or 1n1and waters
in Canada, they must be in ships with Canadian crews and Canadian
registry.

Ottawa Valléy Line

We propose the smmediate removal of the Dttawa Valley Line
to permit'free movement of offshore and gomestic crude cil., A

reversible pipeline %o ontreal must be constructed to encourage
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price competition and security of supply.

MacKenzie Valley Pipeline

We call for the postponement of the construction of the
proposed MacKenzie Valley natural gas pipeline which as now
planned would transport Canadian natural gas primarily to the
United States without regard for Canada's future needs, and
would siphon off capital which should be available for the ex-
pansion of labour intensive areasvof the economy. When Cana-
dian needs require a pipeline at some future date, the construction
should only be proceeded with when it can be assured that there
will be no envifonmental damage and that native rights and claims
will be safeguarded, Greater priority and funds must be given
to studies of alternative methods of transportation; and the
results of such studies must be published. | |

Export Policy

NDP policy would be to,phase out over a period of‘years the
export of raw energy resources ang to substitute where appropriate
the export of processed products such as plastics and petro~
chemicals, Under nec circumstances would we support'a continental
energy policy.

We call for the following immediate policies:

(1} the reduction of exports of crude 0il and natural

gas to 1972 levels in order to conserve our dwindling
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reserves agalnst the time when we must seek othér

less amccessible sources at much higher costs. In this
connection we express strong opposition to the decision
of the government to permit an increase in the ca?acity
of Interpfovincial Pipeline;

(2) the reviéw of existing contracts for the export of
natural gas with a view to setting minimum priées

based on the cost of competitive fuels and to impose
export taxes équal to the required price increaées. We
propose thatithe proceeds of such tax accrue to the
prov1nce to whom the resources belong:

(3) the establlshment of a two-price system for Canadlan
produced oil and gas so that domestic consumers of Cana-
dian production will be protedted against risihg'world
prices whilé at the same time exports would be sold at
international market prices. |

Alberta and Saskatchewan Tar Sands

The tremendous reserves in the Alberta and Saskatchewan
tar sands are becoming eof cruclal importance in the Canadian
energy scene, Federal funds should be made availabie to the
provinces to develop the tar sands under public ownérship‘at a

rate timed to suit our future needs,
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Uranium Development

Upanium resources are now under federal control, but
are mainly beihg used for provincial power developments.
However there are serious unresolved problems in nuclear energy
production. We believe that the federal govefnment must give
first priority to research into various types of reactors, meth-
ods of disposal ofinuclear wastes, thermal pollution‘and radia-
tion hazards.

The‘expioration and development of possible future uran-
ium resources sould be done jointly by the federal and provincial
governments,

Conservation

Tn view of the looming world energy shortage, we mﬁst vig-
orously encourage energy conservation in Canada. Advertising to
increase energy consumption must be discouraged. Recyclingg
smaller automobiles and more public transit must be éncouragedm

Research |

The federal government should wundertake the chief research
role in the energy field.

We need research in areas such as:

(1) new sources of energy, including solar, geo-thermal

and tidal power., We should seek sources which are least
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harmful to people and the environment;
(2) new technologies for more efficient use of energy;
(3) safer methods of transporting energy;::

(&) environméntal standards.

We propose that research centres gpecialize in one or more

fields and be established at various centres across Canada.

-~ Federal Convention, 1973.
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VIl

TAXATTICN

1., Progressive Taxes

1.1 A New Democratié government will raise money by the
following means:
(2} Incresse corporation taxes, reduce depreciation
allowances.and eliminate the tax-dodging which now
takes place through such devices as excessive expense
accounts and sales promotion,
(b) Adopt a progr9381ve policy regardlng the prices paid
to breweries and distilleries to Givert a large proportion
qf the exhorbitant profits into the public treasury with
out affecting the price to the consumer,
{¢) Collect a proper share of the tremendous revenues now
being realized by companies exploiting the provihce‘s nat-
ural resources,
(a) Impose a weight-distance tax so as bo require highway
carriers to pay a falr share of the cost of building and
maintaining the highways they use.

(e) Urge the Federal government to amend the Bank Act to
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provide thgt agssets of a province (including municipal
assetgs) be discounted in a manner similar to the discount-
ing of bankers' securities now in practise. This would
mean a great reduction in excessive interest-cérrying
charces

(f) If our prov1nce becomes responsible for Income Tax
collectlons, increase tax-deductlons to compensate for
increased cost of living.

« Provincial Programme, 1967

1.2 The New Demodfatic Party sets as its goal equity in tax-
atioh., This iﬁVOlves four major principles:
| (1) Taxes should be related to ability to pay.
(2) Taxes 1mposed by the community should bear.
falr relatlon to benefits provided by the communlty.
(3) Taxes should be 1mposed on the full income of per-
sons, regardless of source.

(4) A refuﬁd does nbt constitute income,

(a) Municipal Taxation

The burden of local taxes in Alberta has fallen dlsproper—
tionately on re51dent1al property because of the 1nclu31on of

educatlon taxes;, and this has been only partly and haphazardly
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alleviated by thé‘$50,00 rebates to owner-tenants, Thése
taxes have no relation to ability to pay or benefits provided.
The New Democratic party will, at the very least: |
(1) As a government relieve residential propefty,»
including all apartment buildings, of all education
taxes, sgbstituting revenue from resources and in-
come taxes, ending the rebate and administration ex-
pense invol#ed.
(2) Press for the extension of tax rebates if not
acttainable to renters as well as property owners,
since renters in fact pay the taxes on their resi-

dences, plus a mark-up.

(b) Provincial Taxation

A New Democratic party government would levy a 2%‘road allow-
ance tax on oll and gas productioh in Alberta, since no lease
rentals are now paid for the portions of petroleum pools under-
lying road allowances.

A New Demdcratic party government would seek joint develop-
ment of Wood Buffalo Park with the federal government, provid-
ing generous game sanctuaries and sharing egqually the costs and

revenues of opening up the timber and mineral resources of areas
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not required for conservation purposes, Suybstantial additional

revenues should come from this source, reducing provincial taxes,

(¢) Federal=- Prov1n01al Taxatlon—General

Since the great bulk of provincial revenues come from tax
fields shared w1th-the federal government, major 1mprovements
in the revenues "of -Alberta and equitability of the taxes borne
by its residents can only be achieved by joint federal-prov1n-
cial action.

We therefore hail the Carter Commission Report on Taxation
and pledge all pqgsible support for the implementatiOn of this
" highly satisfactory program.

We flnd the Comm1551on 8 recommendatlons on estate and
gift taxes to be far guperior to the short-31ghted approach of
this prov1n01a1 government and advocate the 1mp1ementat10n of this
self-contained sectlon of the proposals at the earllest possible
date. |

We object; hbwever, to the‘distinction between adoptive
and nétural born'bhildren in establishing the right to transfer
property tax-frée'inside the family unit. |

We are most strongly in favour of the inclusion of capital

gains in taxable income, and accept the income averaging pro-
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posals as a good soiution {0 the temporary tax inequities that
will result,

The New Democratic party maintains its oppesition in prin-
ciple to all sales taxes (and notes the identical position taken
by the Carter Commission) but for the sake of achieving the major
objectives of the Report, accepts the necessity of a five—year
transitional diréét sales tax in place of the current indirect

federal tax.

(d) Federal-Provincial Taxation - Objections

. In reviewing the Carter Commission proposals, we take issue with
two points:
(1) We reject the Commission's inclusion of retail co-
operative pa£r0nage dividends and credit union interest
rebates in taxable income.
(2) We do not accept the Commission®s proposal to limit
personal tax rates to a maximum of 50% on all income over

$100,000 ~ further consideration is required.

(e) Provincial Lottery

A New Democratic Party government will conduct a plebiscite
on the question of a provincial lottery for Alberta, and, if
approved by a majority vote, would take the necesséry steps to

establish a government operated lottery, (It should be noted
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that revenue from such a source is likely to be less than
%1,000,000 per:yéar - about 1/10 of 1% of provincial ex-

penditures,)

- Provincial Convention, 1967.

2, The AlbertaxNéw Democratic Party endorses and suﬁports-
the foilowing statement of policy of the federal New Demo-
cratic Party: - | '
2,1 Tax Reform
(l) Canada has a tax system which contlnues to favour
lthe well-to-do, the corporations and those with un-
earned in@bme, While some inequities have beén re-
moved, new cnes have.been created;
(2) as a result Canada is still saddled with a.gfbssly
unfair tax éfructure which bears too heavily on lower
and middlegincome groups; | |
{3) an NDP government would bring in real tax reform
based on the principles of ability to pay and équality
in tax tfeatment between men and women and betwgen per-
sons in like circumstances, The tax system shoﬁld reduce
the gap between the rich and the poor by greater reliance
on progre351ve direct taxes on income and wealth

(4) among measures which an NDF government would adopt
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to implement these principles are the following:

(a) 4 substantial cut in personal income taxes

on the lower and middle income groups, througﬁ

tax credits in order 1o increase their purchasing

power;

{v) an_énd to special concessions to corporations

such as‘investmént credits, fast write-offs, tax

deferrals, depletion, reserves, etc. A review:of

depra01atlon, advertising, entertainment allowances,
and the taxatlon of excess corporate profits;:

{c) capltal gains, now taxed at half rates, would

be subje¢t to full rates;

(d)hre-establishment of federal inheritance and

gift taxes with 75 percent of the yield going to

the DrOVanes on condition they vacate the field.

Safeguards would be built into the estate fax and

capital ﬂalnq tax to prevent the break-up of fam-

ily farms and gmall businesses when passed on 1O

sone and daughters oOr gpouses;

(e) an end to special tax concessiong for land

speculatérs and developers;

(f) integration of the tax system with a guar-

anteed annual income system, with particular -

attention paid to pensioners, SO that no one be-
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1ow the poverty level pays tax, and incentives to
work are hot eliminated from income security pro-
graﬁs by fhe.tax gystem;

(g) continue the tax arrangements encouraging co-
operatives and credit unions and ensuring that
regulatiohs.or other actions don't violate the
principles now established for them. |
(h) tax credits De allowed for student wage aﬁd

salary earners, as well as the self-employed for

legitimate day-care and employment expenses and med-

jcal devices'such ag artificial limbs, wheelchairs,
etc. |

- Federal Convention, 1973.




