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Canada's unemployment
rate was 7.8 per cent in
January 1999, nearly double
the U.S. rate at 4.3 per cent.

As of January 1999, there
are still 1.3 million
Canadians unemployed.

Our youth unemployment
rate remains at unacceptably
high levels, 13.9 per cent in
January 1999, almost double
the national average.

The average after-tax
income in Canada (adjusted
for inflation) fell 7.2 per cent
from the beginning of 1990 to
the middle of 1998. Over the
same period, real after-tax
income per capita was up
9.5 per cent in the U.S.

Paul Martin and Jean
Chretien have raised payroll
taxes every year since 1993.

The Progressive Conservative Party is committed to providing
Canadians with a nation that is fiscally sound and economically
strong.

One of the keys to creating a strong and vibrant economy is a fair
and reasonable level of taxation. Our plan to lower taxes will
allow Canadian workers to keep more of what they earn, and
stimulate economic growth.

Canada needs lower taxes NOWI

Taxes in Canada are too high. For example, Canadians hit the
top marginal tax rate at roughly $64,000 while Americans reach
their top rate at nearly US$264,OOO. These high taxes penalize
initiative, slow the investment that creates jobs and drives it
outside Canada, and they encourage high-skilled,
entrepreneurial Canadians to seek their future in other countries.

We believe that you know how to spend your money better than
the government does. Real tax cuts cannot wait until later. The
next federal budget must send a clear signal that a specific portion
of the fiscal dividend will be used to immediately reduce the tax
burden on Canadians.

Initiatives in the PC plan for general tax relief:
./ Increase the basic personal amount from $6,456 to $10,000

for all taxpayers .
./ Increase the spousal amount and the equivalent-to-spouse

amount from $5,830 to $10,000.
./ Fully index the tax brackets.
./ Cut EI premiums from $2.55 to $2.00 .
./ Remove the 3 per cent deficit reduction surtax entirely .
./ Eliminate the 5 per cent surtax.




