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New Democratie Platform of 1965
[Campaign Leaflet, New Democratie Party of
Canada]
Only the New Democratie Party has a cIear-cut
plan of action to deal with the problems facing
Canada, and to ensure security for our future. The
key to this plan of action is democratie economie
planning to provide full employment.
By maintaining a high level of employment we
will greatly increase Canada's Gross National
Product. One-quarter of this increase will come
back to the government as revenue, at existing tax
rates.
This is where the money will come from to pay
for such social measures as Medicare and free
higher education.
And what about Medicare? The Liberais have
been promising it for years (beginning in 1919)
-but still no plan. They have done nothing to
implement the Hall Royal Commission which
recommended the kind of Medicare enacted by a
New Democratie government in Saskatchewan.
Their most recent delaying tactic was to try to
pass the buck to the provinces. Experience has
shown that only a New Democratie government
can be relied upon to enact a national plan.
EDUCATION

A New Democratie government would bring in
legislation to enable every Canadian to receive a
university education-free of charge-as long as
, e or sb;" ossessed the taléûCto do so. This me;liëê tuition and boôks, and additiOOaIassistance
when necessary.
OLD AGE PENSIONS

New Democrats also believe that our present
old-age pension provisions are inadequate. A New
Democratie government would immediately raise
the old-age ension to $100 a month at age 65,
and provide ~-of-Iiving
allowances.
AUTOMATION

A New Democratie government will enact comprehensive legislation to deal with the growing
challenge posed by automation and cybernation.
THE CONSUMER

Legislation will also be introduced to provide
for fair packaging so that consumers will be able

to compare priees without the aid of a computer. Priee-fixing will be eliminated. There will
be a consumer's bureau testing the products
avaiIable to Canadian shoppers and making the
results of the tests known to the consuming
public.
INCOME TAX

A 50% increase, to $1,500 for single persons
and $3,000 for married, in baise income tax exemption.
INTEREST

RA TES

Reduction to three per cent from 6'/2 in housin act interest rates.
Compulsory discIosure of true interest rates on
instalment buying.
WHEAT PAYMENTS

Guaranteed wheat payments of $2.50 a bushel
on the first 1,000 or 2,000 busheIs shipped by
each farmer.
HIGHWAYS

Construction of a second trans-Canada highway.

Progressive Conservative Platform
of 1965
[Policies For People, The Progressive Conservative Party of Canada, Ottawa]
NATIONAL UNITY

Confederation was founded and rests upon
unity in equality between the two basic races of
Canada with every Canadian, regardless of race
or creed, having equality in citizenship and equality of opportunity for human betterment and
economie progress.
There shall be no second-cIass citizens in this
country. There shall be no weakening of Confederation. The dismantling, piece-by-piece, of our
country must stop. Canada cannot exist without
Quebec, nor can we visualize Quebec without
Canada.
We shalI maintain the fundamentaI freedoms

CAMPAIGN

and rights of the individual as set out in the Bill
of Rights.
The Progressive Conservative Party is the Party
of individual rights, and of provincial rights. ln
matters of national interest, we will not trade or
barter with the peoples' birthright, either within
our borders or without.
Policy:
A Progressive Conservatlve Government will:
1. Convene a great National Conference on
Confederation and by consultation and agreement
make such amendments to the Constitution as the
experience of one hundred years has proven
necessary and desirable.
2. Make the British North America Act a
Canadian Statute.
INTEGRITY

lN PUBLIC

LlFE
)

The Canadian people have been shocked in the
last year by wrongdoing in high places in the
Government of Canada, and action to clean up
the mess is imperative and will be proceeded with
vigorously and effectiveIy.
Policy:
A Progressive Conserva/ive Government
Restore integrity to public life.

will:
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Technical and Vocational Training Assistance Act
in December 1960, under which the Conservative
Government agreed to contribute to each province 75% of the capital cost of schools and training programs.
Higher education must not become an institution reserved for the privileged.
ln effect this means that Canada is not making
full use of its human resources.
It holds up the danger of Canada lagging behind in an age where scientific development is
taking place more rapidly than in any other age
in human history.
It means that thousands of young Canadians are
being deprived of the opportunity of making a
maximum contribution, economically and socially,
and that the nation is poorer because of that fact.
We are giving university education to less than
20% of our young people qualified to receive it;
while in the United States higher education is
being granted to 43 % of those eligible.
It is estimated that higher education contributes
40% of our rate of growth.
To a great extent, the nation's destiny is dependent upon the level of education. Yet, in
Canada, according to the 1961 census, only 4%
of the population out of school and between the
ages of 25 and 44 had university degrees.
Among the most important of our "Policies for
People" is that in regard to education.

EDUCATION

Policy:

The Progressive Conservative Party places
before the Canadian people a comprehensive program of federal aid to higher education. The university student body numbers about 175,000.
Despite lavish promises made in the 1963 campaign by Mr. Pearson, this government has
laboured only to bring forth a mouse. ln the place
of the promised 10,000 scholarships of $1,000
each, they produced, after two and a half years
in office, only repayable loans for students. They
deceived the people.
The object of the program is to expand existing
facilities in the field of medicine and related subjects, scientific research, the liberal arts and professions, and to ensure that higher education will
be made available to the widest possible number
of those capable of taking it,
During our period in office we raised the per
capita grant to universities from $1.00 to $2.00.
The Conservative Government provided loans
for the construction of university residences.
The most spectacular federal contribution to
education in recent years was the passing of the

A Progressive Conservative Government will:
1. Increase the federal per capita grant immediately from $2.00 to $5.00.
2. Discuss with the provinces and the universities distribution of the grant according to a
more satisfactory enrolment formula to meet the
situation.
a) ln certain provinces which have larger
student bodies than represented by the population
of the province, and
b ) ln certain provinces which have an academie responsibility that extends beyond their
own provincial boundaries.
3. Increase research grants to the National Research Council for scientific research.
4. Increase university research grants to the
Medical Research Council for research in medicine; and
5. Increase university research grants to the
Canada Council for research in the social sciences
and the humanities.
6. Implement the Han Commission recommendations on education in the health field; capital
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fund for expansion of existing facilities and
development of new facilities in medicine, dentistry and nursing. We shall set up a capital fund, as
recommended by the Hall Commission, for construction of teaching hospitals with research facilities.
7. Extend the vocational and training school
formula of 75%-25%
federal and provincial contributions to capital costs to universities and
colleges.
8. Increase income tax deductions on gifts to
universities.
9. Give consideration to meeting the problem
of tuition fees.
10. Allow municipal taxes paid by home-occupying owners, up to a ceiling of $500, as a deductible expense in the calculation of personal
income tax.
Il. Set up a Department of Youth Affairs.
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Canada can preserve its sovereignty as a nation
only as it expands to the maximum national development and growth. The Progressive Conservative Party will give Canada leadership in its expansion to make proper use of its resources and to
develop markets within Canada and abroad,
Policy:
A Progressive Conservative Government will
take measures to bring about:
1. A National Power Grid, with provincial cooperation to link Canada east and west, north and
south, so that electric power will be available to
markets under a National Energy Policy.
2. A National Policy that will preserve our
great water resources for Canada's needs, and will
take measures for de-pollution and anti-pollution.
3. An increase in assistance for conservation
areas for recreation parks near large urban
centres.
AGRICULTURE

The Progressive Conservatives will bring back
energy and vision to the federal agricultural
policy, Farmers will receive a fair share of Canada's national income.
An aggressive selling policy for western wheat
brought new prosperity to the west under Progressive Conservative leadership. Today, many
farm areas in eastern Canada lag far behind in
sharing Canada's wealth. This lag is contributed
to by federaI indifference to agriculture. A Pro-

gressive Conservative Government will put agriculture on its feet in these areas of Canada.
Policy:
A Progressive Conservative Government will:
1. Continue to expand wheat sales in world
markets, consistent with its policy of selling to
China and Russia. We will provide credit for
export sales and support the World Food Bank at
a higher level than at present.
2. Assure that farm credit is available under
low interest rates for young people to expand and
improve farms and farm homes.
3. Assist agricultural schools construction. As
part of the training for scientific farming, a Progressive Conservative Government will providein conjunction with provincial and local authorities-funds
for the construction of agricultural
training schools and agricultural courses similar
to those grants made for the development of
vocational training schools. A similar pro gram
helped to build 200 schools in urban areas.
4. Actively develop agricultural rehabilitation.
The Progressive Conservative Government started
ARDA (Agricultural Rehabilitation and Development Act), the first comprehensive and longrange plan for rural development in Canadian
history. A Progressive Conservative Government
will put these findings into action, and develop
economie assistance to farm areas and produce
effective action in soil, drainage and reclamation
projects.
5. Provide a National Dairy Policy with payments of $4 per hundred weight on indus trial
milk and establish a National Dairy Board.
6. Establish a National Council for eastern
agriculture with representation from the federal
government, the provincial governments and provincial farm organizations concerned.
7. Establish an Eastern Canada Feed Grain
Agency.
8. Amend the Crop Insurance Act and pass
such regulations under this statute as are necessary to provide:
a) Coverage under the Act of the feed grains
and pasture crops of Eastern Canada by enabling
them to become insured crops so as to improve
the livestock economy of the country;
b) Considerably increase the insurance coverage allowed under the Act from its existing level
of 60% of the loss sufIered.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Great metropolitan

areas have emerged. Growth

CAMPAIGN

has been swift and problems and pressures are
sharp. Canada's city areas have spilled over into
suburbs.
Sound development of Canada requires equal
opportunity for every part of our land. What were
regarded as local problems a generation ago now
are of national concern.
A Progressive Conservative poliey is to provide
equal opportunity for young families to live in
better homes, for youth to receive better education, for small businessmen to receive equal
opportunity to progress, for retired people to lead
usefui lives in the community.
Policy:
A Progressive Conservative Government will:
1. Accelerate the program of urban renewal
and replacement in co-operation with the provinces
and the municipalities and assistance in research
on city planning on a national scale.
2. Provide through the National Housing Act
for mortgages on older homes, to assist the mobility of our productive population.
3. Provide through the National Housing Act
for the writing up of existing partly paid-up NHA
mortgages to assist in the sale of older homes and
to inerease the ease of population shifts.
CONSUMER CREDIT RATES

Interest rates on loans for household and consumers' goods ranging from 18% to 32% are
unfair and unequitable.
For sorne years Canadian farmers have enjoyed
protection against overly high interest rates on
money borrowed for farm improvement. The Progressive Conservative Party believes that the Canadian farnily living in the urban centres should
have similar rights and protection.
Poliey:
A Progressive Conservative Government will:
Bring a reduction in present high interest rates
on consumer credit through a Consumers' Loans
Act providing credit to urban dwellers similar to
that now provided to farmers under the Farm
Loans Act.
TAX
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that lower taxes will stimulate the economy, increase production and total tax revenues.
Policy:
A Progressive Conservative Government will:
1. Encourage home ownership and ease property tax burden by exempting from taxable income the amount of municipal taxes paid on
owner-occupied homes beginning with an exemption up to $500 a year.
2. Exempt the Il % manufacturers' sales tax
on building materials and production maehinery.
3. Reduce present levels of corporate and
personal income taxes. We are optimistic that reductions can be made without materially affecting
national revenue by the increase and impetus such
reductions will have on production.
4. Develop tax inducements for Canadians to
improve their share of equity ownership.
5. Allow new mine tax exemption to potash
mining using solution mining method.
TRADE

Trade is a bridge to peace.
No country is as dependent on foreign trade as
Canada. No country in the world has a greater
opportunity to expand it and to carry Canadian
prosperity to new heights.
The world needs Canada's goods, and Canada
needs world trade for our own prosperity.
Resources in short supply utilized by the genius
of Canadian production technology offer Canada
the greatest challenge in world trading history.
Policy:
A Progressive Conservative Government will:
1. Extend the aggressive trade measures taken
when we were in office.
2. Undertake major port expansions.
3. While encouraging Canadians to invest and
develop their resources, we shall welcome foreign
investors, and we shall assure foreign investors in
Canada that they will not be discriminated against
by retro active government legislation as has been
the course followed or threatened by the Liberal
Government.

INCENTIVES
SOCIAL JUSTICE

Tax burdens must be reduced if Canada is to
cornpete in world markets. The Progressive Conservative Party eontends that the burden of taxation on most seetors of the economy is oppressive and so high as to dull incentive, We believe

Poliey:
A Progressive Conservative Government will:
Increase the Old Age Pension to $100 a month.

