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INTRODUCTION

During the course of the last decade, since declaring

'its independence from the Liberal Party of Canada, the

Alberta Liberal Party has developed a series of policies

.that reflect and promote the needs and aspirations of the

people of this province within the context of Confederation.

Our highly-individual approach to development of policies

for Alberta, at the same time, has been guided by a number

of basic party principles. These include:

an objective of supporting

and encouraging steady economic

growth and broadly-based

individual prosperity

fair and equal opportunity for

education and employment

free enterprise and a level

of taxation that will

encourage, rather than dampen,

individual initiative
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policies designed to leave

our environment as healthy

as we found it. and

standards of education and

health care that lead the world.
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Our party's position has not always been clearly, or

Liberals have always been dedicated free enterprisers and . - ,

We have taken the leading position in this

It should be noted that the Liberal Party supported

Conservatives.

The policies put forward in this document are the

product of research projects sponsored by the party, debate

on resolutions presented at conventions and work by hundreds

of concerned individuals on party committees. In short, they

represent the views of a large cross-section of Albertans as

well as my own views.

They have been organized into four general categories:

Agriculture and the Environment; Education and Employment;

Social Programs; and, The Economy

and Diversification.
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It is not our objective to wrulew Alberta. but to

govern in partnership with the people of Alberta.

-- N.W. Taylor. Leader. Alberta Liberal Party
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AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Let future generations say, ~they left their

environment as healthy as they found it.~

Water

1. Undertake a comprehensive water resources study with

a view to establishing the probabilities of supplies and

demand for the next 50 or 100 years.

2. Encourage new industries consuming large volumes of

water to locate in the Athabasca and Peace River basins

where the water is, rather than in the water-short southern

sections of the the province •

Not inefficientonly is this project for

potential of tbree sports-fishing rivers.

development of a series of off-stream storage ponds.
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upstream and down from our cities and towns. Central

5. Non-potable fossil water from deep wells and treated

sewage water should replace surface water for many

industrial uses. Secondary oil recovery projects. for

example. use an estimated one million barrels per day of

surface water.
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Alberta should establish the priority of becoming the

citizens of Alberta as well as protecting
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Step up reforestation so that not only are trees

replaced as t:.heyare cut, but increase planting" so that

within 10 years t:.heprogram will have replaced every tree

ever cut in Alberta.

The most serious flaw in the environmental protection

system in Albert:.a is cabinet intervention. Excellent

examples of political decisions by cabinet which are poor

resource management decisions are Mount Allan, Slave River

Dam and the Oldman River Dam (Three Rivers). The Alberta

Liberal Party would require the department of the

environment to report to the Legislature on all public

enquiries and policy recommendations in order to assure

cabinet accountability.

Agriculture

Alberta has entered the period of its Second

Agricultural Revolution. The first was the transition from

production of beef and buffalo to production and shipment of
"~" /(0 f)r: /

\ ,\! {". ( rt: f f h N· h d\/" • grain at a set 0 statutory reig t rates. ow, w~ t an en

to the "Crow" freight rates. we enter a period of transition

from growing and shipping to growing. processing and

shipping a value-added product.
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1. Encourage development of world-class agricultural

processing plants, including meat packing and milling. that

can compete efficiently in a free-trade environment with

anyone in Canada, the U.S. or overseas. This will stabilize

the agricultural economy and create agriculture-related

industrial jobs. l\ r __ ....- l' J,.{)/J/r/S; FIJI? /M£;f/lJjj)I-1IC
(iJ') f57; 0 IV -»e v.J I£ 0 D rr, 0 F Tl~~:- ~~'i-/J113r/l1 iP-.;1;?f1'ffJfS fYEE 0 /J ~/
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. ~i'~' ~
~O;V~/;()i)/...D /if; the institution of the family farm.
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provincial government (Heritage Trust Fund) and taking

a lifetime leaseback, transferable to their heirs • The

costs. These are policies

stabilize farm incomes at a time of depressed

4. The Alberta Liberal farm package also includes:

elimination of the differential between urban and rural

power and gas rates; establishment of a debt adjustment

and

V~II;t1tl
.~ p1fJV

arbitration; removal of provincial taxes from fuel fjr) I I

r1 G-(J UIP. E: -- "f/
fertilizer; elimination of barriers to interprovinial J) ~ 171?/1;!{
trade, implementation of the Senator Sparrow report on rj;r1 f;!?<;-(

-:

so that no owner-occupied farm could be foreclosed

free

erosion and preservation; expansion of markets for farm
f jjJ), /}11j7 Tr'[)J"/
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product through creation of a special food strategy fund

supporting projects such as well-situated storage

facilities. storage units. processing plants and increased

market research and information systems required by the

modern farmer.

:r 1ilfWK 17-f f;-- Ge!} 6.

S[()/I}!1j5JV;!fJJI} private persons and corporations; and when such

({.~!ff-~ -.J// teke' place. require announcements and open.
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11 '"'9- 1113;/1.5 JJ r: /J c:
1"(yv !7R 1/ !-?I'\ t: ·G I3IfSVl~ )

?f!/I () !I •

Cut down or eliminate the sale of public lands to

sales do

competitive
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EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT

We want people to say. ".•.Alberta is a great place to

find a job, a great place t6 bring up a family."

Our basic policy is creation of fair and equal

opportunity for education and employment.

Jobs

1. De-emphasise megaproject development in favor of

encouraging growth of the service industries. These include

processing of agricultural products, development of the

tourist industry and incentives for the small job-producing

companies supporting the oil and gas industry. (which will

continue as the mainstay of the economy and be treated as

such.)

2. Develop an imaginitive program of salary subsidies

and loans for on-the-job training and retraining.

3. Create a program to attract major job-producing

research projects.

4. Use the tax system as a means of stimulating

job-producing

two-thirds of

economic activity. It has been estimated that

all spending is consumer spending. Cut
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taxation of persons earning $35,000 or less by 33 per cent

to stimulate the job-producing retail trade. Maintain a low

rate of taxation as an incentive to small business.

Education

"We can create educational institutions in Alberta that

are among the finest in the world." -- Nick Taylor rI-:' /1

~ --- c. ,/ ~~ D 15 I /J/r;-- rOlf£. fir/!/IJ oP r5"N;;; IDJ.. E fJ!-?@(J{l'r'ij/1// r v;;Z ::;;,VI.:> I ,.,.....,C.
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u/Rv'V jl' v) r1J~/) CUI/,- ,
, 1. Expand post-secondary institutions to educate all ,Jr) n . ::;,/L)I'YJ.

pRDOuciSI r
those who wish and are capable plus foreign students who~~~/7~OhO~;YJ

will pay for their instruction. f}NO C'[)NSf3!fUGNT)y /o1I)K /.: /}/J/.,.-
6x c F/.. L6/1./1 PO r/3/1/Tfl9 L /l?/tlf K;;; Y ,
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2. Protect the independence and integrity of the

post-secondary system from such pressures as government

attempts to use the as instruments ofuniversities

industrial policy. We reuuire educated individuals. not

people trained 'to function as robots in industries which may

well be doomed to become obsolete.

3. The public school system has served us well. Assure

that it receives continued adequate financing and that its

role is not eroded by public financing, of schools run by

special interests. cults or the rich who would have their

private schools subsidized.

4. Encourage variety and competition in education by

providing the right to establish private schools and by
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diverting a fair allocation of tax support to these schools.

providing they meet curriculum standards.

5. The burden of education financing should be

transferred from property taxes to income taxes.

- ,
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SOCIAL PROGRAMS

The Liberal party is the party that enacted legislation

for perhaps the world's finest system of social programs,

including old age security, unemployment insurance, medicare

and family allowances. Our present policies include:

;: #/1 ),()If£
iNlJ!?JY2;0 5dJ11£

()F TJfGSJ3-- f;JOilf2J~~
elimination of double billing by" I] uT I /I/~£LJ / Z;
doctors, but with assurance of J{/VtJ W ;1J jJ /?e /JlJtJj/r
fair compensation .rr-/..I E: fiJ ()I /) r: ;--'

f II t: !'1 (LiZ;;r /!c- .-L-
~C /)fr} JY) J3/!/V

elimination of medicare premiums

eliminate hospital so-called

user fees

public hearings into the

continuing problems concerning

the practices of Alberta Social

Services in respect to children.

introduction of a denticare

program for children up to 18

Government
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The size of government and the relationship of the

government to its municipalities is a continuing problem.

The Alberta Liberal program:

1. Tie municipal financing to a formula related to

natural resource revenues. This will assist municipalities

in their financial planning and allow them increased

flexibility in designing social programs to meet local

conditions, although minimum provincial standards would be

maintained. It would also help eliminate the "Rip van

Effect," which occurs when the government wakes up

four years to bail the municipalities out with pre-election

grants of their own money.

2. An Alberta Liberal government would decentralize

authority and reduce the over-all size of government. While

the municipalities would have access to more money, they

would also have to take on more responsibility.

Labor

TC(I!1d//i/t
ntt--;fPb),

,',
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Fair labor and employment legislation would include:
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15 I!I-(I!i· <=.c. I assure public safety; legislation providing part-time
~N5£- 70 S!,..1;~,
:::1 hilt: ;(1£ workers
, ,...)V l/ V , I C ~
1--; ( .; IfMvlc: of excessive government control of arbitration and other
r.::06 ~jrY) V fl V r
~ _/ IJ dispute-resolving mechanisms regarding
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benefits proportional to full-time workers; removal

public servants;
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removal of legislative loopholes allowing one-day

individual regardless

colour, religion. sex, age or mental or physical disability

to achieve their greatest potential.

equality of opportunity without discrimination should be the

foundation of dealing between the government and its staff,

civil servants and such persons or firms that tbe goverment

deals with.

-, .~
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THE ECONOMY/DIVERSIFICATION

A free. competitive society works better and cheaper

with the government as a referee. not as a player.

The Alberta Liberal Party has established programs and

priorities for the ~conomy designed to encourage

broadly-based economic growth and individual prosperity.

1. Alberta's economic strategy must emphasize renewable

resources. agriculture. agricultural value-added processing.

communications. research. administration and tourism. and

our educational institutions must receive the support needed

to turn out graduates to fill the jobs formed by this new

strategy.

2. It is time to restore confidence in Alberta

financial institutions as a result of the failure of the

Canadian Commercial. Dial Mortgage; Northwest

An adequate inspection system should be established

order to prevent unsound management practices as well as

self dealing and conflict of interest.
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3. Natural gas reserves owned by many small and

medium-sized companies are shut in because of lack of

markets. A system of pro-rating production, which bas been

successfully used for oil development since 1949. should be

adopted for natural gas. Imporved cash flow would allow

these company to continue or resume exploration activity.

4. The Alberta government should "bank" its

Heritage-Fund share of natural gas in the ground until such

time as markets expand and prices improve.

5. Cut the Alberta oil and gas royalty by five per

cent, tied to reinvestment in exploration. This will help

maintain the level of income and financing for exploration

companies that will lose vital Petroleum Incentive Program

grants.

6. Terminate the marketing of our natural gas resources

at fire-sale rates.

7. Cut government spending and cut taxes nOw. It is

time to leave more money in the hands of ordinary people.

They will spend it on goods and services. providing a push

for the economy. High taxes stifle individual and corporate

initiative.
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Property Rights Amend the Canadian Charter of Rights to

~ include a guarantee of property rights •

.- (JDlv'1 iH/N!{Aboriginal Rights Amend the Canadian Charter of"Rights so
) fJN R tJJ.. Lr; e. we C/'OCK, that aboriginal rights for all aboriginal peoples--status
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