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/ Stop the creeping
privatization:
of health care:
Repeal Bill 11.

v/A Patient Bill of Rights.
thucare wheniyou-
need it — guarantjeed.




Standing Up for Pu

Last year; the Tory government forced the passage
of Bill 11 in the face of widespread public
opposition. This, the most hated bill in Alberta,

- will allow private corporations to set up for-profit
health facilities and to keep patients overnight

— legalizing private, for-profit hospitals.

e Tory agenda for health
care will privatize Alberta's
hedlth-care system. We

know 1t won't happen over night.
It will be a form of “creeping
privatization”, where the public
system is slowly undermined by a
growing sector of private, for-profit health care. Public tax dollars will
be siphoned off to the packets of privale health-care corporations. This
is money that should be used to provide services in the public system.

New Democrats will
fight the creeping
privatization of
health care

Research shows that the public system delivers the highest quality
health care at the lowest cost. The New Democrats believe we should
be working to fix our alling public health-care system, rather than
siphoning money into a private system.

This is a blatant example of a government that doesn't listen, and
doesn't care. The New Democrat Team will work to make sure they get
thelr priorities straight. We will fight for:

* The repeal of Bill I 1

* A new Medicare Protection Act which will stop the
growth of private heaith facilities

* A guarantee that public tax dol[ars will

necessary MRI scans
The New Democrat priority will be fixing and
strengthening our medicare system for the! future.

We can afford to fix and strengthen imédicare.. The
New Democrat Team's strategy can be accomplished
under the current fiscal framework, while maintaining
balanced budgels.

blic Health Care

Stre ngtheni ng he New Democrat Team's strategy is
- . _to strengthen medicare for tomorrow.
medlcare fOI' The current structure of medicare
tomorrow needs reform, and the holes in the system

need filling.

When the prescription drugs you need cost an arm and a leg, when
home care results In a heavy burden on family members, the system
isn't working for people like you. Health resources can be used more
efficiently and in a way that will improve quality health care.

The New Democrat Team will work to strengthen medicare, Including:
* A universal drug plan that covers the cost of drugs prescribed by
your doctor
* More public support for home care, including:
* Proper home care funding so patients aren't waiting for care
* Minimizing extra charges to patients
* Infroducing standards so home care workers are well-trained
and paid properly
* Guaranteeing home care will continue to be publicly
administered and, where possible, delivered by public or
non-proflt agencies
* Redesign primary care to encourage new and innovative ways of
delivering health care, including the use of community health
centres, teams of multi-disciplinary health providers and
alternatives to the incfficient fee-for-service methods of paymg
health professionals
* Reform Regjonal Health Authorities: RHAs should be fully
elected and fully accountable to Albertans, with boundaries
that reflect where people receive their health care
* Implement province-wide standards for ambulance services
* Include midwifery in the list of services paid for by Alberta
Health
~ *Improve dental services for those on fow or fixed incomes

The New Democrat Team will work to heal our ailing
health-care system. We are the only party with a strategy for
reforming medicare to make it stronger.

Guaranteed health care
when you need it

Ibertans are concerned about the state. of
A)ur health-care system. They are fearful that .
quality health services won't be there when
they need them. And understandably so. Years of
cutbacks by the Conservative government have

taken a toll on our medicare system.

When you see reports of emergency rooms
turning away sick people; when you hear how -
some Albertans can't find a family physician
because there Is a shortage; when waiting lists-
for MRI scans, joint replacements and other -
procedures can take months — something
different needs to happen.

What is the Conservative government’s
solution? More private health care. And the
Liberals don't seem to have a plan of any kind.




